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I	mean	nobody,	Seth.	He	is	a	vampiric	abomination.	*	*	*	*	Kendra	paced	in	her	room,	watching	the	clock.	When	the	fairy	kisses	had	made	that	ability	permanent,	he	had	warned	Kendra	that	sometimes	it	was	safer	to	leave	certain	things	unseen.	The	hill	was	not	terribly	high,	but	it	was	the	highest	point	in	the	area.	He	moved	the	treat	back,	and	the
lips	stopped	moving.	No,	I'm	sure	you're	mistaken.	Now	I	get	to	return	the	favor,	make	sure	he	gets	exercise,	eats	right,	stays	healthy.	Although	he	doesn't	show	much	recognition,	I	suspect	he	absorbs	more	than	it	seems.	Seth	was	right.	For	a	monster,	he	had	good	taste.	Four	miles?	And	there	is	more	in	the	cupboards.	They	were	rarely	out	in	great
numbers	after	sundown,	so	she	was	mildly	surprised	to	see	at	least	thirty	or	forty	drifting	throughout	the	yard-flickering	in	red,	blue,	purple,	green,	orange,	white,	and	gold.	After	you	answer	the	questions	honestly,	the	jinn	will	grant	you	a	favor.	Case	had	been	in	two	of	Kendra's	classes	since	homeroom.	He's	right,	I	feel	great	now,	Seth	said.	Vanessa
has	had	some	luck	poring	through	the	journals	of	former	caretakers,	Grandpa	said.	Custom	made.	He	motioned	her	over.	He	opened	the	gate	and	stepped	out.	Grandpa	paused.	He	diverted	from	his	course	to	speak	with	Errol.	Dad	leftthe	room.	Nothing	so	exotic,	Errol	assured	him.	Me?	Speaking	of	Stan...75	Vanessa	flipped	open	a	small	cell	phone.
Kendra	watched	him	intently.	I'm	not	messing	around.	Most	likely	a	member	of	the	blix	family.	The	tears	overflowed	and	streamed	down	both	white	cheeks.	And	somehow,	used	together,	they	can	open	the	demon	prison?	I've	scouted	this	location	thoroughly,	and	there	has	been	no	hint	of	undead	activity.	Kendra	was	silent.	Seth	blurted.	Have	fun.
Grandma	shone	the	flashlight	both	ways.	The	owner	of	the	mortuary,	Archibald	Mangum,	lives	on	the	premises.	The	statue	gulped	down	the	food,	and	once	again	sat	motionless.	A	lapdog.	Despite	her	shock,	Kendra	realized	what	was	going	on.	Several	doors	led	out	of	the	room.	A	family	specialty-bottled-up	emotions.	You	did21	this,	didn't	you,	and	now
you're	pointing	fingers,	blamingthe	new	kid,	the	one	with	no	friends.	What	if	he	has	to	go	to	the	bathroom?	Grandpa	looked	at	Grandma,	who	shrugged.	Reanimated	corpses	are	not	particularly	swift	or	nimble.	If	the	five	talismans	were	ever	brought	together	and	used	to	open	Zzyzx,	the	results	would	be...	We're	not	sure	what	to	expect,	except	thatit
will	be	dangerous.	By	the	time	Kendra	sat	down,	Case	had	the	lid	off	the	shoebox	and	was	rummaging	through	the	newspapers.	It	was	worse	than	I	could	ever	describe.	He	clicked	the	flashlight	on	and	off.	We	take	turns	cooking	meals	these	days,	Grandma	said,	spooning	eggs	onto	her	plate.	You	know	how	I	can	still	see	magical	creatures?	Standing	in
front	of	Warren,	Kendra	rested	her	other	hand	on	his	other	shoulder.	If	we	left	at	ten	or	so,	I	could	have	you	back	before	six	in	the	morning.56	Tonight	is	a	school	night,	Seth	said.Which	is	why	I	was	planning	on	tomorrow	night,	Errol	said.	Remember	mine?	As	they	continued	down	the	hall,	Seth's	eyeslingered	on	the	door.	The	five	secret	preserves
each	have	a	powerful	item	hidden	on	them,	Kendra	continued.	Errol	had	made	it	sound	like	it	would	simply	enable	him	to	carry	the	statue	out	of	the	mortuary.	But	so	is	closing	your	eyes	to	it.	Errol	said	it	was	the	only	way	to	move	it,	Seth	said	wretchedly.	Seth	stopped	walking.	The	food	smells	awful,	Kendra	said.	She	left	the	room.	Errol	glanced
furtively	over	his	shoulder,	as	if	he	was	about	to	share	a	secret.	They	enjoy	dwelling	in	the	dark,	supervising	their	dismal	domain.	Yours	was	adorable.	Yes,	but	you	can't,	so	I'm	sure	you'd	tell	me	either	way.	He	had	heard	that	dogs	could	sense	fear.	Four	boys	went	out,	while	four	others	covered.	I	rested	my	eyes,	leaned	back	against	the	retaining	wall,
and	fell	asleep.	She	buried	her	face	in	her	arms,	sobbing.	Wouldn't	you	want	to	know?	Besides	Dale	and	Warren,	the	only	mortals	free	to	roam	this	preserve	are	in	this	room.	She	was	fairystruck,	Tanu	said.	Kendra	hurried	away.	For	that,	Errol	said,	you	need	simply	follow	my	instructions.50	51Vanessa	The	following	morning	in	homeroom,	well	before
the	bell	sounded,	a	steady	murmur	filled	the	air	as	students	huddled	in	abnormal	clusters.	For	now,	consider	this-your	grandfather	has	hardly	told	a	soul	that	you	were	fairystruck,	and	I	am	certain	he	urged	you	to	keep	that	information	private	as	well.	Tomorrow,	Grandpa	promised.	It	squealed	a	bit.	Could	an	outsider	have	sneaked	in?	One	final	week
and	she	would	leave	middle	school	behind	forever	and	start	anew	as	a	high	school	freshman,	mingling	with	kids	from	two	other	junior	highs.	Holding	the	biscuit	closer	than	ever,	he	saw	the	lips	pucker	outward,	quivering.	Isn't	there	some	other	way?	Such	odd	sights	were	usually	veiled	from	mortal	eyes.	Case	winked	at	Alyssa,	to	show	he	meant	no
harm.	By	the	time	he	gets	out,	he'll	be	in	his	eighties.	I	added	these	since	the	mortuary.	Kendra	could	not	resist	laughing.	She	squeezed	the	phone,	knuckles	white.	I'm	a	specialist.	Case	was	talking	with	Jonathon	White.	Her	suitcase	and	her	duffel	bag	were	on	her	bed.	And	this	is	Coulter	Dixon,	a	name	Kendra	has	heard	before,	Grandpa	said.	It	bit
you?	Ten	to	one	you're	heading	to	the	principal's	office,	the	sub	said,	his	face	becoming	stern.	As	you	can	see,	I	took	a	tumble	last	week,	so	their	assistance	has	become	even	more	valuable	in	recent	days.	Under	his	bruises,	his	face	was	reddening.	I'm	really	here	to	help	you,	Errol	said.	Case	asked	around	a	mouthful	of	carrots.	From	here	on	out,	all	she
could	look	forward	to	were	cruel	jokes	and	false	sympathy.	Errol	put	the	van	into	gear	and	pulled	out	of	the	service	station	onto	Culross	Drive.	All	of	them,	Kendra	said.	Out	here	he	seems	more	peaceful.	Assuming	you	want	to	work	with	me.	I	know,	I've	been	trying	to	call	you.	Way	to	keep	a	secret!	Seth	accused.	Kendra	studied	the	kobold.	Somehow
the	door	to	the	cage	got	open,	Vanessa	said.	You	don't	want	to	come	where	we're	going	today,	he	said.	Removing	a	small	leaf	from	the	bag,	Tanu	scraped	the	paste	onto	the	leaf.	It'll	be	over	soon,	Tanu	assured	her.	You	now	know	all	we	know	about	the	new	threat	we	are	facing.	Sure,	if	I	use	my	eyedrops.	We	have	a	lot	of	work	ahead	of	us.	Coulter
Dixon?	Nor	Kendra,	Errol	said.	She	appeared	momentarily	disoriented.	Monster	or	not,	when	had	any	good	come	from	multiple	girls	going	out	together	with	a	guy	they	were	all	interested	in?	Otherwise	I'll	assume	you	declined.	Do	you	know	what	happened	to	him?	I'm	dumb,	but	I'm	not	stupid.	He	was	fairly	tall,	with	wavy	black	hair	and	a	pointy	chin.
Grandpa	gestured	at	the	Polynesian	man	with	his	unbroken	arm.	Once	again,	Warren	looked	utterly	mindless-except	tears	were	welling	up	in	his	eyes.	We	can	only	hope	that	the	fallen	preserve	in	Brazil	was	as	inhospitable	for	them	as	it	apparently	was	for	Maddox,	Grandma	said.	Nope.	The	bell	would	ring	in	less	than	a	minute.	Grandpa	frowned.
Sadly,	Errol	was	taking	advantage	of	you.	Then	again,	he	was	holding	a	dog	biscuit.	For	now,	pack	your	things.	Page	17	Thank	you,	Vanessa,	Grandma	said.	I've	looked	forward	to	finally	meeting	the	famous	Seth	Sorenson,	Vanessa	said.	How	long	would	they	stay?	Kendra	reached	into	the	backseat	and	retrieved	the	duffel	bags.	You	can	see	them	too?
Seth	could	not	even	slide	the	statuette	or	slightly	tip	it-	Maybe	Errol	knew	what	he	was	talking	about	after	all.	I	was	having	so	much	fun.	What	exactly	would	happen	once	he	fed	the	frog?	We'll	be	good,	Seth	said.	Kendra	alone	could	see	his	true	form,	the	aftereffect	of	having	been	kissed	by	hundreds	of	giant	fairies.4	Since	leaving	Fablehaven	nearly	a
year	ago,	Kendra	hadseen	magical	creatures	only	twice.	Again,	your	mind	was	seizing	on	something	to	try	to	make	sense	of	the	emotion,	Tanu	said.	Her	milk,	her	blood,	her	dung,	her	sweat,	her	tears,	her	saliva-they	all	have	different	magical	properties.	Walking	between	the	worktable	and	the	casket,	Seth	tried	the	private	door.	Some	distance	down
the	hall,	Grandma	stopped	at	a	door	carved	out	of	blood-red	wood.	Sorry,	Alyssa	said.	Tonight,	it's	the	smartest	course	of	action.	Have	a	great	summer	might	work	for	acquaintances,	but	true	friends	required	something	more	original.	An	empty	plate	rested	on	his	lap.	Kendra	stared	at	her	plate.	You	need	to	learn	about	the	world	you	are	being	drawn
into,	and	you	could	find	no	better	teachers	than	Tanu,	Vanessa,	and	Coulter.	Up	until	they	had	veered	off	onto	the	cart	track	that	brought	them	to	the	cabin,	she	knew	they	had	been	walking	along	the	same	path	Hugo	had	taken	them	down	when	they	went	to	rescue	Grandpa	the	previous	summer.	Kendra	swatted	him	on	the	arm.	I'll	throw	down	roots
someday.	If	onlyAlyssa	could	see	what	her	new	crush	actually	looked	like!	I	don't	think	we've	met,	Case	announced,	his	voice	pinched	and	gravelly.	Well,	until	we	find	out	more,	we	have	to	consider	this	an	accident,	Grandpa	said.	Foul	or	fair,	they	keep	their	distance.	Pick	you	up?	Although	some	of	my	salamanderscould	put	you	to	sleep.	Page	3	What
movie	are	you	seeing?	The	amulet	could	cause	tremendous	harm	in	the	wrong	hands.	Why'd	you	have	to	mix	so	much	stuff?	Don't	you	have	your	own	gear?	The	one	on	Kendall	by	the	mini	mall.	It	was	almost	unprecedented	boldness	for	a	lone	boy	to	settle	in	at	a	table	with	four	girls.	These	drops	will	work	like	the	milk	you	drank	at	Fablehaven.	He	had
almost	died	climbing	an	escalating	series	of	wooden	poles.	Believe	it	or	not,	I've	given	cars	bigger	bruises	than	that	one.	On	another	occasion	she	spotted	what	looked	like	a	golden	owl	with	a	human	face.	He	had	followed	through	on	some	intimidating	dares-going	down	steep	hills	on	his	bike,	fighting	a	kid	two	grades	older,	eating	live	insects.	Think
about	it,	Kendra	said.	How	do	I	know	when	to	pick	you	up?	Want	to	see	something	nice?	Seth	laughed	at	her	question,	and	Tanu	grinned.	I've	been	around	the	world	many	times,	seen	many	strange	sights.	He	learned	that	Kendra	was	heading	into	ninth	grade,	that	her	favorite	subjects	were	history	and	English,	and	that	she	played	halfback	on	the
school	soccer	team.	Roosevelt9	Middle	School	was	sixth	through	eighth	grades,	so	Seth	wasat	the	bottom	of	the	pecking	order	after	having	ruled	his	elementary	school	the	previous	year.	Seth	whispered	something	else	to	Tanu.	I	picked	them	up	a	long	time	ago,	Seth	said.	Case	clapped	his	hands	together.	Brownies	would	never	cause	mischief	like
that.	Whenever	they	were	in	contact,	he	wore	the	smile,	and	occasionally	he	made	simple	fidgety	motions,	like	rubbing	his	shoulder,	although	all	his	actions	seemed	to	lack	deliberateness.	I'm	Samoan.	I	wouldn't	think	of	it,	Vanessa	insisted.	Only	that	it	is	rumored	to	be	quite	powerful,	and	could	help	us	keep	the	preserves	safe	from	the	Society.	Seth
put	his	face	in	his	hands.	Page	2	Case	lifted	a	forkful	of	lasagna	to	his	toothless	mouth,	affording	Kendra	a	glimpse	of	his	narrow	black	tongue.	Mom	opened	the	door,	holding	the	cordless	telephone.	I	noticed,	Tanu	replied.	It	made	him	feel	conspicuous,	but	he	told	himself	that	anybody	who	saw	a	person	going	into	a	garage	would	not	think	twice	about
it.	I'm	so	relieved	to	see	you're	all	right,	Grandma	said,	giving	Kendra	a	hug.	If	Errol	was	such	a	pro,	why	was	he	having	kids	do	his	dirty	work?	It	is	fascinating,	Tanu	admitted.	Was	he	here	to	spy?	He	is	cute!	Seth	gushed.	Seth	had	ranted	about	her	being	a	traitor	and	a	coward.	Nothing	like	cuddling	up	to	a	bald	goblin	during	a	cheesy	chick	flick.
Page	6	Either	way,	we	need	to	talk	about	this	kobold.	He	had	this	weird	smile	like	he'd	been	expecting	it.	It	did	not	twitch.	It's	all	right,	Kendra,	Tanu	said	kindly.	It's	not	a	living	creature-just	an	enchantment,	Grandma	said.	She's	a	treasure	hunter.92	They	all	have	different	specialties,	Grandpa	said.Tanu	is	a	potion	master.	Kendra	shrugged.	Isn't	that
a	watch?	Then	he	slowly	pulled	out	the	statuette,54	holding	it	gingerly.	Errol	flipped	all	the	cards	around,	so	they	faced	the	kids,	still	fanned	out.	At	least	let	us	chip	in	on	gas.	Looking	at	Warren,	she	would	not	picture	his	brother	plain.	Despite	their	careful	selection,	Grandma	said,	there	is	a	chance,	however	small,	that	the	Society	could	have	gotten	to
one	of	them.	With	her	secret	ability,	she	could	keep	an	eye5	on	him.	Kendra	asked,	feeling	unbalanced.	I've	almost	caught	up	with	her,	he	said.	I	thought	if	I	stayed	focused	I	could	keep	the	emotion	under	control,	Kendra	said.	I	have	already	set	a	plan	in	motion,	Grandpa	said.	Grandma	led	them	down	the	corridor.	Kendra	might	be	able	to	spare	an
extra	inch	or	two	once	she	gets	settled,	Vanessa	soothed.	If	you	drink	straight	courage,	you	can	become	reckless	and	foolhardy.	He	tapped	it	on	the	head.	I	played	nice	and	gave	it	half	of	the	dog	biscuit,	Seth	said.	Trust	me,	there	are	many	you	don't	want	to	meet,	Grandma	assured	him.	Vanessa	held	up	a	hand.	You	guys	want	to	catch	a	show	tonight?
They're	nocturnal,	Grandpa	said.	The	black,	curtained	hearse	did	little	to	make	the	mansion	feel	more	cheery.	Now	you	tell	me,	after	I	missed	the	dullion.	Do	you	have	other	animals,	too?	And	yet	seen	together,	a	family	resemblance	persisted.	He	could	not	see	any	reanimated	corpses,	but	a	zombie	could	easily	be	standing	off	to	the	side,	out	of	view,
waiting	for	his	hand	to	appear.	I'm	not	sure,	Kendra	said.	Vanessa	swerved,	but	the	monstrous	figure	leapt	sideways	to	continue	blocking	their	path.	If	it	means	we	get	to	see	cool	monsters,	absolutely,	Seth	replied.	Will	he	have	zombie	guards?	Tilt	your	head	back.	The	savage	head	of	a	boar	hung	mounted	not	far	from	the	window.	Case	walked	in,	and
although	Kendra	watched	him,	he	paid	her	no	attention.	Seth	cautiously	ventured	down	the	hall.	Kendra	stopped	walking	and	faced	the	man.	Which	is	why	they	must	remain	apart	and	out	of	the	hands	of	our	enemies	at	all	costs.	This	leads	to	the	Hall	of	Dread.	Legerdemain.	And	there's	your	card,	Errol	announced.	I	don't	have	to	take	the	finals,	he
said.	The	lump	will	tell	you	where	the	little	rascal	is	actually	hiding.	Impossible	to	say,	Grandpa	said.	Alyssa	and	Case	rode	in	the	back,	whispering	and	holding	hands.	Dale	stayed	at	the	cabin	last	night.	One	probably	does,	Grandpa	corrected.	He	seemed	a	little	seedy.	That's	different,	Tanu	said.	She	had	to	pretend	she	still	thought	of	him	as	a	friend.
Makes	you	wonder,	did	you	have	a	bad	day,	or	did	you	make	it	a	bad	day?	Why	do	you	wear	that	weird	suit?	Tanu	chuckled.	You	never	know,	Seth	answered.	You	two	will	have98	opportunities	to	accompany	them	on	some	of	their	outingsas	they	search	for	the	artifact.	Kendra	covered	a	smile.	Had	one	of	the	people	eating129	breakfast	with	her	just
tried	to	kill	Vanessa?	So	you	do	have	a	pocket	watch,	Kendra	said.	Because	I	don't	want	to	come,	Coulter	said.	You	were	being	very	brave,	and	trying	to	do	the	right	thing.	The	top	of	the	stick	was	forked	and	strung	with	an	elastic	strap	that	turned	it	into	a	slingshot.	The	Sphinx	and	several	other	caretakers	vouched	for	both	of	them.	The	other	girls
agreed	as	he	stood	up	and	walked	away.	Lost	in	thought,	she	had	failed	to	notice	his	approach.	We	hope	not.	A	second	cast	covered	his	right	arm	from	wrist	to	shoulder.	But	Kendra	and	Alyssa	get	like	straight	A's.	Dale	stopped.	She	put	some	eggs	onto	her	toast	and	took	abite.	Maybe	you	have	a	point.	She	was	wearing	a	watch,	but	did	not	check	it.	He
had	finished	by	threatening	to	join	Errol	with	or	without	her.	You	will	probably	find	the	door	from	the	garage	to	the	house	unlocked.	It	may	be	a	tedious	hunt,	but	working	together	I	know	we	will	succeed.	A	man	walking	beside	Kendra	cleared	his	throat	in	order	to	get	her	attention.	Some	nights	Page	24	Hugo	watches	over	him.	He	was	an	adventurer,
like	Tanu	here,	or	Coulter,	or	Vanessa.	There	were	multiple	storage	cabinets	and	a	big	sink.	Maybe	I	can	just	look	out	of	one	eye.	We	were	getting	worried	you	weren't	coming,	Alyssa	said.	Not	bad.	I	think	you	were	worried	I	might	not	go	if	I	knew	there	was	a	dog.	The	kobold	collected	his	things,	placing	the	statue	in	his	backpack,	and	walked	toward
the	door,	giving	Kendra	a	final	venomous	glare.	I'm	going	to	leave	here	a	millionaire.	Jack	of	clubs,	Seth	said.	She	deliberately	neglected	to	mention	that	although	she	had	not	confirmed	the	rendezvous,	she	had	already	resolved	to	go.	Kendra,	this	man	is	almost	certainly	a	member	of	the	Society	of	the	Evening	Star.	How	dare	you	accuse	the	one
person	in	this	class	who	would	never	harm	a	fly?	Then	the	lanky	man	tipped	his	head	back	in	realization.	Your	parents	are	willing	as	long	as	you	and	your	brother	want	to	come,	Grandpa	said.	Wiping	his	mouth	on	his	arm,	he	walked	over	to	the	window.	Embarrassment?	An	unknown	talisman	rumored	to	be	hidden	on	the	property.	Although	I	can't	help
it	if	you	blame	yourself.	Interior	hallways	connected	everything,	and	the	same	room	where	they	held	assemblies	doubled	as	an	indoor	cafeteria.	His	mouth	twitched.	Both	were	vying	for	his	attention.	A	fourth	can	heal	any	ailment.	Coulter?	I'd	like	you	all	to	meet	Casey	Hancock.	Eventually	he'd	collapse,	I	guess,	Dale	said.	But	be	doubly	vigilant.	The
chapel	had	a	certain	charm,	Dale	said.	Seth's	breathing	was	becoming	ragged.	A	sick	feeling	was	creeping	into	her	stomach.	His	hands	were	a	bloody	mess.	Dad	falls	off	the	roof,	and	he	wants	you	there	to	help	him.	But	my	ancestors	are	from	Anaheim.	Sorry,	we	decided	tonight	wouldn't	work.	Would	you	look	at	that,	Alyssa	murmured.	Grandpa	leaned
back.	Kendra	and	Seth	crossed	the	parking	lot	to	the	van.31	Are	we	really	going	to	drive	away	with	him	in	that	thing?Kendra	mumbled.	All	of	the	cells	are	magically	sealed,	of	course.	I	swear,	I	almost	did.	I'm	sure	we	will	get	it	resolved.76	Seth	fingered	the	tiny	scabs	on	his	hand.	Can't	I	feel	something	happy?	So	just	run,	huh?	They're	locked	up,
there's	nothing	to	worry	about.	And	I	wrote	you	a	letter	Tuesday.	Are	you	okay?	Alyssa	nodded.	Even	with	pale	skin,	white	hair,	andempty	eyes,	Warren	was	unexpectedly	handsome.	He	eats,	and	as	he	eats,	he	grows.	Tastes	a	little	like	peanuts.	The	barrier	on	the	houseboat	functions	only	against	those	eighteen	and	older.	Doubting	whether	her
parents	would	be	able	to	see	her	through	the	tinted	glass,	Kendra	rolled	down	her	window	and	waved	back.	The	statue	did	not	look	too	heavy.	Artificial	emotions	are	useful	only	in	certain	situations.	Theoretically,	Grandma	said.	And	now	that	Tanu	had	noticed,	the	pimple	would	be	all	he	saw.	When	do	we	start?	The	hall	angled	to	the	left	again.	But	it
taught	me	never	to	let	him	do	anything	unsupervised.	And	she	had	seen	it	restored	after	an	army	of	brownies	had	repaired	it	overnight,	making	unpredictable	improvements	in	much	of	the	furniture.	Except	that	I	don't	have	anyplace	to	put	my	legs.	Was	Mrs.	Seth	drew	himself	up	to	his	full	height.	Now	I	see	that	my	suspicions	were	more	warranted
than	I	had	anticipated.	Seth	pursued.	Having	just	rounded	acorner,	they	were	not	going	very	fast.	Grandma	had	the	light	pointed	ahead	of	them.	Even	moonlight	and	the	light	from	the	sign	could	not	penetrate	the	house.	Case	and	Alyssa	held	hands	as	they	exited	the	theater.	Her	name	is	Vanessa	Santoro.	Seth	had	started	a	feud	with	the	fairies	during
their	previous	visit	after	he	had	captured	one	and	inadvertently	turned	her	into	an	imp.	The	paste	was	pretty	good.	You'll	think	so,	Grandma	promised.	She	ran	from	the	room.	He's	going	to	eat	me?	Page	5	Somebody	put	a	tack	on	her	chair	and	she	freaked	out,	Sasha	Goethe	sobbed,	standing	near	her	overturned	desk.	Alyssa	complained.	Errol	shook
his	head.	He's	been	a	bit	crabby	since	the	accident.	A	similar	mission,	actually.	Seth	jogged	out	onto	the	driveway	and	pressed	the	button	again	to	shut	the	garage.	Figuring	out	what	Warren's	condition	is,	and	what	variables	affect	that	condition,	will	be	the	key	to	curing	it,	Tanu	said.	You	were	just	on	the	phone	with	him?	The	engine	roared	to	life
spontaneously.	Kendra	asked.	They	were	all	the	five	of	hearts.	Katie	Clark?	Get	back	in	your	seats,	pronto.	You	can	both	have	a	ride.	Hey,	where	are	you	going?	Page	13	She	heard	a	voice	calling	her	name	from	far	away.	He's	been	exploiting	those	broken	bones	to	stay	as	far	from	chores	as	possible.	You	don't	get	it?	You	see,	at	roughly	three	hundred
years	old,	Fablehaven	is	among	the	youngest	preserves.	He	could	probably	stomach	a	spooky	house	full	of	dead	bodies.	She	was	only	an	inch	or	two	taller	than	Kendra,	but	her	fingers	were	hooked	into	claws,	and	her	eyes	boiled	with	malice.	By	the	end	of	the	school	day,	Kendra	was	sick	of	recounting	the	drama	in	homeroom.	Creating	enchantments
to	divert	children	requires	greater	skill	than	erecting	barriers	to	foil	adults.	They	don't	need	you	making	it	worse.	What	is	that,	hot	sauce?	Seth	asked,	perking	up.	Kendra	asked.Are	we	going	to	steal	a	body?	I'll	leave	a	few	of	these	around	the	house.	Your	grandmother	is	fine,	he	assured	her.	One	of	those	dogs	that	looks	like	a	giant	mop.	That	objective
stands	as	my	top	priority.	But	you	have	to	be	careful.	We're	going	to	an	unmapped	portion	of	Fablehaven,127	Tanu	explained.	Somebody	must	have	seen.	We	save	those	uses	for	the	bad	guys.	Kendra	jumped	to	her	feet.	He	flashed	a	broad	smile,	showing	big	white	teeth.	I	could	hardly	get	the	gloves	off.	He	chewed	and	swallowed	quickly.	He	has	a
prehistoric	outlook	on	certain	issues,	and	a	difficult	personality.	He	was	not	smiling	with	his	eyes,	they	still	appeared	far	away,	but	the	grin	on	his	face	was	as	wide	as	it	could	be.	Might	as	well	add	some	broken	glass	while	we're	at	it,	Coulter	grumbled.	That	includes	protecting	the	people	who	live	here.	Besides,	she	had	more	pressing	matters	on	her
mind.	Seth	asked,	eyes	darting.	Dad	handed	Kendra's	duffel	bag	to	Vanessa	and	then	loaded	the	suitcases	into	the	trunk.	After	that,	we	can	forget	about	procuring	the	figurine.	When	I	woke	up,	they	were	all	over	me.	I	want	to	meet	him	too,	Seth	said.	A	sign	above	it	announced,	Authorized	Personnel	Only.	Ruth	will	keep	you	entertained,	Grandpa	said.
You	were	just	being	brave.	Grandpa	said.These	were	a	special	strain	of	drumants	I	bred	myself,	Page	25	Vanessa	said.	Dale	asked	Tanu.	The	amulet	is	on	a	houseboat.	Most	of	our	guests	rather	like	glop,	Grandma	said.	How	did	you	get	our	number?	Once	she	handed	in	the	test,	middle	school	would	be	officially	over.	He	curls	up	more,	goes	limp	more.
Instead,	he	looked	up	into	her	face.	Until	we	actually	kissed.	Mom	opened	the	door,	and	Vanessa	walked	out,	followed	by	Dad.	I'll	put	out	traps.	Kendra	and	Seth	sat	down	on	a	sofa,	and	Dale	departed.	Any	magical	animal	of	subhuman	intelligence	is	a	whirligig,	Grandma	explained.	She'll	hurry,	Grandpa	said,	chuckling.	Seth	looked	at	Kendra,	his	face
contorting,	tears	brimming	in	his	eyes.	So	where	do	Seth	and	I	come	into	all	of	this?	Well	done,	Errol	said,	starting	the	engine.	Keeping	hold	of	Warren's	hand,	Kendra	led	him	around	the	room.	The	June	sun	glared	down	as	Kendra,	Seth,	Tanu,	and	Dale	rounded	a	corner	on	the	grassy	cart	track.	My	first	goal	is	to	protect	the	integrity	of	Fablehaven,
Tanu	said.	With	his	untreated	eye	squinted	almost	shut,	Seth	put	a	drop	on	the	eyelashes.	What	emotion	do	you	think	it	was?	I've	never	heard	of	that	happening	here.	But	there	was	nothing	else	she	could	do!	At	least	Alyssa	was	in	front	of	her	house.	True	jinn	are	not	much	like	the	genies	you	have	heard	of	in	stories,	though	they	are	the	entities
through	which	the	myths	arose.	Why	was	the	creature	here?	It	was	a	textbook	Society	infiltration-setting	up	a	threat,	then	making	it	look	like	they	helped	you	solve	the	problem	in	order	to	build	trust.	Price	was	encouraging	a	few	noisy	boys	at	the	back	of	the	classroom	to	take	their	seats.	She	was	afraid	of	going	to	the	houseboat.	The	study	was	an	eye-
catching	room,	full	of	odd	knickknacks.	Kendra	agreed.	Kendra,	take	his	hand.118	119	Kendra	approached	Warren	and	took	his	left	hand	in	herright.	Slaggo,	said	the	other.	I'm	not	sure	I	would	trust	Newel	and	Doren	to	pay	up.83	That's	why	all	payments	have	to	be	made	in	advance,Seth	said,	replacing	the	batteries	in	his	suitcase	and	taking	out	the
oversized	T-shirt	and	shorts	that	he	used	as	pajamas.	Most	recently	he	was	doing	damage	control	in	Brazil.	You	have	a	right	to	understand	the	hazards	you	face.	But	that	would	be	the	end	of	going	after	the	statue.	They	followed	Dale	past	the77	78	No	Trespassing	signs	and	through	the	tall,	spiked,	wrought-iron	gates.	Most	of	the	cells	are	empty.	I
have	goodies	in	the	car,	she	said.	Who	made	omelets?	He	had	complained	that	if	there	was	a	chance	to	harm	the	Society	of	the	Evening	Star,	they	had	better	take	it.	You	were	the	only	one	of	these	youngsters	who	looked	fairystruck.	He	shared	a	glance	with	Grandma.	Warren	wore	a	dark	orange	T-shirt	and	gray	sweatpants.	I	wonder	what	he	would
have	done	with	us.	On	pegs	beside	the	front	door	hung	a	sombrero,	a	slicker,	and	an	overcoat.	That	was	partly	how	he	convinced	me	to	trust	him.	I	never	said	I	would,	Kendra	replied.	The	toughest	part	of	being	a	potion	master	is	collecting	ingredients.	Do	you	have	a	family?	Kendra	noticed	Jenna	Chamberlain	and	Karen	Sommers	sharing	looks	and
whispers	as	if	they	too	found	Case	attractive.	With	all	these	drumants	loose,	Seth	said,	maybe	we'd	be	safer	going	with	you	guys	today.	Tanu	had	Kendra	stroke	Warren's	face	and	lead	him	around	some	more.	How	do	I	find	the	statue?	What's	the	difference	between	a	dullion	and	a	golem?	They're	here	to	find	the	artifact!	Kendra	said.	Not	yet,	Tanu
said.	Introduce	yourselves	to	my	grandchildren,	Grandma	said,	shining	the	flashlight	away	from	them	so	it	illuminated	them	indirectly.	To	my	knowledge,	Grandpa	said,	none	of	the	caretakers	of	the	secret	sanctuaries	know	where	the	artifacts	on	their	preserves	are	hidden.	Mom	pursued.	Scanning	the	room,	Kendra	didn't	see	a	single	student	who
seemed	repulsed	by	his	appearance.	I	was	terrified-I	mean,	I	hardly	know	him,	but	it	was	also	sort	of	exciting.	Alyssa	gave	Kendra	a	look	that	questioned	why	she	was	deliberately	trying	to	ruin	something	spectacular.	You	should	try	an	emotion	you	would	normally	resist	if	you	want	to	appreciate	the	potency,	Tanu	said.	I	hate	to	be	in	a	rush,	but	we
have	a	lot	of	ground	to	cover	before	the	night	ends.	Have	you	traveled	a	lot?	The	comeback	left	Trina	speechless.	When	Kendra	finally	descended	the	stairs	to	the	entry	hall,	she	found	Vanessa	carrying	a	tray	laden	with	steaming85	scrambled	eggs	and	dark	toast.	The	phone	book,	Errol	said,	sounding	hurt	by	the	accusation	in	her	tone.	The	dullion
charged.	No.	Am	I	going	to	turn	into	a	frog	or	something?	Let	alone	if	I	used	a	higher	dosage.	What	is	the	artifact?	Almost	no	magic	works	on	children	under	the	age	of	eight.	Kendra	asked,	gripping	the	arms	of	her	chair.	He's	more	aware	of	touch.	Once	again,	Vanessa	wasdressed	in	a	stylish	outfit	and	her	makeup	was	applied	with	subtle	artistry.	He
looks	a	little	like	the	creature	who	came	in	through	the	window	on	Midsummer	Eve,	Kendra	said.	Part	of	the	roof	had	crumpled	above	Kendra,	and	cracks	webbed	her	window	and	the	sunroof.	Putrid.	Seth	asked,	an	edge	of	anxiety	creeping	into	his	voice.	They're	making	her	study.	Seth	cried.	No,	he	said,	holding	up	his	hand.	What	did	I	steal	from
Grandpa's	friend?	He	opened	the	door	and	hopped	out.	Did	it	poison	me?	A	Page	7	sign	out	front	read:	MANGUM	FUNERAL	HOME	SINCE	195533	We're	going	to	break	into	a	mortuary?	They	were	both	staring	at	her	expectantly.	We	have	not	heard	back.	Grandpa	sighed.	Certainly	nother	or	Grandpa	or	Grandma	or	Seth!	Tanu?	Satisfied	that	the	room
was	zombie-free,	Seth	slid	the	gate	open.	She	had	been	brave	on	the	preserve	when	she	sought	help	from	the	Fairy	Queen	and	rescued	everybody.	She	would	have	ratted	out	the	monster	in	a	heartbeat.	He	said	it	would	harm	the	Society	of	the	Evening	Star.	But	those	were	emergencies.	Price	moved	over	to	the	next	desk,	to	Sasha	Goethe,	her	favorite
student.	A	few	other	corridors	branch	off,	but	nothing	too	complex.	I	found	a	computer	and	played	some	video	games,	Seth	said.	What?	The	buses	idled	in	a	line	along	the	curb.	Glancing	over	his	shoulder,	he	gloweredat	Kendra.	The	back	side	said:	Errol	Fisk	StreetPerformer	Extraordinaire	Now,	that	I	believe,	Kendra	said.	Kendra	transmitted
something	to	him	by	touch,	Tanu	said.	Price's	desk.	The	room	remained	silent.	At	that	moment,	Seth	came	up	to	them,	his	backpack	slung	over	one	shoulder.	Checking	with	Grandpa	was	more	of	a	formality	at	this	stage.	Kendra,	I	need	you	to	go	someplace	where	you	can	speak	freely,	Grandpa	said,	his	tone	urgent.	The	elevator	lurched	downward,
rattling	enough	that	Page	9	Seth	wondered	if	it	was	about	to	break.	I	had	to	whack	down	a	door	with	an	ax.	Seth	slouched	into	the	backseat	and	fastened	his	seat	belt.	Or	a	narcoblix,	a	fiend	capable	of	exerting	control	over	victims	while	they	are	asleep.	When	you	find	the	figurine,	feed	it	this.	She	glanced	at	Case,	but	did	not	acknowledge	him.	Fairies
use	their	magic	all	the	time,	sometimes	for	mischief,	sometimes	to	beautify	a	garden.	Even	the	fairy	army	you	summoned	would	quail	before	them.	Case	was	crouching	beside	her.	Not	long	after	she	changed,	there	came	a	soft	knock	at	the	door.	Vanessa	cranked	the	car	into	a	slide	and,	after	a	wild	fishtail,	tires	spinning	and	smoking,	they	were	again
facing	the	lumbering	strawman.	Sure,	Seth	said.	Most	of	the	kids	were	in	their	seats.	But	that	style	of	therapy	looks	like	a	dead	end.	Did	Errol	ever	indicate	that	he	knew	anything	about	what	transpired	between	you	and	the	fairies?	He's	following	us,	Seth	said.	He	came	and	went.	No,	you	can	tell	that	he's	good-looking,	and	pretty	funny.	Sure,	Brittany
said.	You	must	not	go	near	him.	Errol	nodded.	Kendra	finished	her	milk	and	placed	the	empty	mug	on	the	nightstand.	Surely	the	statue	would	not	need	the	whole	thing.	I'm	sorry,	Seth,	Errol	said.	Seth	leaned	forward	on	the	edge	of	his	seat.	Here	we	are,	Kendra	said.	The	imp,	Grandpa	growled,	drumming	the	fingers	of	his	good	hand	on	his	cast.
Vanessa	slid	the	passenger	seat	forward	a	bit	and	pushed	the	back	upright.	For	a	scab-faced	goblin,	he	was	pretty	smooth.	Price	was	right	behind	her	until	Alyssa	stuck	out	a	foot	and	sent	the	rabid	teacher	sprawling.	Knock	it	off,	Kendra	demanded.	Dad	had	pulled	out	his	wallet.	The	floor,	walls,	and	ceiling	were	all	made	of	stone.	He	led	them	into	the
parlor,	where	Tanu	sat	reading	a	leather-bound	book.	Hopefully	by	then	we'll	already	be	on	the	road.64	Dad	entered	the	room.	He	wore	several	trinkets	around	his	neck,	affixed	to	leather	cords	or	dull	chains.	Same	with	a	coat	on	a	warm	day.	She	knew	she	had	aced	it,	just	as	she	had	sailed	through	the	others.	That's	going	to	be	tough.	Is	this	a	joke?
Sometimes	you	can	trade	for	ingredients,	or	purchase	them.	Once	the	statue	eats,	it	temporarily	gets	aggressive.	Warren	turned	his	head	and	looked	at	her	hand,	a	slow	smile	creeping	onto	his	face.	It	now	read:	Errol	Fisk	Kobold	Exterminator	You	can	help	me	get	rid	of	him?	Seth	remembered	the	shutters	covering	the	windows.	Are	we	going	to	have
to	hide	here	for	the	rest	of	our	lives?	The	statue	was	not	on	all	fours	like	a	toad.	Grandpa	told	me	about	him,	Kendra	said.	Beg	your	pardon,	but	do	you	have	the	time?	He's	just	some	new	kid	you	have	a	crush	on,	isn't	he?	Each	situation	is	unique	and	demands	improvisation.	Just	don't	leave	the	yard.	It	belonged	to	a	four-wheeler.	He	hurried	to	the	door
that	would	lead	into	the	funeral	home.	Archibald	is	away.	For	the	first	time	since	entering	the	van,	Kendra	was	amused.	Once	again	he	could	see	the	dog	and	the	hall.	I	talked	it	over	with	Stan,	and	we	decided	it	was	worth	a	try.	Kendra,	lead	him	over	to	that	chair	and	have	him	sit.	I	asked	if	it	looked	like	the	line	had	been	deliberately	cut,	and	they	said
no,	but	I	have	my	doubts.	we	don't	know	what	happened.	Seth	said,	sounding	too	eager	for	Kendra's	liking.	He	was	soft-spoken,	with	a	deep	voice	and	clear	enunciation.	I	went	straight	to	the	bathroom	and	gargled	mouthwash.	By	now	he	had	seen	the	present	in	her	possession	anyway.	Your	pupils	have	arrived,	Dale	announced.	Humans	aren't
normally	fond	of	it.	Cool	things?	Of	course,	I'm	out	here	every	day,	to	check	on	him	and	feed	him	and	see	to	his	hygiene.122	If	we	were	all	quiet,	couldn't	we	find	him	a	room	backat	the	house?	Not	quite	as	tall	as	his	brother,	Warren	had	broader	shoulders	and	a	firmer	jaw.	At	least	one	visits	every	night,	to	see	if	we	left	anything	for	them	to	fix.	Or	the
danger	will	only	increase.	Grandma	nodded.	For	the	first	time,	she	wondered	if	Case	was	aware	that	she	knew	his	true	identity.	The	goblin	gave	Kendra	a	strange,	sly	smile.	But	first	a	question	for	Kendra.	Their	ignorance	of	the	secret	world	we	know	about	should	be	all	the	protection	they	need.	Did	he	look	like	Hugo?	I	heardwe	get	yearbooks	today,
she	said.	That	was	strange	----	Jonathon	was	a	jerk,	not	the	sort	of	kid	to	befriend	a	circus	freak.	Errol	fanned	out	a	deck	of	playing	cards	that	had	appeared	out	of	nowhere.	Reconnaissance.	Brownies	and	mortals	are	the	only	beings	permitted	to	enter	this	house	freely.	A	komondor?	He	seemed	to	be	gloating	that	there	was	nothing	she	could	do	about
it.	It	helped	that	you	knew	beforehand	the	emotion	was	coming.	Which	would	you	rather	do:	risk	getting	grounded,	or	keep	putting	up	with	your	ugly	friend?	As	Kendra	entered	the	room,	the	woman	smiled,	her	expressive	eyes	lighting	up.	I	promise	I	won't	tell	anyone.	There	should	just	be	room	for	the	suitcases	in	the	trunk,	she	said.	Kendra	did	as
instructed,	and	Warren	complied	woodenly.	We'll	be	taking	action.	She	had	told	Seth	about	the	disastrous	incident	at	lunch.	Kendra	looked	at	Tanu,	distressed.	But	given	his	residence,	my	best	guess	would	be	that	he's	a	viviblix,	a	being	with	the	power	to	temporarily	reanimate	the	dead.	There	have	been	many	interesting	developments	over	the	past
months,	and	whether	I	like	it	or	not,	you	are	becoming	involved.	Midnight	is	long	gone.	I	told	your	mother	that	I	was	in	an	accident,	and	asked	if	you	and	Seth	could	come	stay	with	us	while	I	recover.	Dale	has	been	waiting	in	the	other	room	to	take	us.	The	kobold	only	showed	up	yesterday.	Even	so,	Kendra	felt	determined	to	find	a	way	to	free	her
friend	from	her	watery	prison.	Kendra	wondered	if	this	was	how	people	acted	after	a	lobotomy.	We'll	cover	any	costs	for	repairs,	Grandma	said.	It's	hot	out.	There	was	a	place	on	one	side	where	Seth	figured	they	laid	the	casket	for	people	to	view	the	deceased.	I	have	some	unhappy	news,	she	declared.	Dad	introduced	himself	and	Vanessa	offered	him	a
similar	handshake.	Derek	dashed	all	the	way	to	the	opposite	end	zone.	Even	if	he	had,	was	it	that	big	of	a	deal?	I'd	had	a	long	day,	so	I	sat	down	to	watch	him.	She	should	be	there	within	a	couple	of	hours.	I	was	getting	worried.	This	omelet	is	delicious,	Grandpa,	Kendra	said	after	swallowing	a	mouthful.	He	stood	in	front	of	the	class	beside	Mrs.	Inside
an	arched	niche	beyond	the	table,	a	statuette	squatted	atop	a	variegated	block	of	marble.	He	has	quietly	kept	an	eye	on	you	and	Seth	for	me.	His	family	just	moved	here	from	California.	He	spoke	like	he	was	strangling.	Errol	tapped	his	temple.	Whatever	the	cause,	she	had	still	not	been	able	to	speak	with	him	to	confirm	whether	Errol	could	be	trusted.
He	staggered	backwards,	losing	his	grip	on	her.	Shouldn't	somebody	with	more	experience	tackle	this	sort	of	problem,	instead	of	a	sixth-grader?	When	Case	got	back,	Alyssa	explained	the	plan,	minus	the	part	about	him	potentially	being	a	psychopath.	They	could	turn	left	or	right.	He	resisted	at	first,	saying	it	was	such	a	nice	night	that	it	would	be	a
crime	not	to	walk,	but	finally	consented	when	Kendra	reminded	him	that	it	was	after	nine.	The	engine	quit.	I	told	Mom	I	would	call	on	Alyssa's	cell	phone.	He	looks	athletic.	They	recently	stole	something	from	a	friend	of	mine.	If	you	say	so,	Kendra	placated.	Grandma	inserted	the	key	and	pushed	open	the	door.	A	tack?	Are	they	all	bad	emotions?	As
caretakers,	we	hold	as	an	heirloom	the	key	that	will	allow	us	to	access	the	vault,	Grandma	said.	And	he	wasn't	exactly	her	most	reliable	acquaintance.	She	opened	her	eyes	and	took	off	her	earphones.	There	are	some	noteworthy	features	I	want	to	show	you.	The	Society	of	the	Evening	Star	has	an	uncanny	ability	for	infiltration.	I	bet	they'll	be	happy	to
see	you	again,	Kendra	said.	If	all	goes	well,	we'll	bring	you	next	time.	They	have	some	unpleasant	business	to	attend	to,	Grandma	told	Seth.	He	swung	the	beam	of	his	flashlight	around,	checking	for	zombies.	Vanessa	should	arrive	around	ten-thirty	herself.	What	she	wanted	was	for	Grandpa	Sorenson	to	tell	her	that	Errol	was	a	friend	but	that	stealing
amulets	from	houseboats	in	the	middle	of	the	night	was	no	job	for	children.	Kendra	climbed	onto	her	bus,	walked	to	the	back,	and	plopped	down	onto	a	seat.	Vanessa	expertly	whipped	the	car	around	and	switched	gears,	wheels	shrieking.	Did	Errol	ever	allude	to	Fablehaven	as	a	secret	preserve	housing	a	special	artifact?	There	was	no	way	she	could
tell	her	friends	the	truth	about	Case.	There	is	plenty	to	worry	about,	Grandma	corrected.	Who	was	this	guy?	She	raised	a	hand	to	partly	hide	her	mouth,	as	if	confiding	a	secret	to	her	grandchildren.	She	wanted	no	part	of	anything	those	warty	hands	had	pawed.	And	here	she	was,	staring	at	a	grotesque	monster	posing	as	a	new	student	in	her
homeroom!	Mrs.	I	don't	think	I	can,	Kendra	said.	What	was	going	on?	Why	was	he	trying	to	reassure	her?	Kendra,	you	coming?	Not	unreasonable,	Tanu	said.	He	was	on	some	sort	of	secret	mission.	Seth	wiped	the	handle	of	the	ax	with	his	shirt	before	setting	it	aside,	just	in	case	vampires	knew	how	to	check	for	fingerprints.	Seth	fingered	a	candy	bar.
Only	a	few	minutes,	I	think,	Kendra	said.	What	exactlyis	it?	Seth	said,	sounding	bewildered.	The	card	said:	Errol	Fisk	Cogitator	*	Ruminator*Innovator	Cogitator?	Who	knows	what	was	underneath	the	straw?	The	blond	kid?	She	made	eye	contact	with	the	creature	for	an	instant	before	it	took	flight	in	a	flurry	of	gilded	feathers.	I	wouldn'tdream	of
sending	you	anywhere	near	his	funeral	home	if	it	were	otherwise.	she	challenged,	her	voice	cracking	a	bit.	I	don't	hang	out	with	Katie	much,	so	I	couldn't	really	help	him.	It	took	a	second	to	turn	over.	I	have	my	folks,	some	brothers	and	sisters,	and	a	bunch	of	nieces	and	nephews	and	cousins.	Seth	verified	hopefully.	The	pinky	finger	was	missing	from
his	left	hand,	as	was	part	of	the	ring	finger.	I	thought	I	was	being	helpful.	A	kobold	seldom	travels	far	unless	compelled.	Dale	and	Vanessa	collected	the	bags	Kendra	and	Seth	were	holding	and	started	up	the	stairs.	When	Dale	pulled	his	fist	from	his	mouth,	there	were	teeth	marks	on	his	knuckles.	The	growls	continued	rumbling,	deep	and	steady,	the
kind	of	sound	that	meant	at	any	second	the	dog	might	make	a	violent	charge.	Vanessa	glanced	at	her	small,	fashionable	watch.	You	obviously	weren't	bitten,	Tanu	said.	Press	7109	and	then	hit	enter.	I'll	mix	you	a	small	dose.	His	notes	were	inconclusive,	but	they	gave	us	some	idea	of	where	to	concentrate	our	search.	Drinking	them	will	make	us	feel	a
certain	way?	He	tried	a	few	more	times,	but,	despite	the	repeated	shuddering,	the	door	showed	no	sign	of	weakening.	The	three	of	them	sat	in	silence,	looking	down	the	street	at	the	gloomy	windows	of	the	funeral	home.	But	a	friend	of	his	did.	Price	advanced	toward	Kendra.	Have	pleasant	dreams.	It	shuddered	a	bit.	He	went	into	the	preserve	after	it
fell	to	perform	reconnaissance.	Those	are	the	basics,	Tanu	said.	Yeah,	after	that.	He	belonged	to	a	special	brotherhood-the	Knights	of	the	Dawn.	I	was	wondering	if	I	might	persuade	you	to	join	me	after	all.	Kendra	tried	to	keep	her	expression	neutral.	It	seemed	obvious	they	were	no	longer	talking	about	the	potion-they	were	gossiping	about	her.	Are
you	nuts?	Kendra	pressed	forward.	I'll	be	in	the	bathroom.	Kendra	asked.17He	kissed	me,	Alyssa	said	through	a	tight	smile.Hewhat?Kendra	tried	to	conceal	her	revulsion.	Seth	nudged	the	fallen	figurine	with	his	foot.	You	already	have	plenty,	Tanu	said.	I	have	put	some	thought	into	it,	and	I	remain	puzzled,	so	the	cabin	where	Warren	lives	will	be	our
main	stop	today.	Calling	a	final	good-bye,	Kendra	rolled	up	the	window.	Kendra	rushed	into	her	room	and	shut	the	door.	Just	a	second,	Seth	called	to	Kendra.	The	scabby	kobold	was	the	only	other	student	in	the	room	who	appeared	indifferent	to	the	looming	exams.	Left	to	himself,	he	curls	up	into	a	fetal	position.	I	have	expertise,	Errol	said,	turning
onto	a	new	street.	Whatever.	Unaccompanied,	the	dungeon	is	absolutely	off-limits	to	you	two.	Coulter	may	be	tough	to	work	with,	particularly	for	Kendra,	Grandma	said	with	a	trace	of	bitterness.	He	might	be	a	lectoblix,	a	species	that	ages	swiftly	and	must	drain	the	youth	of	others	to	survive.	A	pseudo	golem.	He	could	probably	leap	out	the	door	and
shut	it	behind	him	before	the	dog	reached	him.	And	one	bestows	immortality.	She	tugged	Alyssa	toward	her.	The	only	other	way	she	knew	to	contact	him	was	through	the	mail.	Nobody	can	match	Lena,	but	we	try	our	best.	It	was	important	for	Kendra	to	write	a	long,	meaningful	message	after	all,	these	were	her	best	friends.	Kendra	had	been	stuck	in	a
nerd	rut	since	around	fourth	grade,	and	a	fresh	start	in	high	school	might	have	meant	an	opportunity	to	shed	the	quiet,	studious	image.	Please,	Kendra,	I	helped	you.	Price	came	down	the	aisle	handing	out	yearbooks.	She	was	now	in	high	school.	I	can't	send	you	in	there	blind	to	the	dangers	you	might	face,	Errol	said.	Liar!	Mrs.	It	was	the	potion!	This
was	just	like	when	Seth	assumed	he	had	been	poisoned!	Even	though	she	had	tried	to	anticipate	it,	the	emotion	had	blindsided	her.	Any	minute	Vanessa	would	pull	up,	and	she	and	Seth	would	be	on	their	way.	And	every	now	and	then,	you	can	avoid	an	unwanted	confrontation	with	a	little	fear,	or	use	a	mix	of	emotions	to	extract	information.	Mr.	Ford
was	looking	around	the	room,	taking	in	the	overturned	desks.	I	don't	like	the	interest	the	Society	is	showing	in	you,	Grandpa	said	pensively,	as	if	talking	to	himself.	She	was	one	of	the	cutest	girls	in	the	school.	Kendra	ran	her	hand	along	the	smooth	finish	of	the	banister.	Every	now	and	then	down	here	you	brush	past	an	icy	cold	pocket.	Kendra	smiled,
getting	the	reference.	When	did	this	happen?	Ten	to	one	I	can	manage	without	one,	Case	sneered.	An	awkward	silence	stretched	out.	There	was	only	one	person	in	her	whole	town	whom	Kendra	could	tell	about	her	situation.	He	replied	that	he	had	not	been	informed.	Even	though	it	was	late	and	she	felt	drowsy,	her	mind	was	too	full	of	questions	for
sleep	to	find	her	quickly.	They	both	looked	astonished.	By	the	way,	Seth,	your	grandma	sent	you	this.	What's	up?	Had	I	drugged	you	by	surprise,	it	would	have	been	much	more	difficult	to	make	sense	of	the	experience	afterwards.	Good,	Seth	said.	Grudgingly,	she110	glanced	up.	EvenStan	was	in	the	rotation	before	the	accident.	If	you're	on	your	best
behavior,	I	might	even	let	you	sign	my	yearbook.	I	could	use	some	assistance	with	one	other	task.	One	defender	stayed	at	the	line	counting	alligators.	What	artifact	was	hidden	there?	What	about	Brittany?	Another	tray	with	drinks,	jam,	and	butter	was	already	on	the	desk.	All	of	a	sudden	she	realized	what	Seth	must	have	whispered	to	him.	He	stepped
out,	tense,	ready	to	leap	back	into	the	elevator	at	the	slightest	provocation.	Voorsh,	said	the	one	stirring	the	cauldron.	Hopefully	she	would	get	through	by	phone	even	before	the	letter	arrived.	A	stunned	Mr.	Ford	was	catching	blood	from	his	nostrils	in	a	cupped	hand.	They'll	tell	you	more	about	it	at	Fablehaven,	Vanessa	promised.	Kendra	stifled	a
laugh.	If	he	had	been	unaccompanied,	Seth	probably	would	have	walked	away.	Viola,	the	milch	cow,	is	a	potion	master's	dream.	Like	Alyssa,	they	didn't	seem	to	be	joking.	It	was	the	narrowest	passage	they	had	seen.	Each	caretaker	has	an	equal	say,	with	none	officially	presiding,	Grandpa	said.	But	why	not	sleep	in	a	little	first?	The	corridor	ended	in	a
T.	Last	week,	we	found	an	imp,	one	of	the	big	kind,	passing	information	to	a	caped	figure	through	the	border	fence.	Wrong	side,	he	apologized	with	a	smile.	Page	8	You	don't	have	to	do	this,	Kendra	said.38	Don't	worry,	I	won't	blame	you	if	my	brain	gets	eaten,Seth	said.	Somebody	could	have	been	hiding	on	the	grounds	for	a	long	time,	and	waited	until
now	to	strike,	Coulter	theorized.	She	had	narrow	features	and	wore	a	lot	of	makeup.	Glancing	back	at	the	Volkswagen	van,	Seth	could	not	see	the	occupants	inside.	The	Sphinx	himself	wants	to	meet	Kendra,	Grandma	said.	If	we	aren't	there	by	ten-thirty,	he'll	know	we	aren't	coming.	A	pair	of	goblins	squinted	and	held	up	their	long,	narrow	hands
against	the	light.	One	balanced	on	a	three-legged	stool,	stirring	the	foul-smelling	contents	of	the	cauldron	with	what	looked	like	an	oar.	Errol	did	not	explain	it	to	Seth.	It	was	shame.	This	was	not	like	Mrs.	Archibald	will	return	tomorrow.	Along	with	certain	similarities.	At	last	Kendra	broke	the	silence.	Kendra	accused.	It	was	sad	to	think	that	her
friend	Lena	would	not	be	there	to	welcome	her.	I	know	I	haven't	been	very	kind	since	you	arrived,	Kendra	said.	But	this	had	been	a	renaissance	year.	Behind	the	other	door	was	a	large	storage	closet	full	of	cleaning	supplies	and	various	tools.	Use	the	surrounding	mesh	to	scoop	him	up.	What	is	this,	Stan?	He	will	be	inexorably	drawn	to	you.	No,
something	nice.	Or	that	one	of	them	has	been	an	agent	for	the	Society	all	along.	Vanessa	gunned	the	engine.	Was	she	going	to	cry?	Might	take	a	little	practice,	but	it	works.	Dale	was	tall,	but	Tanu	was	half	a	head	taller.	He	turned	them	back	around,	and	it	now	looked	like	a	normal	deck	of	fifty-two	different	cards.	The	substitute	remained	impotently
by	the	desk.	Errol	knitted	his	brow.	Tell	them	about	the	hoeing,	Tanu	prompted.	It	was	the	sort	of	suit	Kendra	would	have	expected	to	see	in	a	play,	not	in	real	life.	You	get	accustomed	to	it.	Grandma	pointed	the	flashlight	beam	at	a	light	switch.133	From	here	forward,	the	dungeon	is	wired	for	lighting.	What	should	we	do	until	then?	A	cool,	damp
breeze	greeted	them.	A	long	table	dominated	the	room,	surrounded	by	six	chairs.	Grandma	winked.	Katie's	dad,	he's	wondering	if	you	know	where	Katie	might	be.	Randy	immediately	tagged	Seth	with	both	hands,	downing	him	just	shy	of	Chad	Dupree's	sweatshirt,	which	marked	the	front	of	the	end	zone.	Isn't	it	a	little	dark	for	sunglasses?	He	shook
the	package,	revealing	nothing,	because	Kendra	had	packed	the	statue	snugly	amid	wadded	newspapers.	Alyssa	relished	the	reaction,	becoming	more	animated.	But	sometimes	they	run	away	with	us.	No,	Kendra	said.	Then	the	fairies	had	mounded	up	the	surrounding	earth	over	the	spot	the	chapel	had	occupied	and	made	it	bloom	as	brightly	as	the
gardens	back	at	the	house.124	Must	look	better	now	without	that	moldy	old	church,Seth	said.	He	has	the	dreamiest	eyes.	What	about	Vanessa,	Tanu,	and	Coulter?	Dale	will	bring	it	up	momentarily,	Grandma	said.	Because	I'm	terribly	fond	of	it.	Pat	him	on	the	shoulder,	Dale	suggested.	The	only	catch	is,	we'll	have	to	drive	a	few	hours	to	get	there.
There	has	to	be	something	we	can	do!	Seth	said.	How	long	is	his	sentence?	She	looked	too	sophisticated	to	be	holding	a	tray	of	food	like	a	maid.	Elevate	her	feet,	someone	said.	They're	in	the	walls	by	now.	Retrieving	the	flashlight,	Seth	checked	the	side	of	his	thumb	and	found	a	row	of	tiny	puncture	wounds.	With	you	and	Seth	out	of	the	house,	they
will	be	much	safer	than	any	of	us.	My	treat.	It	squealed	up	one	floor	and	rattled	to	a	stop.	His	sister	didn't	usually	talk	to	him	at	school.	He	and	Kendra	headed	off	together.	There	had	to	be	a	way	to	stop	him!	Ahem.	It	must	have	left	a	lingering	effect	that	Warren	can	sense.	Yet	I	am	privy	to	that	knowledge.28	29What	do	you	mean	by	fairystruck?	He
shook	some	salt	into	his	palm	and	tossed	it	over	his	shoulder,	then	rapped	his	knuckles	on	the	tabletop.	Kendra,	he	had	dog	breath.	But	I	managed	to	slowthe	brute	long	enough	for	Tanu	to	use	a	concoction	that	paralyzed	him.	We	don't	know	many	of	the	details,	Tanu	said,	his	dark	eyes	flicking	back	and	forth	between	the	two	of	them.	His	features
were	more	finely	sculpted.	I'm	getting	hungry,	Seth	grumbled.	Grandpa	pursued.	Is	thereanything	you	can	tell	us?	You	haven't	had	milk,	Seth.	That	would	be,	what,	three	years'	earnings?	English.	You	two	must	have	really	done	a	number	on	your	grandparents	last	summer.	Oh,	toughen	up,	Seth	said.	The	statuette	was	once	again	inanimate.48	Seth
hurriedly	backtracked,	exiting	the	room.	It	looked	ridiculous,	Seth	said.	She	looked	like	she	was	about	to	explode.	Just	a	second.	It's	so	good	to	see	you.	Chapter	Two	Across	the	room,	Casey	Hancock,	the	goblin	in	disguise,	grinned	wickedly	at	Kendra.	They	will	be	your	mentors,	Grandpa	said.	Oh	no,	Seth	said.	Looking	back,	Kendra	saw	the	headlights
come	on	and	the	van	pull	into	the	street	behind	them.	Seth	asked.	They're	loose	in	the	house?	The	dog	sat,	its	shaggy	head	higher	than	Seth's	waist.	He	shifted	in	his	seat	and	glanced	at	her.	Vanessa	slammed	on	the	brakes.	Price	grabbed	the	lip	of	Jonathon	White's	desk.	The	lighted	sign	out	front	provided	the	only	illumination	besides	the	moonlight.
Am	I	understood?	You	run,	Errol	said.	Kendra	asked.The	young	enjoy	an	innate	immunity	to	many	such	spells,	Errol	said.	She	had	tried	to	call.	She	would	have	to	ask	Grandpa	about	it.	Which	is	why	some	of	the	best	potion	makers	don't	live	very	long.	Why	are	you	whispering?	Seth	accepted	the	eyedropper	from	Errol.	I	do	it	partly	because	I	trust	that
you	have	learned	a	hard	lesson	about	caution,	and	partly	because88	it	may	be	necessary	for	your	protection.	The	owner	is	out	of	the	country,	so	the	boat	is	currently	vacant.	He	left	the	drinks	on	the	nightstand.	Consulting	with	the	Sphinx.	Seth	patted	Kendra	on	the	shoulder.	Like	golems,	they're	nearly	extinct.	Kendra	declined	whenever	they	offered
her	some.	Sharp	lad.	Alyssa	normally	got	impressive	grades,	but	she	worried	a	lot	nonetheless.	Especially	when	you're	fourteen!	I	hadn't	thought	of	it	that	way,	Alyssa	conceded.	Our	only	hope	is	to	keep	them	imprisoned.	About	how	she	felt	right	now.	What	happened	to	her	courage	without	an	immediate	threat?	The	cabin	had	a	large	central	room
with	a	door	in	the	rear	that	led	to	another	room,	and	a	ladder	that	granted	access	to	a	loft.	We	have	to	find	it	first.	I'll	confirm	with	Coulter,	but	I'm	sure	this	man	approached	you	under	false	pretenses.	None	remain	who	know	its	location,	Grandma	whispered.	Sweet!	Does	he	grant	wishes?	The	card	was	gone.	He	held	up	a	business24	card	in	his	white-
gloved	hand,	in	a	way	that	suggested	hemeant	for	her	to	read	it,	not	take	it.	I	should	have	warned	you,	Errol	said.	She	wasn't	just	talking	to	him	at	school,	she	wanted	him	to	go	someplace	with	her?	Wouldn't	goblins	let	the	prisoners	out?	They're	all	vipers.	The	man	was	dressed	in	a	fancy	suit	that	looked	about	a	hundred	years	out	of	style.	Vanessa
grinned.	Good	thinking,	Kendra	said.	Nor	had	anyone	else,	apparently.	A	wrapped	package	rested	in	front	of	Kendra.	Would	it	work	to	meet	around	nine?	She	had	skimmed	her	notes	and	reviewed	her	old	tests.	You	need	a	hall	pass,	the	substitute	said.	That's	right,	Kendra	managed.	Seth	found	that	door	unlocked.	We	were	lucky	to	get	away	with	so
little	damage,	Vanessa	said.	Would	you	look	at	that!	Dale	gasped.	Have	the	brownies	ever	made	you	brownies?	Eat	the	leaf?	Kendra	no	longer	felt	as	desperate	for	a	new	beginning.2	Alyssa	Carter	sat	down	in	the	desk	next	to	her.	Half-expecting	slobbering	zombies	to	burst	from	the	caskets	at	any	moment,	Seth	wove	through	the	cluttered	room	until
he	could	see	around	the	corner	of	the	L.	Coulter	entered	the	room	holding	a	walking	stick.	Grandpa	eyed	Seth.	Girls	can	get	in	a	lot	of	trouble	that	way.	She	peeked	out	between	her	blinds	every	few	minutes,	hoping	to	see	Vanessa	pull	up.	Kendra	prodded.	I'm	down	the	street	from	your	home,	right	where	I	dropped	you	off	the	other	night.	I	might	be
walking	home	today,	Kendra	said.	The	statue	bit	me!	Are	you	all	right?	Above	the	statue	a	sign	read:	Do	NOT	Feed	the	Frog	The	brief	message	filled	Seth	with	foreboding.	Dullions	are	a	bit	easier	to	create.	Why	didn't	you	tell	me?	Everyone	complied.	My	braces	look	the	size	of	train	tracks.	Seth	inched	the	treat	forward.	Endless	night,	Grandma
echoed.	The	brownies	get	in	and	out	through	the	dungeon?	She	had	warned	that	if	there	were	another	ambush,	it	would	most	likely	come	near	the	entrance	to	Fablehaven.	His	tank	top	revealed	massive,	sloping	shoulders.	he	asked.	Case	wanted	tosee	Medal	of	Shame,	about	a	serial	killer	addicted	to	terrorizing	veterans	who	had	won	the
Congressional	Medal	of	Honor.	I	Pawn	shop.	Once	you	get	your	gold	from	the	satyrs,	Kendra	said.	We'll	get	them	rounded	up.	A	year	ago	that	had	sounded	like	a	more	exciting	prospect	than	it	did	now.	Here,	let	me	do	it.	I'll	take	that	bet.	We'll	reserve	that	discussion,	and	many	others,	for	tomorrow.	A	thorny	green	tattoo	wreathed	his	thick	upper	arm.
Hey,	you're	going	to	miss	the	bus.	Errol	squeezed	his	wrist	and	then	held	up	a	silver	dollar.	Once	we're	out	of	earshot	from	your	parents,	we'll	get	rid	of	him	quick.	I	bet	we	left	some	sweet	skid	marks,	Seth	gushed.	School	just	got	out,	so	it's	a	little	after	two-forty.	It	was	that	foul.	That	was	why	they	had	laughed!	Seth	had	probably	accused	her	of	not
washing	enough,	even	though	she	scrubbed	her	face	every	night!	But	of	course	Tanu	would	believe	Seth,	because	the	evidence	was	right	there	on	her	chin,	as	subtle	as	a	lighthouse.	Kendra	wished	she	could	tell	her	father	about	her	predicament,	but	he	knew	nothing	about	the	magical	properties	of	the	preserve	Grandpa	and	Grandma	Sorenson
managed.	Grandpa	sat	in	his	wheelchair,	Grandma	sat	in	the	chair	behind	the	desk,	and	Seth	sat	in	one	of	the	oversized	armchairs	in	front	of	the	desk.	He	found	out	that	Seth	was	going	into	seventh	grade,	that	he	liked	to	ride	his	bike	and	play	practical	jokes,	and	that	he	had	once	captured	a	fairy	using	a	jar	and	a	mirror.	Nobody	should	know	that	you
know.	We	don't	ever	open	it.	Page	18	You	asked	the	Sphinx	what	to	do?	Kendra	supposed	shewould	have	been	impressed	herself	if	she	didn't	know	he	was	a	revolting	monster.	Alyssa,	Mrs.	I	thought	I	was	going	to	throw	up.	Kendra	asked	suspiciously.	Seth	dug	into	his	suitcase.	That	must	be	your	ride.	Alyssa,	Kendra	said	firmly,	taking	her	hand,	I
need	to	talk	to	you	in	private	for	a	second.	They	are	more	shocking,	and	less	addictive.	And	it	suddenly	seemed	like	he	had	revealed	the	guiltiest	secret	of	all	time.	The	word	Chapel	was	written	above	a	set	of	double	doors.	He	tightened	his	grip	on	her	hand	for	a	moment.	So	the	idea	is	not	without	precedent.	What	else	can	you	make?	They	reached	the
metal	door.	In	their	absence,	we	long	ago	lostthe	ability	to	contend	with	beings	of	their	power.	Alyssa	shook	her	head	as	if	Kendra	were	crazy.	Where	are	wegoing?	His	fingers	fluttered,	and	a	garage-door	opener	materialized.	I	need	to	call	my	dad.	As	a	consequence	of	the	slope,	a	retaining	wall	encompassed	three	sides	of	the	garden,	low	in	the	front,
high	in	the	back.	Nothing	so	morbid,	Errol	assured	them.	The	road	was	only	two	lanes	wide,	and	the	scant	shoulder	was	steep	and	rocky.	She	should	be	glad	to	be	aware	the	new	kid	had	a	hidden	identity,	right?	Your	grandfather	has	an	old	friend	named	Coulter	Dixon	who	lives	in	the	area.	I	study	cause	and	effect,	and	I	benefit	from	the	studies	of
many	who	came	before	me.	Seth	did	not	know	how	the	animal	could	see,	it	had	so	much	hair	dangling	in	its	eyes.	Brave	enough	to	sneak	out	of	the	house	and	go	with	Errol.	Warily	he	picked	it	up,	holding	it	near	the	base	so	if	it	tried	to	bite	him	again	he	could	avoid	the	tiny	fangs.	You	said	this	Fisk	character	is	expecting	to	meet	you	tonight?	Trina	was
signing	Kendra's,	Alyssa	was	signing	Trina's,	and	Brittany	was	signing	Alyssa's.	It	tingles	a	little,	Errol	said.	Grandpa	leaned	forward	in	his	wheelchair	and	lowered	his	voice.	Kendra,	Coulter	has	been	here	at	Fablehaven	for	more	than	a	month.	That	was	a	relief.50	So	how	does	this	statue	get	rid	of	the	kobold?	Blinking,	he	grimaced	and	growled.	The
platform	was	high	enough	to	see	over	the	nearest	treetops	down	the	slope	from	the	cabin,	which	extended	their	view	quite	a	distance.	So	what	are	we	seeing?13	They	negotiated	for	a	couple	of	minutes.	He	was	a	professional.	Thanks.	Page	20	It's	only	fair	that	I	now	tell	you	about	myself,	Tanu	said.	Grandma	produced	a	key.132	Remember,	keep	your
voices	down,	and	stay	away	from	thecell	doors.	The	action	elicited	no	response.	When	Warren	showed	up	a	few	days	later,	he	was	white	as	an	albino,	and	catatonic.	But	they	may	already	have	one,	Seth	said.	She	still	handled	surprisingly	well,	Vanessa	said,	picking	up	Seth's	suitcase.	And	he	responds	to	touch.	Seth	fidgeted	with	the	garage-door
opener.	Yes,	Grandma	replied.	The	last	thing	he	wanted	was	to	get	cornered	by	zombies	inside	of	an	elevator.	I	have	three	watches.	In	and	out.	Vanessa	brought	the	damaged	sports	car	to	a	stop	in	front	of	the	house.	My	bus!	I	can	give	you	kids	a	ride,	Errol	offered.	Anyhow,	Grandpa	said,	the	point	is,	we	believe	that	the	imp,	and	perhaps	others,	must
have	leaked	the	experience	Kendra	had	with	the	fairies	to	the	Society.	We	know	the	Society	has	taken	a	serious	interest	in	you	two.	And	avoid	them,	Tanu	grinned.	Can	I	get	you	some	refreshments?	Apocalyptic.	She'll	need	a	gas	mask.	Dale	turned	him	so	that	he	was	seated	on	the	edge	of	the	bed.	They	make	tasty	food.	What	is	this?	She'd	feel	it,	but
she	wouldn't	let	it	overwhelm	her.	Then	we're	agreed	on	our	goals?	Amid	the	shadowed	shrubs	of	the	garden,	Kendra	noticed	the	colorful	twinkle	of	fairies	flitting	about.	He	suggested	we	move	the	artifact.	There	was	a	kobold	in	my	school.	The	frog	had	teeth.	Once	you	get	him	started	at	something,	he	just	goes	on	and	on	until	you	stop	him.	Kendra
scooped	some	eggs	onto	her	plate	while	Seth	buttered	a	piece	of	toast.	What	is	he	pretending	to	look	like?	When	Seth	pushed	the	gate	sideways,	it	collapsed	like	an	accordion.	But	for	centuries	we	have	benefited	from	the	advice	and	aid	of	our	greatest	ally-the	Sphinx.	Sit	down	first.	What	did	he	know?	And	we	have	a	pair	of	keepers,	lesser	goblins	who
make	and	serve	the	glop	and	keep	things	reasonably	tidy.	Fairy	kisses	have	potent	restorative	powers,	Tanu	said.	I	try	to	figure	out	how	to	combine	different	materials	to	achieve	a	desired	outcome.	Come	as	close	to	ten	as	you	can.	A	warm	tongue	caressed	his	palm,	and	Seth	rubbed	the	top	of	the	animal's	head.	But	many	of	the	most	powerful
creatures,	like	dragons,	can	assume	human	form	when	it	suits	them.	Nobody	knew	those	drumants	weren't	poisonous.	Whoa!	Seth	said	when	he	got	a	look	at	her	dark	blue	sports	car.	Was	she	a	coward?	How	about	we	meet	outside	the	theater	at	seven?	Your	grandfather	and	I	were	very	distraught	over	what	happened	to	Warren.	Seth	figured	he	had
better	get	to	class.	I	have	not	received	your	letter.	Price's	desk	talking	to	Jonathon	White.	Page	23	He	looked	to	be	in	his	twenties,	at	least	ten	years116	117	younger	than	Dale.	Her	Grandpa	Sorenson	had	introduced	her	to	magical	milk	that	enabled	people	to	see	through	the	illusions	that	normally	concealed	mystical	creatures.	Seth	had	started	the
school	year	a	bit	shorter	than	most	of	the	boys	in	his	grade,	but	was	finishing	the	year	taller	than	average.	But	they	are	willing	to114	let	us	try.	Under	the	circumstances,	that	would	have	to	suffice.	Having	completed	the	exam	early,	Kendra	had	about	twenty	minutes	before	the	buses	would	be	leaving.	A	couple	of	kids	hurried	over	to	the	fallen	teacher.
Mrs.	Going	inside	alone	felt	like	suicide.	Two	hours!	Kendra	exclaimed.	He	called.	So	that's	what's	down	there!	Seth	cried.	I	can	find	much	of	what	I	need	on	preserves.	I	haven't	opened	it	in	three	days!	Nobody	saw	anything	peculiar	last	night?	A	pair	of	men	flanked	Grandpa.	Now,	pass	me	off	to	your	mother.	Your	mind	was	searching	for	threats	to
justify	the	emotion,	Tanu	said.	She	gave	a	single,	small	nod.	No	worries,	I'm	a	night	owl.	It	may	be	tough	to	anticipate	how	Errol	will	react	when	the	two	of	you	fail	to	keep	his	appointment.	I	was	so	scared	the	other	night.	Seth	snapped	the	biscuit	in	two	and	tossed	half	to	the	dog.	Like	a	moving	haystack.	Nope,	Seth	said.	Tanu,	Coulter,	and	Vanessa
will	need	to	be	in	top	form.	You're	good,	Seth	said.	Whoa,	you	really	are	magic,	Seth	said.	But	the	engine	purred	and	the	car	seemed	to	be	driving	smoothly	as	the	speedometer	topped	ninety.	Put	it	back	in	the	deck,	Errol	instructed.	Contrasted	against	the	shirt,	his	arms	looked	white	as	milk.	Better	than	many	of	the	trained	professionals	I	have
partnered	with	in	the	past.	What	was	all	that	about	teamwork	yesterday?	Unless	repulsive	goblins	routinely	infiltrated	the	public	school	system.	Yelping,	she	jumped	up,	swatting	at	her	skirt.	Then	he	held	up	a	couple	of	dog	biscuits.	The	tactic	kept	them	from	plowing	directly	into	the	dullion,	but	the	lunging	strawman	pounded	the	car	with	its	huge
fists	as	they	roared	past.	We'll	have	to	puzzle	that	out	later.	Maybe	it	would	serve	Errol	right,	for	carrying	out	such	lousy	reconnaissance.	She	had	been	forced	to	be	brave.	If	you	fail	to	answer,	they	remain	captive	but	get	to	exact	a	penalty.	Kendra	and	Seth	both	nodded.	Wow!	Seth	said.	Mr.	Ford,	a	heavy	man	with	a	sturdy	build,	intercepted	the
manic	teacher,	pinning	her	arms	to	her	sides.	The	grin	appeared	artificial,	but	for	an	instant,	Kendra	thought	she	saw	a	flicker	of	life	in	his	gaze,	as	if	he	almost	focused	on	her.	We	may	find	the	artifact	tomorrow.	She	had	learned	that	even	rocketing	along	the	freeway	at	one	hundred	and	forty	miles	per	hour	became	monotonous	after	a	while.	You've
been	in	some	of	my	classes,	Case	said	to	Kendra,	wolfing	down	more	lasagna.	I'm	assuming	you	fed	it?	Maybe	Seth	had	a	point.	You	know	about	thegoblin?	Casey	Hancock	looked	inhumanly	deformed	and	hideous	because	he	was	not	a	human.	So	what	did	you	do?	Naturally	we	must	take	precautions	as	if	the	worst	has	happened.	Study	groups
disbanded	and	everyone	went	to	their	desks.	I	told	you	in	case	your	grandpa	and	I	perished	and	you	survived.	At	least	I	didn't	see	any	zombies.	Wonders	never	cease.	Kendra	tried	to	be	completely	honest	with	herself.	A	haystack?	Kendra	sat	on	his	bed,	chin	in	her	hand.	That	makes	sense,	Kendra	said.	Tanu	whispered	something	back	to	Seth.	If	not,
force	it	open.	This	could	be	just	the	beginning!	She	had	been	lucky	so	far,	with	only	the	occasional	pimple	now	and	again,	but	soon	she	might	be	disfigured	by	vast	constellations	of	acne.	Except	so	scary,	you	don't	really	like	it	till	after	the	ride	is	over.	Warren	made	no	move	to	wipe	the	tears	away,	showed	no	evidence	he	knew	he	had	cried.	A	watch
can	be	a	great	place	to	hide	a	coin.	You	really	think	firecrackers	are	going	to	come	in	handy?	I	have	a	hunch	that	several	pieces	are	missing	from	this	puzzle.130	None	of	the	drumants	were	poisonous?	Even	with	three	seasoned	experts,	finding	the	artifact	is	an	overwhelming	assignment.	Behind	it	was	a	bare	hall	with	doors	along	one	side	and	an	open
doorway	at	the	end.	Errol	held	the	cards	up.	Price	had	lost	her	mind.	It	looked	peculiar,	those	vacant	eyes	brimming	with	tears	above	a	slack	expression.	As	of	that	morning,	she	still	had	not	reached	her	grandpa	by	telephone,	and	he	still	had	not	replied	to	the	letter	she	had	mailed	Tuesday.	Besides,	she's	more	flexible.	Grandpa	scratched	his	chin.
Whatever,	Seth	said,	rolling	his	eyes.	And	we	have	a	few	stronger	containment	areas	for	more	powerful	occupants.	Strange	tribal	masks	lined	a	shelf,	golfing	trophies	crowded	another,	a	collection	of	fossils	vied	for	attention	on	a	third.	Not	when	they	do	anything	truly	dangerous,	Grandma	amended.	It	was	his	favorite	place	to	think.	Seth	came	into	the
room,	picked	up	his	mug,	and	chugged	the	contents.	Kendra	and	Seth	both	enthusiastically	agreed	that	they	were	excited	to	learn	from	Tanu.	I	just	mailed	my	letter	to	Grandpa	Sorenson	this	morning.	Seth	reached	for	it.	That's	settled.	None	of	them,	Grandpa	said.	No	cars	were	coming	down	the	road.	Page	12	I	have	just	received	reports	of	some
disturbing	activity	in	your	area.	Together	they	serve	the	added	benefit	of	providing	extra	security	around	here,	Grandma	said,	which	is	obviously	a	comfort,	considering	the	recent	unrest.	Tell	me,	my	little	man,	who	put	a	tack	on	my	chair?	Seth	compressed	his	lips.	She	would	never	be	able	to	show	her	face	again!	Her	cheeks	burned.	The	door	looked
neither	particularly	strong	nor	unusually	flimsy.	Kendra	could	hear	the	grandfather	clock	ticking.	It	burns	like	acid!	Seth	wiped	tears	from	the	afflicted	eye.	I	better	go;	the	buses	will	leave	any	minute.	Errol	inquired.	It	was	Friday	afternoon,	and	there	were	almost	three	months	between	her	and	the	next	homework	assignment.	Are	you	sure	you	want
to	go	walking	alone	in	the	dark	with	him?	Welcome	back,	Grandpa	cried,	beaming.	Without	warning,	the	statue	squirmed	and	bit	the	side	of	his	thumb.	As	they	progressed	down	the	long	corridor,	they	passed	a	couple	of	hallways	that	branched	off.	But	most	of	our	guests	prefer	the	dark.	Hadn't	they	done	enough?	I	suspect	it	was	intercepted,	perhaps
from	my	mailbox.	It's	starting.	Wait	for	the	nurse,	a	third	voice	instructed.	Kendra	was	starting	not	to	like	her.	Dale	pulled	back	the	covers	and	straightened	his	brother's	legs.	Trina	appeared	slightly	annoyed.	Sounds	perfect,	Seth	said.	The	kobold	alone	was	just	not	worth	it.	Dale	asked.	The	sensation	of	a	jade	statue	wriggling	like	a	living	thing	was
extremely	unnerving.	I	suppose	I	would.	But	he	has	become	concerned	that	Fablehaven	may	be	the	next	target.	Tanu	grinned.	You're	ditching	us?	Bringing	good	luck	as	usual?	Even	Stan?	I'm	sick	of	waiting;	what's	the	story?	Short,	bony,	and	greenish,	they	had	beady	eyes	and	batwing	ears.	He	makes	me	want	to	puke.	I've	never	had	a	ticket,	Vanessa
bragged.	Kendra	realized	he	was	probably	asking	what	emotion	to	expect.	I	hope	that	you	weren't	too	shaken	up	by	the	experience.	Kendra	extended	her	hand.	Iron	doors	with	small,	barred	windows	lined	the	hall.	She	tossed	the	fabric	and	it	fell	to	the	floor	like	a	parachute,	spreading	to	cover	nearly	an	eight-foot	diameter.	Exterminating	a	kobold	is	a
trifle	more	complicated	than	spraying	your	yard	with	chemicals.	Kendra,	name	a	card.	You	can	go	either	left	or	right	and	end	up	back	here.	Kendra	realized	that	Seth	had	not	seen	the	true	form	of	the	creature	that	had	assailed	them.	Her	face	felt	warm.	Although	I	haven't	seen	one	in	ages.	Sound	good?	The	car	trembled	and	skidded,	and	for	a	terrible
moment	Kendra	thought	they	were	going	to	sail	off	the	road,	but	Vanessa	regained	control	and	they	raced	away.	Seth	turned.	Fortunately,	the	shaggy	animal	seemed	to	have	accepted	his	presence.	Page	22	What	do	you	use	them	for?	You	asked	me	for	the	time,	Kendra	said.	If	you	don't	want	it-	Give	it.	I	better	catch	my	bus.	Dad	was	standing	over	her.
Tries	hard	to	keep	technology	off	the	grounds.	Kendra	recounted	how	Errol	had	told	them	the	only	way	to	get	rid	of	the	kobold	was	to	acquire	the	statue.	More	mouthwash?	We	need	to	get	you	guys	packed,	he	said.	I	never	learn	my	lesson,	do	I?	For	now,	let	your	mother	know	your	decision.	He's	here?	He	kept	going	and	going,	hoeing	and	hoeing.
What	is	your	deal?	She	opened	a	small	ice	chest	between	the	front	seats	and	removed	a	little	bottle	of	milk.	The	closer	the	time	got	to	ten-thirty,	the	more	anxious	she	became.	Even	with52	the	distraction	of	the	excursion	to	the	mortuary	the	nightbefore,	she	was	unconcerned.	I	have	finals	the	next	day.	Devils!	She	continued	struggling	vigorously.
Whoever	was	after	you	has	unusual	resources.	Think	again,	Vanessa	replied,	holding	up	her	arm	and	displaying	three	pairs	of	puncture	wounds.	Through	the	gate	Seth	could	see	the	wall	of	the	elevator	shaft	scrolling	by.	Of	course,	any	zombies	inside	the	mortuary	now	knew	he	had	arrived.	You	have	some	visitors,	Warren,	Dale	said.	They	came	out	on
the	roof	of	the	cabin,	on	a	small	platform	with	a	low	railing.	Imps	are	crafty	spies.	I'm	already	hatching	a	plan.	Brittany	was	an	easy	sell.	One	side	of	the	room	had	what	appeared	to	be	a	large	refrigeration	unit.	She	stopped,	her	hand	gripping	the	banister.	Big	surprise,	Seth	mumbled.	Sure,	Kendra	said.122	123	Follow	me	up	to	the	belvedere,	Dale
said	over	hisshoulder.	Kendra	had	wanted	to	catch	that	movie,	but	now	she	worried	it	would	be	ruined.	Warren	enjoyed	his	privacy.	Price	directed	him	to	a	desk	near3	the	front	of	the	room.	Chapter	Six	How	terrible,	Kendra	said.	The	keepers	slide	in	trays	of	food	through	the	slot.	Suddenly,	uninvited,	Casey	Hancock	plopped	down	at	their	table
holding	a	lunch	tray	loaded	with	cafeteria	lasagna,	sliced	carrots,	and	chocolate	milk.	The	basement,	Grandma	clarified.	Yeah,	is	that	bad?	Had	he	stopped	paying	his	phone	bill?	This	was	the	smoothest	goblin	of	all	time!	What	was	he	after?	Instead,	she	came	straight	to	her	desk	and	sat	down	next	to	Kendra.	It	wouldn't	hurt	to	hang	out	within
screaming	distance	of	home.	They	all	shared	a	jumbo	bucket	of	popcorn.	Okay,	Kendra	said.	I	needed	to	buy	combs	for	my	girlfriend.	He	was	the	fastest	kid	in	their	grade.	When	Archibald	called,	my	worries	were	multiplied.	I	think	I'm	in	love,	Alyssa	said.	He	ignited	a	flame	with	his	cigarette	lighter	to	make	sure	it	worked.	Who's	the	ringmaster?
Temporarily,	yes,	Tanu	said.	An	eyedropper	was	attached	to	the	cap.	Beside	the	desk	stood	a	rowof	tall	filing	cabinets.	Why	wouldn't	they	leave	her	alone?	Kendra	noticed	the	headlights	of	a	battered	Volkswagen	van	flashing	in	the	parking	lot.	Errol	held	up	an	empty	hand.	Even	forgetting	the	dead	bodies	inside,	the	house	looked	haunted.	A
dilapidated	outhouse	stood	a	fair	distance	from	the	cabin,	and	Kendra	spotted	a	hand-operated	water	pump	near	the	porch.	She	zipped	her	backpack.	There	was	a	new	student	in	some	of	my	classes	today,	she	explained.	Errol	would	not	take	them	to	the	houseboat	if	it	was	too	dangerous.	I	use	the	drops	every	morning,	Errol	said.	The	cabin	has	an



indoor	toilet	now.	They	drove	in	silence	for	a	moment.	*	*	*	*	Kendra	placed	a	period	after	the	final	sentence	of	the	final	essay	of	her	final	exam.	Although	creatures	can	come	into	the	yard.	Seth	said.	Seth	whistled	as	he	inventoried	his	emergency	kit.	Kendra	was	stunned	by	the	outlandish	bravado	of	asking	out	four	girls	all	at	once	on	the	first	day	at	a
new	school.	Errol	was	right,	Vanessa	said.	Errol	was	waiting	outside,	and	he	had	acted	suspicious	of	Vanessa.	Page	16	Coulter	regarded	them	with	a	measuring	gaze.	First,	we	need	to	sharpen	your	vision.	You	didn't	have	to.	So,	do	I	pass	inspection?	Grandma	Sorenson	started	walking	from	the	front	porch	to	the	driveway.	It's	kind	of	messy,	but	cool.
Grandpa	blustered.	Dad	dropped	the	lovebirds	off	at	Alyssa's	house.	Leave	the	dirty	work	to	me.	And	suddenly	she	realized	how	ridiculous	it	would	look	for	her	to	run	away.	Errol	held	the	card	up	for	Seth	to	see.	He	had	pointed	out	the	pimple	on	her	chin!	Seth	had	said	that	her	face	was	erupting	like	a	volcano,	that	grime	was	clogging	her	pores	and
turning	her	into	a	freakish	sideshow.	Is	he	going	to	freak	out?	Come	with	me,	I	Chapter	Seven	want	to	show	you	something.	Yeah,	if	I'm	going	to	do	it,	I	want	you	to	surprise	me.	Seth	estimated	that	the	casket	would	barely	fit	inside	the	elevator.	He	said	that	he	knew	I	had	been	fairystruck,	and	offered	the	information	as	proof	that	he	knew
Grandpa's87	friend	Coulter.	We're	already	here?	It's	okay,	a	guy	named	Errol	Fisk	helped	us	get	rid	of	it.	He's	going	to	wait	for	us	at	a	gas	station	near	our	house.	Only	magical	ingredients	yield	magical	results.	He	accepted	the	milk	and	drank	it.	Errol	checked	the	card.	And	they	are	protected	by	lethal	traps,	Grandma	added.	I	counseled	long	with	the
Sphinx	and	others	to	select	them.	To	the	left	of	the	door	was	a	keypad,	exactly	where	Errol	had	described.	Nice	try,	Kendra	said.	I	told	her	I	wanted	to	invite62	you	myself.	I	assure	you	the	biscuit	was	a	coincidence.	There	was	adoor	marked	Private	on	the	wall	opposite	the	elevator.	She	wanted	to	make	sure	it	wouldn't	endanger	you	or	the	preserve.
No	wife,	no	kids.	Of	course,	the	one	person	who	doesn't	need	these	is	too	old	to	help	out.	The	next	morning,	Kendra	awoke	with	Seth	shaking	her	shoulder.	Not	on	a	dark,	lonely	street.	He	asked	Coulter	to	keep	an	eye	on	you	two.	You	may	surprise	yourself,	Grandma	said	from	behind,	ushering	Kendra	and	Seth	toward	the	stairs.	The	sharp	odor	of
burnt	rubber	filled	the	car.	Kendra	stood	up	and	shouted,	It	was	Casey	Hancock!	Mrs.	Where	is	he?	Ferrari?	That	isn't	always	a	bad	thing.	These	beings	are	probably	where	the	notion	of	vampires	originated.	Why	replace	Lena	with	three	people?	They	turned	onto	a	wider	road,	tires	whining	mildly,	then	accelerated	aggressively.	Let's	go	fetch	Tanu	and
Warren.	It	was	against	the	same	wall	as	the	elevator,	so	Seth	had	not	seen	it	until	after	he	had	stepped	into	the	room.	He	wrenched	it	free	and	attacked	the	door	again.	They	reached	the	plank	porch	of	the	cabin,	and	Dale	used	a	key	to	open	the	front	door.	Was	Alyssa's	face	going	to	end	up	on	milk	cartons?	When	I	look	at	him	now,18	he	makes	me
shiver.	Whoa!	Seth	complained.	He	was	going	to	pick	us	up	tonight,	she	said.	Almost	every	teen	got	pimples	from	time	to	time.	We	are	going	to	steal	a	rare	item	from	a	wicked	and	dangerous	man.	He	did	not.	The	leaf	was	a	little	tricky	to	chew.	I	got	in	touch	with	him	last	night.	According	to	Grandpa,	with	her	and	Seth	out	of	the	house,	Mom	and	Dad
would	be	out	of	danger.	But	he	was	almost	certainly	up	to	something	shady.	Try	to	remember	that	it	is	artificial	and	that	it	will	pass.	Kendra	clarified.	We	hardly	use	it	except	for	emergencies.	But	you'll	get	to	see	a	new	side	of	Fablehaven.	Price	squinted	at	the	class.	It	was	much	less	fancy	than	the	parlor	above.	Three	balconies	with	low	railings
projected	from	the	upper	story.	And	he	could	picture	knocking	the	casket	off	the	table	and	creating	a	huge	mess.	Get	to	know	our	new	arrivals,	Grandma	said.	Follow	me,	Dale	said.	Errol	unscrewed	the	cap	of	a	small	bottle.	The	passenger	door	swung	open	and	the	trunk	popped	up.	Dale	had	explained	that	Warren	sunburned	easily.	Price,20	even
under	the	current	circumstances.	All	clear,	Vanessa	said.	Grandpa	slapped	his	hand	down	on	the	arm	of	the	wheelchair.	She	gave	each	of	them	a	hug.	We're	kicking	off!	Randy	yelled.	Very	low.	Seth	suggested.	I	just	moved	here.	As	does	Vanessa.	The	magic	they	wield	is	greater	than	any	we	know,	Grandpa	said.	It	seems	really	mysterious.	I'll	come,
Alyssa	said.	Errol	also	stressed	that	kobolds	were	suckers	for	gifts,	so	all	they	needed	to	do	was	wrap	up	the	statue	like	a	present	and	give	it	to	him.	The	seat	was	connected	to	the	desk,	so	Jonathon	went	down	as	well,	banging	his	head	on	the	desk	behind	him.	If	I	knew	of	another	solution,	I	would	not	trouble	you.	What	do	you	mean?	It	was	rancid.
Kendra	read	dubiously.	They	get	their	ingredients	in	horrible	ways.	Dale	rode	on	it,	and	waved	when	he	saw	them.	Potions	to	cure	illnesses,	potions	to	induce	sleep,	potions	that	awaken	lost	memories,	Tanu	said.	Should	be	a	snap.	I'm	sorry,	Seth,	Tanu	said.	Kendra	considered	speaking	up.	Grandpa	asked.	She	had	told	Seth	that	until	she	confirmed	the
identity	of	Errol	Fisk	with	Grandpa,	they	were	not	going	on	a	road	trip	with	him	in	the	middle	of	the	night.57	The	thing	with	the	kobold	had	been	a	desperate	situation.Now	they	could	afford	to	wait	a	day	or	two.	The	statue	did	not	move.	Vanessa	shook	her	head.	His	service	dates	back	to	the	twelfth	century.	The	majority	are	serving	life	sentences,
Grandma	said.	If	he	is	a	viviblix,	there	may	be	a	few	reanimated	corpses	about.	Once	again	he	was	wearing	his	rumpled,	antiquated	suit.	It	becomes	quite	ferocious	if	a	prisoner	breaks	out	of	a	cell.	I	can't	believe	you	talked	me	into	this,	Kendra	said.	*	*	*	*	Shaped	like	a	huge	box,	Roosevelt	Middle	School	was	constructed	so	that	in	winter	the	students
never	needed	to	go	outdoors.	Warren	was	no	longer	that	person.	Sometimes	the	mostpreposterous	lies	are	the	most	believable.	The	wheels	smelled	like	they	were	on	fire.	Except,	perhaps,	the	Society,	Grandpa	murmured,	scowling	at	the	floor.	Kendra	crouched	to	unzip	her	duffel	bag.	Where	do	you	get	ingredients?	Second,	Tanu	continued,	I	want	to
find	the	missing	relic.	Price	dead?	And	then	he	could	get	in	touch	with	Coulter,	who	would	tell	him	about	me.	Kendra	followed	Vanessa	into	the	study.	What	were	their	stories?	Case	replied	with	mock	surprise.	As	she	had	suspected,	Kendra	had	a	tough	time	focusing	on	the	movie.	I	bet	my	brother	has	worked	up	an	appetite.	Dad	poked	his	head	in.
Creamy	pus	leaked	from	multiplesores	on	the	back	of	his	scabby	head.	The	problem	is-	Not	a	little	statue	of	a	frog,	Kendra	said.	I	wouldn't	send	Seth	in	there	unprepared.37	What	do	you	think	I've	been	doing	since	I	first	contactedYou.	He	was	trying	to	talk	me	into	going.	Then	he	moved	in	close.	We'll	check	with	our	grandpa,	but	until	we	hear	back,
we'll	trust	that	you're	here	to	help.	He	stared	directly	ahead,	unmoving,	as	if	the	flicker	Kendra	noticed	had	been	only	her	imagination.	I	fear	you	and	your	brother	may	be	in	danger,	Grandpa	said.	We're	going	to	figure	it	out	when	we	get	there,	Kendra	said.	Did	they	know	about	Fablehaven	beforehand?	The	motions	seemed	automatic.	The	substitute
could	not	have	been	older	than	thirty.	Great,	I	looked	hypnotized	in	my	picture,	Kendra	groaned.	Tallest	passenger	getsshotgun.	You	know	the	service	station	on	the	corner	of	Culross	and	Oakley?	Kendra	felt	terrible	for	Mrs.	Chapter	Five	Which	is	the	true	explanation	for	our	visitors,	Grandpa	said	softly.	Can	you	tell	your	friend	to	hurry?	He
scrambled	out,	then	paused	to	stretch.	I	have	some	fascinating	things	to	show	you,	Grandma	agreed.	Had	she	whispered	to	Tanu?	See	that	you	don't,	Grandpa	admonished	solemnly.	Errol	smiled.	What	are	the	chances	of	you	two	sneaking	out	tomorrow	night?	The	figurine	was	apparently	sacred	to	kobolds.	Not	bald	and	covered	in	scabs	and	pus?	I
have	spoken	with	him	face-to-face	only	twice,	and	on	both	occasions	he	was	in	the	likeness	of	a	man.	Linda,	stop.	He	hasn't	spoken	since	he	turned	albino,	he	said.	Seth	nodded	glumly.	Grandpa?63	Yes?You	weren't	really	in	an	accident?	And	it	is	hard	to	cure	a	malady	without	diagnosing	the	problem.	It's	beautiful,	Kendra	said.	They	entered	and
Grandma	closed	the	door	behind	them.	My	dad	taught	me	what	I	know.	Everybody	stood	for	a	better	look.	Seth	tried	kicking	it	near	the	knob.	Not	likely,	Grandpa	said,	wiping	his	hands	on	a	napkin.	In	a	moment	the	bell	would	ring,	signaling	the	start	of	the	last	week	of	school.	That	is	why	I	want	to	bring	you	to	the	Sphinx,	Grandpa	said.	That's	right,
Dale	said.	And	escape	is	difficult.	What's	a	kobold?	Most	of	the	time,	Tanu	said.	Vanessa	pulled	a	white	mesh	fabric	from	her	pocket.	It	was	locked.	The	secret	preserve	was	in	Brazil,	Grandpa	said.	Price	interrupted.	Have	you	ever	eaten	food	that	madeyou	puke,	then	not	been	able	to	imagine	ever	eating	it	again?	Errol	asked.	Some	potion	makers	are
unscrupulous.	Seth	stooped	and	petted	it	for	a	moment,	and	then	went	to	the	door	to	the	garage.	They	couldn't	even	find	the	tack.	Trina	sat	on	one	side	of	Case,	with	Alyssa	on	the	other.	For	example,	we	have	a	former	groundskeeper	imprisoned	here	for	selling	batteries	to	satyrs.	Too	dark,	he	reported	quietly	to	Kendra.	When	she	tried	to	move	in	for
a	closer	look,	the	tiny	man	scurried	away	into	a	storm	drain.	Grandma	embraced	Seth,	who	seemed	a	little	reluctant.	Page	19	Olloch	the	Glutton	is	a	demon	enchanted	by	a	peculiar	spell,	Grandpa	explained.	Enormous,	Seth	said.	One94	grants	power	over	space,	another	over	time.	As	they	neared	the	intersection	where	they	had	just	turned,	the
Volkswagen	van	screeched	to	a	stop,	blocking	their	escape.	You	know,	Case	said,	I	hate	going	to	the	movies	alone,	but	I	have	no	friends	yet.	Seth	complained.	He	indicated	a	stately	building	half	a	block	down	the	road.	How	could	she	sit	through	an	entire	movie	beside	a	foul	monster?	Rather,	it	sat	upright	on	two	legs	with	a	pair	of	short	arms	folded
across	its	chest.	Kendra	had	never	heard	him	sound	scared	before.	The	vaults	that	hold	them	were	concealed	so	as	to	never	be	found.	Not	many	people	know	about	the	secret	preserves.	Spencer	lofted	a	high	spiral.	Archibald	Mangum	is	an	old	friend.	Don't	worry	about	your	parents.	Are	you	from	Hawaii?	Not	a	thing,	Coulter	murmured,	narrow	eyes
thoughtful.	There	is	some	danger	involved,	but	nothing	immediate.	Then	I'll	need	to	speak	with	her	again,	get	her	used	to	the	idea	that	a	friend	of	mine	is	going	to	swing	by	and	pick	you	up	tonight.	She	put	her	hands	on	her	hips,	glaring	at	the	class.	And	this	time	she	would	have	to	go	inside,	not	just	wait	in	the	van.	Kendra.	Have	they	found	anything
yet?	He	flipped	the	card	again.	Mr.,	Ford	said,	still	trying	to	control	the22	squirming	teacher.	Nothing	we	can't	handle.	Seth	knew	running	would	look	more	conspicuous,	but	he	could	not	resist	racing	to	the	Volkswagen	van.	Ace	of	hearts.	I	need	you	to	come	see	something,	Kendra	said.	Price	shoved	Kendra	aside	and	sprinted	out	the	door	and	down
the	hall.	The	school	was	buzzing	with	the	news	that	Mrs.	I	understand	you	two	have	not	met	him?	They	were	suddenly	going	forward	again,	away	from	the	creature.	Nothing	to	worry	about,	but	they	do	nip	at	you.	And	of	course	she	could	not	say	anything	about	Case's	secret	identity,	because	there	was	no	way	to	prove	it	short	of	convincing	Mr.	Ford	to
kiss	him	on	the	mouth.	Want	more?	Your	grandfather	and	I	bring	the	keys	to	the	individual	cells	into	the	dungeon	only	when	transferring	prisoners.	She	remained79	convinced	that,	deep	down,	Lena	preferred	life	as	a	mortalto	life	as	a	naiad.	And	third,	without	jeopardizing	our	other	missions,	I	want	to	find	a	cure	for	Dale's	brother,	Warren.	I've	tried
some	doses	of	different	emotions,	Tanu	said.	A	word	of	French	origin	meaning	sleight	of	hand.	He	had	just	looked	into	the	same	cell,	reporting	he	could	see	nothing.	And	a	vest	with	lots	of	pockets.	Errol	spread	his	gloved	hands.	The	only	glow	came	from	a	tiny	green	bulb	on	the	security	keypad,	so	faint	that	it	was	useless.	Kendra	gave	Case	the
package	this	morning	and	he	left	immediately.	The	hand	is	quicker	than	the	eye.	Veins	bulged	in	her	neck.	Kendra's	mouth	was	dry.	You	must	not	discuss	it	even	with	others	we	trust,	like	Dale,	or	Vanessa,	or	Tanu,	or	Coulter.	I	know,	Kendra	said.	Vanessa	looked	over	at	Kendra.	Grandmaasked.	You're	welcome	to	stay	the	night	here	and	get	a	fresh
start	in	the	morning,	Mom	said.	They	were	going	faster	than	a	hundred	miles	per	hour.	Seth	looked	as	sober	as	she	had	ever	seen	him.	She	had	cried	a	lot.	So	what	do	you	do	for	fun	around	here	?	But	I	would	swear	that	I	left	that	cage	locked.	Back	in	your	seats!	Mrs.	One	concern	is	that	if	the	Society	could	get	their	hands	on	one,	they	could	use	it	to
help	retrieve	the	others.	A	demon	called	Olloch	the	Glutton,	Vanessa	said.	So	what	exactly	is	Archibald?	You	were	in	there	for	a	long	time,	Kendra	said.	Or	I	suppose	calling	you	a	cab	might	be	more	appropriate.	I	don't-	was	all	Sasha	managed	before	her	desk	was	upended	as	well.	Outside,	the	sun	was	rising	on	a	clear,	humid	day.	And	he	probably
could	have.	Errol	glanced	at	the	card	and	flipped	it	over.	No!She	had	spoken	so	everyone	could	hear	her.	This	week.	His	head	was	bald	except	for	a	gray	tuft	in	the	middle	and	a	fringe	around	the	sides.	What,	you've	got	a	bunch	of	decks	up	your	sleeve?	Errol	handed	Seth	the	garage-door	opener	and	the	dog	biscuit.	Her	voice	had	a	differentedge	to	it,
cruel	and	hateful.	Grandpa,	Kendra	said.	But	he	doubted	he	could	generate	enough	speed	to	strike	the	door	much	harder	than	he	could	kick	it.	I've	been	experimenting	with	eliminating	the	toxicity	of	venomous	whirligigs.	Over	there,	talking	to	Lydia	Southwell,	Kendra	said,	pointing	subtly.	It	takes	a	few	seconds,	Tanu	said.	Kendra	noticed	a	cot	in	the
corner	where	Grandpa	now	apparently	slept.	I'm	serious.	Looks	like	you	took	quite	a	hit,	Grandma	said,	surveying	the	gash	in	the	roof	of	the	otherwise	streamlined	vehicle.	Errol	Fisk	Heaven's	Special	Gift	to	Women	Kendra	laughed.	And	don't	let	your	grandpa	know.	I'll	ace	them.	Kendra	turned	around	in	a	circle.	Yellow	and	bristly	under	the	bright
headlights,	the	oafish	figure	towered	at	least	ten	feet	above	the	asphalt,	straddling	the	yellow	line	in	the	center	of	the	road.	You	can	try	fear,	rage,	embarrassment,	or	sorrow.	A	few	cars	came	down	the	road	toward	him,	and	he	averted	his	eyes	from	the	bright	headlights	until	they	passed.	Behind	her,	she	heard	Tanu	telling	Seth	to	let	her	go.	Her
heart	was	sinking.	He	knows	your	friend	Coulter.	Your	room	is	ready	and	waiting.	Kendra	signed	Brittany's	yearbook	while	munching	on	a	croissant	sandwich.	Kendra	experienced	an	acute	moment	of	distress.	Why	did	they	keep	staring	at	her?	Seth	replied	inanely.	But	certain	orders	of	beings	are	vampiric	in	nature.	Just	the	chain,	my	girl,	he	said,
patting	his	vest.	Coulter	collects	magical	relics.	The	guys	were	lining	up.	Kendra	watched	her	friends	talk	animatedly	about	Case.	There	have	been	reports	of	unparalleled	activity	by	the	Society,	Grandpa	said.	What	happened?	Did	my	grandpa	send	you?	Why?	Fading	bruises	marked	his	face,	yellowish	and	gray	splotches.	I	get	it.	Why	had	he	ambushed
them?	He	unscrewed	the	lid	of	a	jar	and	used	a	tool	that	looked	like	a	small	tongue	depressor	to	scoop	out	some	beige	paste.	Dale	got	him	going	by	patiently	moving	his	arms	and	legs	until	Warren	began	repeating	the	action	on	his	own.	On	the	desk,	inside	a	crystal	sphere	with	a	flat	bottom,	floated	a	fragile	skull	no	bigger	than	Kendra's	thumb.	Hence
the	dungeon.	Thanks,	see	you	later.	The	school	year	does	not	end	for	four	more	days.	We	can	use	the	figurine	to	drive	away	the	kobold.	The	engine	growled	and	the	tires	squealed	as	they	backed	away.	I'll	probably	pass	next	time.	By	the	time	the	credits	were	rolling,	Case	had	an	arm	around	Alyssa.	Don't	worry	----	nothing	racy.	She	blinked	several
times.	She	didn't	want	to	make	eye	contact	with	anybody.	catastrophic.	Tell	the	truth,	you	knew	about	the	dog,	didn't	you?	At	the	base	of	the	door	was	the	smaller	portal	the	brownies	used,	matching	the	other	tiny	portal	in	the	door	at	the	top	of	the	stairs.	She	swung	her	legs	out	of	bed,	grabbed	her	duffel	bag,	and	walked	down	the	stairs	to	the
bathroom	to	freshen	up.	He	went	to	the	front	of	the	room	and	stood	near	Mrs.	It	must	be	a	lot	of	work	feeding	the	prisoners,	Kendra	said.	Linda!	he	said	in	a	tone	that	suggested	he	could	not	believe	what	was	going	on.	He's	got	a	dent	in	his	chin.	Inside	the	paper	was	a	shoebox,	and	inside	the	box	was	the	stolen	statue.	Darts?	You	should	see	it	in	the
fall.	Any	accusations	would	sound	crazy.	He	went	back	inside	the	theater.	She	went	to	her	locker	and	took	her	time	loading	everything	she	wanted	to	keep	into	her	backpack,	including	the	pictures	she	had	clipped	from	magazines	and	taped	to	the	inside	of	the	door.	The	back	is	a	bit	cramped.	She	lay	back,	letting	her	head	sink	into	the	feathery	pillow,
and	stared	up	at	the	sharp	angles	of	the	attic	ceiling.	The	door	was	still	open,	and	light	from	the	garage	revealed	a	mass	of	white	dreadlocks	approaching	down	the	carpeted	hall.	I	use	their	extracts	for	my	darts.	Nasty	vermin,	kobolds,	very	tenacious,	Errol	said.	It	won't	be	so	bad.	Unlike	me,	he	was	never	a	permanent	fixture	at	Fablehaven.	Kendra
heard	a	vehicle	pulling	to	a	stop	outside.	Which	is	why	I	didn't	just	ram	him	in	the	first	place,	Vanessa	said.	She	leaned	the	passenger	seat	forward	and	tucked	Seth's	duffel	bag	behind	the	driver's	seat.	You	don't	sound	too	thrilled.	Scrawny,	servile	creatureswho	live	to	take	and	execute	orders	from	their	superiors	----	meaning	your	grandfather	and
myself.	A	dullion,	Vanessa	corrected,	throwing	the	car	into	reverse.	Seth	considered	turning	back.	Very	likely	in	plain	view.	The	reputation	of	an	innocent	teacher	had23	been	ruined,	and	the	obvious	culprit	was	totally	getting	awaywith	it.	I	meant	because	you're	so	busy,	Grandma	soothed.	He	also	wore	a	couple	of	braided	bracelets	and	a	wooden	ring.
Everybody	all	right?	We	hardly	know	anything	about	him.	She	wanted	answers	too.	She	hung	her	head.	Price	continued	speaking	in	a	low	voice,	but	she	was	clearly	furious.	Pick	one	for	me,	Kendra	said.	Don't	tell	me	what	it	is.	One91	of	the	secret	preserves	was	compromised	not	long	beforeFablehaven	was	founded.	Can	I	use	your	cell	phone?	One	boy
was	feeling	her	neck	for	a	pulse.	His	vest	had	a	watch	chain.	Plaques,	certificates,	and	a	framed	display	of	medals	and	ribbons	decorated	a	portion	of	one	wall.	Wasn't	Fablehaven	supposed	to	be	a	big	secret?	He	was	sweating.	I	told	him	I	had	to	go	and	rushed	inside.	It's	hardly	bleeding.	Kendra	asked.131	None	are	lethal.	Seth	punched	in	7109	and	hit
enter.	That	is	the	right	question,	Grandpa	said,	jabbing	a	finger	at	Seth	for	emphasis.	Lots	of	psychos	seem	like	nice	guys	at	first.	Thanks	to	his	disguise,	the	goblin	would	keep	on	causing	mayhem	without	any	consequences.	Whenever	she	stopped	touching	him,	all	signs	of	life	would	vanish,	but	he	never	wept	again.	And	none	know	the	location	of	all
five.	Where	is	he	now?	Grandma	placed	a	hand	on	her	shoulder.	Can't	say	I'm	proud	of	dozing,	Dale	said.	Surely	it	had	something	to	do	with	her.	Drumants	look	kind	of	like	tarantulas	with	tails,	Tanu	said.	Price's	desk	at	the	start	of	class.	Like	in	Egypt?	Nothing,	Grandpa	said.	In	the	end,	Kendra	had	to	admit	that	she	had	not	actually	seen	Case	put
anything	on	the	chair.	What	does	he	look	like?	Pressing	the	button	on	the	garage-door	opener,	Seth	hustled	across	the	driveway.	He	removed	more	items	from	his	pouch-jars,	vials,	and	a	small	sandwich	bag	full	of	leaves.	Mom	answered	the	phone,	and	Kendra	reported	that	she	needed	to	be	picked	up.	I	don't	feel	good	about	this.	And	so	we	must
assume	that	they	are	aware	Fablehaven	is	a	secret	preserve,	and	realize	what	it	contains.	And	what's	a	drumant?	Face-to-face,	as	a	matter	of	fact.	Alyssa	asked	if	he	knew	anything	about	Mrs.	Isn't	that	where	the	Forgotten	Chapel	used	to	be?	I'm	sure	she's	fine.	I	think	he	could	tell	how	shocked	I	was	by	his	breath.	He	had	now	also	kissed	Trina	Funk
and	LydiaSouthwell,	and,	along	with	Alyssa,	they	had	wasted	no	time	spreading	the	word	about	his	chronic	halitosis.	Kendra	recognized	the	place	as	well.	Seth,	don't-	Kendra	began.	Mom	said	you	fell	off	the	roof,	Seth	said,	but	we	weren't	buying	it.	Grandpa	was	visibly	biting	his	tongue,	probably	because	another	indignant	outburst	would	only	confirm
Grandma's	words.	He	sat	still	for	a	moment,	then	straightened	his	legs	and	sat	up,	wiping	the	remnants	of	the	tear	from	his	cheek.	They	are	the	same	goals	Ihave	set	for	myself,	and	if	we're	going	to	work	together,	I	think	we	should	share	them.	How	did	you	find	out	about	this	so	fast?	The	kobold	glanced	down	at	the	present	and	back	into	her	eyes.
They	rode	in	silence	for	a	few	miles.	If	so,	Kendra	could	only	blame	herself.	A	golem	made	out	of	straw,	Kendra	said.	Large	potted	plants	crowded	the	shadowy	porch.	Do	you	have	any	questions?	We	tell	them,	right?	We'll	pretend	to	go	to	bed	early	and	slip	out	the	window.	Kendra	leaned	her	head	against	the	window.	They're	all	maggots,	she	hissed.
She	then	raced	to	Seth's	room	and	filled	him	in	on	everything	she	had	discussed	with	Grandpa	Sorenson.	You	two	will	be	helping	in	the	pursuit	of	this	hidden	treasure.	No	worries	about	that,	Kendra	said.	If	you	lie,	they	are	set	free	and	gain	power	over	you.	I'm	hoping	this	response	to	Kendra	will	help	us	as	we	seek	a	cure.	She	headed	down	the	hall
and	out	the	doors.	And	a	wristwatch	or	two.	He	means	we're	happy	to	see	you,	too,	Kendra	apologized.	Of	the	secret	preserves,	it	is	by	far	the	newest.	Tanu	would	almost	certainly	tell	Grandpa.	After	having	experimented	with	how	Warren	reacted	to	Kendra	for	more	than	an	hour,	they	stood	outside,	watching	the	albino	perform	jerky	jumping	jacks.
Seth	pulled	out	a	card.27	Show	it	to	your	sister.Seth	showed	Kendra	the	five	of	hearts.	We're	not	entirely	sure.	Seth	asked,	eyes	shining.	The	action	caused	Warren	to	take	his	eyes	off	her	hand.	Kendra	glanced	at	Seth.	You	could	call	your	grandpa,	and	he	could	tell	you	about	Coulter,	at	least.	Why	only	flashlights?	Just	trust	to	luck	that	something	good
will	be	playing.	If	you	say	so,	Kendra	said.	Kendra	reached	the	back	of	the	classroom.	Feed	the	statue?	I'm	in	the	middle	of	a	game,	Seth	told	her.	Unfortunately,	the	only	number	her11	12	parents	had	for	him	led	repeatedly	to	a	recorded	messageinforming	her	that	the	call	could	not	be	completed	as	dialed.	I	parted	with	the	watch	some	time	ago.
House	rules.	She	had	to	get	away.	Oh,	no,	Kendra.	Other	eye,	Errol	said.	Seth	stuffed	them	into	his	emergency	kit.	Is	he	really	all	disgusting?	It	is	the	first	real	breakthrough	we've	had	so	far.	But	to	her	classmates	it	would	look	like	she	was	telling	on	a	cool	kid.	Light	from	the	garage	spilled	into	a	hallway.	They	get	to	ask	you	three	questions,	which	you
must	answer	fully	and	with	absolute	truthfulness.	That's	how	I	feel,	Brittany	said.	Page	4	Alyssa	shook	her	head	regretfully.	She	was	leaving	her	friend	alone	with	a	creepy,	conniving	goblin.	They	chose	the	right	spot	for	an	ambush.	I	grew	up	in	Pasadena,	Tanu	said.	Until	you	feed	it,	the	figurine	will	be	immovable.	He	looked	almost	hesitant	to	speak.
Hello?65	You	disappointed	me,	Kendra.	They	normally	wield	a	deadly	poison.	Apparently	it	was	going	to	work!	Seth	slid	the	biscuit	into	the	eager	jade	mouth,	careful	not	to	let	the	figurine	nip	his	fingertip.	What's	a	whirligig?	I	thought	you	two	were	making	fun	of	me.	The	imp	that	put	him	in	that	wheelchair,	Grandma	said.	What	does	this	mean?	Seth
used	the	flashlight	to	examine	the	room.	They	were	originally	bred	to	guard	livestock	in	Hungary.	Good	eyes,	Dale	said.	It	would	take	a	shockingly	strong	will	to	resist	them.In	large	enough	doses,	I	don't	see	how	anybody	could.	Except	my	legs	are	numb,	Seth	groaned,	rubbing	his	calves.	He	stopped	to	close	the	gates	behind	them	while	Vanessa
proceeded	to	the	house.	I'll	check	the	wound	when	we	stop	for	gas.	Just	not	my	type.	I've	never	had	trouble	like	this	before.	None	have	returned.	Somebody	might	want	to	have	an	early	Fourth	of	July	celebration.60	Seth	shook	his	head	in	exasperation.	I	hate	you,	Seth!	she	yelled,	not	caring	what	anyone	would	think	of	the	outburst.	I	put	that	same
query	to	the	unofficial	leader	of	the	Conservators'	Alliance.	By	the	way,	thanks	for	telling	me	about	the	dog.48	49	They	were	now	driving	down	the	road,	the	lighted	signof	the	funeral	home	receding	behind	them.	Unless	it	makes	you	too	uncomfortable.	An	automatic	light	brightened	the	garage.	I	just	wanted	to	lend	a	hand	in	the	kitchen,	Grandpa	said
innocently.	The	iron	door	looked	ominous	at	the	end	of	the	gloomy	corridor,	illuminated	only	by	the	flashlight	Grandma	Sorenson	carried.	I	did,	Grandpa	said.	She'll	give	you	a	code	word:	kaleidoscope.	I	saw	him	by	your	desk	before	class	started.	I	like	to	think	that	in	some	corner	of	his	mind,	he	might	be	aware	of	us,	Dale	said.	His	legs	were	twisted
sideways	with	the	knees	together.	If	you	want	to	talk	with	him,	do	it	in	front	of	your	house.	The	bulky	creature	shuffled	toward	them.	Does	it	faster	if	things	get	too	noisy.	Several	varieties,	yes,	Vanessa	said.	She	had	tried	to	persuade	Alyssa	not	to	go.	Come	to	think	of	it,	she	had	never	found	her	way	into	the	turret,	even	though	she	had	accessed	both
sides	of	the	attic.	Tanu	asked.	What	do	I	do?	How	do	you	know	that?	Kendra	andSeth	sat	in	silence	while	Vanessa	reported	to	Grandpa	that	they	were	on	the	road	and	all	right.	Is	the	crush	over?	He	was	being	really	cute	and	funny.	The	fairies	had	returned	the	house-keeper	to	the	pond	from	which	Patton	Burgess	had	lured	her	years	ago.	The	buses
started	pulling	out.	As	word	spread	that	Kendra	had	spoken	up	against	Case	and	been	specifically	attacked,	she	was	bombarded	with	endless	questions.	I	mean,	with	all	the	creatures	in	the	woods?116	The	cabin	enjoys	the	same	protections	as	the	house,Dale	said.	Mr.	Reynolds,	the	same	prematurely	balding	substitute	from	yesterday,	sat	behind	Mrs.
Why	are	you	talking	like	I'm	not	in	the	room?	There	has	to	be	some	other	way	to	deal	with	the	kobold,	Kendra	muttered	nervously.	No,	Grandma	said.	One	was	a	hulking	Polynesian	with	a	broad	nose	and	cheerful	eyes.	No,	elevate	her	head,	someone	else	said.	They	must	be	combined	by	an	expert.	It	seemed	ridiculously	obvious	now.	Other	times	you
want	to	cheer	somebody	up.	Don't	you	worry	about	speed	traps?	What	had	bitten	Seth?	And	free	the	demons.	Everyone	calls	me	Tanu,	he	said.	A	third	grantsunlimited	sight.	It's	subtle,	but	I	can	tell.	You're	fortunate;	that	breed	can	be	really	unfriendly	to	strangers.	It	was	a	no-brainer.30Extermination	Procedures	The	sky	was	nearly	dark	when	Kendra
and	Seth	entered	the	service	station's	convenience	store.	I	tackled	him,	but	he	was	amazingly	strong.	Whatever	pricked	her	had	cast	some	sort	of	spell	over	her.	What	about	when	the	fairies	attacked	Seth?	She	paused.	Very	low,	Kendra.	The	casket	might	not	be	empty!	Another	door,	this	one	unmarked,	also	led	out	of	the	room.	Would	the	statuette
actually	eat	it?	A	gigantic	humanoid	figure	made	of	straw	shambled	out	into71	the	road,	waving	a	pair	of	crude	arms.	I've	never	actually	met	Stan.	It	was	hard	to	look	into	those	squinty	eyes	and	keep	her	face	pleasant.	Remember,	it	isn't	real.	Some	other	doors	were	unmarked.	It's	time	for	answers.	She	put	on	a	pair	of	sunglasses.	I'm	sorry	we
wrecked	your	beautiful	car.	Everything	okay?	For	many	mystical	creatures,	that	is	a	very	long	time.	She	figured	that	if	she	didn't	sound	curious,	it	would	look	suspicious.	We	know	of	it-we	don't	know	much	about	it.	Hi,	Grandpa.	Kendra	and	Seth	both	agreed.	If	something	happened	she	could	cry	out	or	run	inside.	It's	jargon.	If	you	get	rid	of	the	kobold,
Kendra	said,	I'll	believe	anything	you	say.	Kendra	put	the	phone	down,	trying	not	to	let	her	anxiety	show.	Kendra	asked,	standing	up.	The	compliment	seemed	to	buoy	him	up.	It	was	all	very	hush-hush.	Hard	to	say	for	certain.	Kendra	doodled	absently	on	one	of	her	book	covers.	No	wonder	Vanessa	has	such	an	awesome	car,	Seth	said.	Errol	tweezed	his
business	card	between	two	fingers,	folded	it	into	his	palm,	and	then	immediately	opened	his	hand.	They	forgave	me,	he	said.	He	had	already	turned	Tanu	against	her.	Your	grandparents	have	much	to	share	with	you.	This	is	our	oubliette,	Grandma	said.	Kendra	had	continued	to	try	to	reach	Grandpa	Sorenson,	and	had	repeatedly	gotten	the	recorded
message	that	the	call	could	not	be	completed	as	dialed.	Last	summer,	while	you	were	sleeping	forever	after	the	fairies	kissed	you-during	one	of	those	rare	moments	when	somebody	wasn't	scolding	me.	Is	this	the	cool	kids'	table?	Somewhere	deep	inside,	I	believe	his	mind	is	intact.	But	no	matter	what	ingredients	we	leave,	they	try	to	make	everything
into	a	dessert.	Delicious,	she	agreed.	Alyssa	and	Trina	were	standing	out	front.	The	bushy	head	lacked	eyes,	but	a	gaping	mouth	appeared	when	the	monstrosity	let	out	a	raspy	roar.	Shotgun,	Seth	called.69	Sorry,	Vanessa	said.	The	school	year	will	be	over.	The	prisoners	in	those	cells135	need	no	food.	His	playful	eyes	and	mild	voice	went	a	long	way
toward	offsetting	his	otherwise	intimidating	appearance.	Now	sit,	he	ordered,	repeating	the	gesture.	Hi,	Warren,	Seth	said.	Kendra,	Seth,	I	would	like	you	to	meet	Tanugatoa	Dufu.	The	dog	followed	Seth	as	he	crossed	the	room	to	the	elevator.	Going	into	the	funeral	home	with	Errol	and	Kendra	had	sounded	like	an	adventure.	He	headed	out	the	door
and	down	the	stairs.	Kendra	folded	her	arms.	The	key	was	to	mention	specific	jokes	you	had	shared,	or	fun	things	you	had	done	together	during	the	year.	He	hurled	me	into	a	gully.	Last	summer,	in	the	attic,	before	we	went	to	rescue	your	grandfather,	I	mentioned	some	reasons	why	Fablehaven	is	different	from	most	other	magical	preserves.	That,	at
least,	is	a	relief.	Errol	held	up	a	finger.	Errol	opened	the	door	and	Seth	climbed	in.	Seth	obeyed.	And	Trina	was	the	sort	of	girl	who	liked	to	be	catty	but	then8	got	attracted	if	the	guy	stood	up	to	her.	I	mean,	where	are	the	others	going?	It	was	fourth	grade	all	over	again;	she	was	eating	lunch	alone,	silently	hoping	for	somebody	to	talk	to	her.	he	said,
raising	his	voice	and	sounding	paranoid.	You	have	to	try	it,	Seth	said	to	Kendra.	Kendra	wondered	if	he	was	trying	to	compensate	for	his	injured	appearance	with	exuberance.	Part	of	a	demonstration,	to	prove	that	I	know	my	trade.	An	occasional	dose	of	fear	or	sorrow	can	be	cathartic.	Beyond	the	illuminated	sign	at	the	edge	of	the	yard	was	a	neatly
trimmed	lawn	bordered	by	tidily	rounded	hedges	that	came	no	higher	than	his	knees.	Play	it	cool,	Seth	said.	But	we're	getting	ahead	of	ourselves.	I	doubt	you'll	have	any	trouble,	Errol	reassured	him.	He	bites	the	hand	that	feeds	him	and,	after	that,	gradually	awakens,	driven	by	an	insatiable	hunger.	Especially	in	the	dark.	Vanessa	pressed	a	couple	of
buttons	on	her	key	chain.	It	all	depends	on	what	I	have	to	work	with.	He's	already	coming	out	of	it.	Giving	your	children	a	lift	is	my	pleasure.	He'd	churned	up	the	whole	garden,	and	much	of	the	yard	beyond.	Because	it	feels	so	good	when	you	stop!	Try	an	emotion	other	than	fear,	Tanu	said.	Because	my	hands	are	made	of	pure	gold	and	I'm	worried
somebody	will	steal	them.	The	garage	door	shut	with	a	prolonged	mechanical	groan.	We	don't	know,	Grandpa	said.	Mr.	Soap	Opera	was	also	moving	away,	still	chatting	with	Lydia	Southwell.	He	didn't	tell	me	the	details;	he	was	always	tight-lipped	about	his	assignments	until	after	the	fact.	Tanu	folded	his	hands	on	his	lap	and	adopted	a	more	formal
air.	It	melted	in	her	mouth	and	was	a	little	sweet.	They	have	no	idea	that	we	revealed	the	true	nature	of	the	artifact	or	the	fact	that	Fablehaven	is	a	secret	preserve.	Kendra	accepted	the	phone.	Was	he	fairystruck	then?	Seth	replaced	it	so	that	Errol	could	not	see	the	face	of	the	card.	He	found	a	red	felt	pool	table	underneath	a	ceiling	fan.	He	knew
such	things	really	existed,	and	so	he	knew	there	was	a	serious	possibility	that	he	was	walking	into	an39	actual	zombie	lair,	presided	over	by	a	real-life	vampire(regardless	of	what	Errol	called	him).	Other	items	I	locate	in	the	wild.	Fortunately,	what	we	need	is	close	by,	Errol	said.	Hey,	Kendra,	Case	rasped.	Younger	versions	of	Grandpa	and	Grandma
Sorenson	grinned	from	multiple	pictures,	some	black	and	white,	others	in	color.	Several	couches	and	armchairs	and	a	few	tall	lamps	lined	the	perimeter	of	the	room.	Grandma	turned	right.	Our	keepers	are	the	type	of	goblins	that	have134	managed	dungeons	for	millennia.	Tall	and	slender,	the	woman	had	a	lustrous	cascade	of	black	hair	and	an	olive
complexion.	She	swallowed.	But	he	had	seen	amazing	things	at	Fablehaven-fairies	and	imps	and	monsters.	I	thought	you	were	a	salesman.	Errol	cocked	his	head.	Her	reputation	was	already	damaged	beyond	repair.	Otherwise,	he'll	go	until	I	stop	him.	I	guess.	He	was	the	one	person	who	could	understand	the	real	story.	Secretly	excited	in	a	very
embarrassing	way.	Alyssa	was	acting	so	sincere	that	Kendra	found	herself	repressing	a	smile.	Yeah,	Kendra	said,	sitting	back	down	and	picking	up	a	piece	of	toast.	Access	it	by	the	elevator	adjoining	the	viewing	room.	As	his	size	increases,	so	does	his	power,	and	he	does	not	stop	eating	until	he	consumes	the	person	who	initially	awakened	him.	So
much	for	stealth.	You	think	the	relic	might	be	hidden	there?	He	is	no	blix.	I	want	you	to	describe	him	to	me.	Have	you	forgotten	:	my	lasagna?	Any	friend	of	Stan's	is	a	friend	of	mine,	he	said,	sounding	less	than	sincere.81	Nice	to	meet	you,	Kendra	said.Any	friend	of	Grandpa's...	A	street	magician	needs	places	to	hide	things.	Where	had	they	come	from?
Instead	she	was	weighed	down	by	the	question	of	whether	she	should	sneak	out	of	her	house	to	break	into	a	houseboat	hundreds	of	miles	away	with	a	virtual	stranger	and	her	younger	brother.	Once	we	discover	the	location	of	the	vault,	the	key	will	allow	us	the	chance	to	get	inside	and	retrieve	the	artifact.	Seth	had	no	idea	how	it	saw	the	treat	coming
through	all	that	fur.	Kids	heading	for	the	buses	passed	them	on	either	side.	No	problem.	Sure,	Alyssa	said,	handing	it	over.14	You	want	a	ride?	I	hope	he	knows	what	he's	getting	himself	into.	Tyler	Ward	ran	out	the	door,	presumably	to	fetch	the	principal.	An	interesting	consequence	of	his	condition	is	that	the	creatures	of	Fablehaven	never	come	near
him,	even	when	I	bring	him	outside.	The	best	strategy	against	Randy	would	be	to	go	long	and	make	the	most	of	his	height	advantage.	Strictly	speaking,	I	have	never	encountered	an	actual	vampire.	Inside,	one	of	the	fluorescent	bulbs	was	flickering,	interrupting	the	harsh,	even	glow.	Sorry,	I	needed	an	opener.	I	am	taking	a	risk	allowing	you	to	return
to	Fablehaven	after	the	harm	you	caused.	Trina	sat	with	her	arms	crossed,	wearing	a	disgruntled	expression.	Grandma	grinned.	All	are	dangerous.	Of	course	you	know	what	I	picked.	I	can't	see	what	he	lookslike.	Investigating	why	the	Society	is	interested	in	you.	I	know	you're	just	trying	to	encourage	your	sister,	but	never	treat	the	dungeon	casually.
Dale	stood	with	his	hands	on	his	hips.	Seth	had	to	reach	a	quick	decision.	If	she	concentrated	hard	enough,	she	should	be	able	to	keep	it	under	control.	At	times,	the	previous	summer	seemed	unreal,	like	a	long,	strange	dream.	You're	welcome	to	open	it,	Kendra	said.	Are	you	blind?	She	could	smell	his	cologne	ten	feet	away.	Ready	to	start	summer
school?	None	that	I	know	of,	Errol	said.	Well,	that	probably	meant	that	people	on	the	outside	would	not	notice	his	flashlight,	and	he	could	not	risk	zombies	sneaking	up	on	him	in	the	blackness,	so	he	turned	it	on.	I	need	you	to	return	the	favor.	A	single	tear	leaked	from	one	eye	and	slid	down	his	cheek.	I	don't	normally	speed	for	fun,	Vanessa	explained.
Seth	inquired.	He	scratched	his	arm,	crooked	fingers	lumpy	with	bulging	warts.	Tanu,	Coulter,	and	Vanessa	have	joined	us	here	at	Fablehaven	to	help	with	the	workload.	The	motor	was	already	running.	Just	in	case.	Don't	you	have	any	milk?36	Sorry,	fresh	out.	It	can't	be	easy	starting	at	a	new	school	so	late	in	the	year,	so	please	give	him	a	warm
welcome.	Her	army	of	fairies	had	leveled	the	chapel	when	they	defeated	and	imprisoned	Bahumat	and	Muriel.	If	anybody	can	find	a	cure,	I	think	we're	the	teamto	do	it.	He	furrowed	his	brow.	No.	Wait	until	Fablehaven.	It	was	Kendra.	Coulter	jabbed	his	fork	toward	Vanessa	accusingly.	Funeral	paraphernalia	littered	the	room:	nameless	headstones,
caskets	lying	horizontal	or	upended,	easels	with	colorful	wreaths	of	fake'	flowers.	That's	why14	15	you	hang	out	a	few	times	in	public	places	before	you	spendtime	alone.	It's	the	least-68	I	was	going	there	anyhow,	Vanessa	said,	picking	upSeth's	suitcase,	the	largest	of	the	bunch.	He's	pretending	to	be	human,	but	he's	actually	an	ugly	monster.	In	a
coded	reference	in	one	of	his	journals,	he	made	mention	of	an	inverted	tower	on	the	property	where	he	believed	Fablehaven's	artifact	resides.	And	although	he	was	a	prime	suspect,	she	hadn't	actually	seen	him	do	it.	Seth	folded	his	arms.	He	leered	up	at	her.	Price	yelled,	heaving	the	front	of	his	desk	up	so	that	it	tipped	over	backwards.	Who?	A	what?
The	seat	belts	locked,	and	the	car	stopped	about	ten	yards	shy	of	the	creature.	I	just	found	out,	Kendra	said.	Seth	kept	trying	to	peek	into	the	cells	they	were	passing.	I'd	planned	to	start	at	the	bottom	and	work	my	way	up.	Spencer	only	gets	to	quarterback	because	he	throws	the	best	spirals.	Mr.	Meyers	had	threatened	to	give	him	detention	if	he	was
late	again.	At	the	end	was	a	circular	room,	and	in	the	center	of	the	room	was	a	metal	hatch	in	the	floor.	We'll	catch	up	properly	in	the	morning.	On	top	of	the	protective	charms,	the	funeral	home	has	a	conventional	security	system.	The	Society	of	the	Evening	Star	should	not	even	be	aware	that	this	preserve	exists.	She	tried	to	distract	herself	by
putting	on	her	earphones	and	listening	to	music.	Many	speak	no	English.	For	example,	keeping	a	captured	fairy	indoors	overnight	would	turn	her	into	an	imp.	They're	going	to	teach	us?	Sounds	good	to	me,	Seth	said.	Errol	leaned	forward,	placed	a	finger	under	Seth's	right	eyelid	to	pull	it	down,	and	squeezed	out	a	drop.	The	night	before,	prior	to
dropping	off	Kendra	and	Seth	around	the	corner	from	their	house,	Errol	had	explained	how	to	proceed.	Page	15	It	wasn't	your	fault,	Vanessa	said.	Seth	finally	said.	Although,	if	I	had	kids,	I'm	not	sure	I	would	want	them	climbing	into	a	vehicle	late	at	night	with	a	man	they'd	just	met,	no	matter	what	story	he	told	them.	Vanessa	focuses	on	capturing
mystical	animals.	Amazing	how	swiftly	a	little	confidence	and	a	more	outgoing	attitude	could	elevate	your	social	status.	Are	any	of	them	poisonous?	Feed	the	statuette,	pick	it	up,	bring	it	to	us,	and	I	will	drive	you	home.	The	two	of	them	kept	whispering	and	giggling.	They	hop	around,	and	can	warp	light	to	distort	their	location.	Tanu	said,	winking	at
Kendra.	Others	have	been	sent	since	Maddox	vanished.	Can	we	go	in	now?	Dad	grabbed	the	suitcase	the	duffel	bag	off	the	bed.	Grandpa	asked,	fixing	his	stare	on	everyone	in	turn.	Her	cosmetics	were	applied	with	an	expertise	Kendra	had	never	seen	outside	of	fashion	magazines.	We	told	them	we	would	keep	it	vague,	and	that	they	should	do	the
same.99	If	we	find	it,	Seth	said,	why	don't	we	use	it	againstErrol	and	his	friends?	By	itself,	an	ancient	talisman	of	tremendous	power,	Grandpa	said.	Black	buttons	projected	from	the	wall,	looking	very	old-fashioned.	Did	you	hear?	No.	Kendra	mentioned	you	were	planning	on	doing	a	little	business	while	you	were	here.	You're	not	going	anywhere!	Case
exited	and	dashed	down	the	hall.	Sorry!	I	have	to	quit	for	a	while.	Your	grandparents	told	you	about	the	relic	we	are	hunting?	We're	friends	now.	It's	all	right,	Kendra	said.	At	the	third,	Grandma	paused,	seemingly	deliberating.	Yes.	Kendra	followed	him	to	the	living	room,	where	Mom	stood	chatting	with	a	statuesque	woman.	None	of	it	looked
valuable.	You	did	an	exceptional	job	at	the	funeral	home	last	night.	But	he	was	as	good	a	brother	as	a	guy	could	hope	for.	He	also	gave	him	a	small	flashlight,	with	the	warning	to	use	it	only	if	necessary.	I'm	sure	it	could,	Kendra	said	sincerely.	What	would	Grandpa	and	Grandma	tell	them	in	the	morning?	Good	enough?	Keeping	you	and	your	sister	safe
was	one	of	our	goals,	Tanu	replied	calmly.	I	don't	often	have	riders	in	the	back.	After	they	left	the	highway,	the	road	curved	more,	and	Vanessa	slowed	considerably.	You	mean	awesome	business,	Seth	accused,	whirling	on	Tanu.	I	took	to	conversing	with	the	jinn,	opening	the	hatch	and	calling	down	to	him	from	up	here.	By	all	means,	Errol	said.	Errol
held	up	the	empty	chain.	On	the	lips?	The	boy	had	a	bald,	scabrous	scalp	and	a	face	like	a	chapped	welt.	All	we'll	probably	find	are	hobgoblins,	fog	giants,	and	blixes,	Coulter	spat,	taking	a	seat	at	the	table.	Wow,	Seth	said.	Watch	out!	Kendra	yelled,	pointing	straight	ahead.	He	should	let	me	know	shortly,	Grandpa	said,	dabbing	the	corner	of	his	mouth
with	his	napkin.	She	shouldn't	have	left	her	friend	alone	with	that	goblin	for	a	second.	Although	the	suit	was	fancy,	it	was	rumpled	and	worn,	as	if	he	had	slept	in	it	for	several	consecutive	nights.	Closing	the	door	behind	him,	Seth	pressed	the	button	to	open	the	garage	door.	Sound	like	a	plan?	Seth	swallowed.	And	this	is	Kendra	and	Seth	Sorenson,
two	of	Stan's	grandkids.	At	least	the	illusion	concealing	his	true	identity	had	not	disguised	his	rank	breath.	To	be	humane,	we	generally	stick	to	flashlights.	Neither	can	I,	Seth	agreed.	Spencer	hiked	the	football	to	himself,	then	threw	a	short	interception	to	Derek	Totter.	Tell	me	what	happened.	Really?28	No.	But	remember	the	principle.	There
wasnothing	he	could	do	to	hide	the	damage	to	the	door,	so	he	opened	the	accordion	gate	and	entered	the	elevator.	The	poor	kid	barely	looked	human.	Tanu	has	an	impeccable	reputation.	When	the	biscuit	was	almost	touching	the	mouth,	the	froglike	lips	began	to	twitch.	Page	26	Grandma	walked	over	to	the	nearest	door.	I	put	the	hoe	in	his	hands	and
started	moving	his	arms.	There	have	been	numerous	rumors	of	Society	activity	in	the	area,	even	beyond	what	happened	with	the	two	of	you.	Yet	this	was	the	worst	so	far,	because	going	into	a	zombie	lair	alone	not	only	meant	you	could	die,	it	meant	you	could	die	in	a	really	upsetting	way.	The	stately	gables,	the	weathered	stonework,	and	the	turret	on
the	side.	Seth	returned	with	the	ax	to	the	private	door.	What	did	she	say?	Kendra	had	met	Alyssa	after	making	the	soccer	team	back	in	September.	His	wisdom	has	proven	equal	to	situations	more	challenging	than	this.	On	his	way	to	the	mortuary,	Seth	passed	a	small	house	that	had	been	converted	into	a	barber	shop,	and	then	a	larger	one	that	housed
dental	offices.	Seth	shut	the	door	behind	them.	If	it	belonged	to	somebody	from	the	Society	of	the	Evening	Star,	it	would	be	very	dangerous.	The	line	went	dead.	The	center	of	the	room	was	empty,	apparently	so	mourners	could	mingle.	Kendra	barely	knew	her.	The	hideous	boy	was	otherwise	nicely	dressed	in	a	black	and	red	button-down	shirt,	jeans,
and	stylish	tennis	shoes.	Kendra	left	her	hand	on	Warren's	shoulder,	and	he	kept	staring	at	it.	As	your	brother	has	hopefully	learned.	He	then	dripped	four	drops	from	one	of	the	bottles	onto	the	leaf,	added	a	single	drop	from	a	different	bottle,	and	mixed	the	liquid	into	the	paste	with	the	tongue	depressor.	Kendra	winced.	In	the	event	of	a	jailbreak,	a
whisper	hound	serves	as	a	failsafe.	Keep	those	seat	belts	fastened,	she	replied.77New	Arrivals	When	the	car	finally	slowed	and	pulled	onto	the	gravel	driveway,	Kendra	was	fighting	to	keep	her	eyes	open.	Beside	them	stood	a	hideous	goblin	wearing	a	T-shirt	and	khakis.	I've	wondered	a	lot	about	what	you	told	us,	Kendra	said.	Errol	leaned	across	the
van	and	pushed	the	door	open.	Just	tell	me	what	to	do.	What's	going	on	here?	Coulter	suddenly	looked	cautious.	They	were	not	weighted	as	heavily	as	they	would	be	next	year	in	high	school,	and	she	had	kept	up	on	her	readings	and	homework	all	year.	Glancing	up,	Kendra	caught	the	goblin	staring	at	her	over	his	shoulder.	Nobody	who	looked	this
weird	could	come	into	a	class	without	raising	any	eyebrows.	We're	almost	ten	minutes	late.	It	would	take	all	night.	My	drumants	got	loose	last	night,	and	I	only	recaptured	a	third	of	them,	Vanessa	said.	Seth	patted	Warren.	It	was	heartbreaking	to	picture	him	as	an	intelligent	adventurer	fulfilling	dangerous	assignments.	He	had	to	be	some	sort	of
goblin	who	looked	like	a	normal	kid	to	everybody	else.	English	and	Math.	Yes,	Kendra	and	Seth	said	together.	Her	sleeves	were	damp,	and	her	nose	was	congested.	Kendra	and	Seth	looked	at	each	other.	Seth,	I'm	serious!	The	bell	rang,	announcing	the	end	of	lunch.	We	mean	no	harm.	I...	Since	last	summer,	two	more	preserves	have	fallen,	one	of
them	a	secret	preserve	like	Fablehaven.	Their	various	occupations	have	taken	them	to	some	of	the	most	dangerous	corners	of	the	world,	and	qualify	them	for	this	perilous	assignment.	My	best	guess	would	be	down	in	the	basement.	It	should	be	all	right,	if	you	keep	it	simple.	How	did	he	find	out	about	the	fairies?	But	how	could	she	abandon	her	friends
when	she	was	the	only	person	who	knew	what	they	were	getting	into?	You'll	get	to	the	part	about	what	bit	me?	You	don't	want	to	overuse	these	emotions.	Her	mind	was	racing.	The	caretakers	of	all	the	preserves	around	the	world,	along	with	their	allies,	belong	to	the	Conservators'	Alliance,	Grandma	explained.	Please	have	a	seat,	he	said	in	his	deep,
mild	voice.	An	occasional	foray	into	negative	emotions	makes	feeling	normal	that	much	sweeter.	We'll	want	to	speakin	low	voices	inside.	Blond	hair.	And	suddenly	the	truth	was	apparent.	Alyssa	shot6	Kendra	a	look	as	if	she	had	just	won	the	lottery.	By	all	means.	Reaching	into	the	splintery	hole,	worried	that	clammy	fingers	might	close	around	his
wrist	at	any	second,	Seth	felt	the	doorknob	on	the	far	side	and	unlocked	it.	The	barred	window	was	about	five	feet	off	the	ground-low	enough	for	all	of	them	to	see	into	the	vacant	cell	beyond.	It	was	large	and	L-shaped,	so	the	entirety	was	not	in	view	at	once.	That	should	tell	you	something.	You're	not	coming	with	us?	she	asked	incredulously.	If	you
encounter	any	undead	adversaries,	statue	or	no	statue,	retreat	to	the	van.	Kendra	relaxed	a	little.	We	can't	even	be	sure	that	is	what	happened	to	you,	but	the	evidence	looks	very	suspicious.	I	hope	someone	can,	Kendra	said.	Truthfully,	I	think	your	grandparents	have	almost	given	up	on	ever	healing	him.	Five	hundred	dollars.	Warren's	tears	stopped
flowing,	though	his	cheeks	remained	damp.	Without	much	room	to	maneuver,	Vanessa	did	her	best,	bringing	the	car	to	the	right	edge	of	the	road,	then	cutting	across	to	the	left	just	before	they	reached	the	monster.	Don't	just	take	a	swat	at	them	or	try	to	pick	them	up	with	your	bare	hands.	Kendra	spoke	quietly.	We	can	comfortably	average	a	hundred
and	fifty	on	the	interstate.	Mom	and	Dad	stood	together	on	the	curb,	waving.	But	you	can	call	him	dog	breath.55	Seth	was	heading	for	the	bus	when	he	recognized	afamiliar	man	in	an	outmoded	suit.	So	how	do	we	stop	them?	Kendra	leaned	in	toward	Warren.	Not	for	us,	Grandma	said.	We	haven't	covered	what	I	do	if	I	run	into	the	living	dead,	Seth
reminded	Errol.	A	long	desk	with	a	rolling	chair	and	a	computer	was45	covered	with	a	mess	of	papers.	Red	lumps	would	pile	up	until	she	looked	like	she	had	thrust	her	head	into	a	beehive.	Staring	at	the	leprous	scalp	of	the	thing	Alyssa	had	kissed,	Kendra	could	only	imagine	how	bad	his	mouth	would	have	tasted.	The	thought	of	it	made	her	feel	shy,
mostly	because	Warren	was	nice-looking.	Kendra	sat	up.	The	class	members	were	silent,	exchanging	sidelong	glances.	Case	explained	that	he	lived	just	down	the	street.	Sadly,	no,	that	was	true.	The	normally	even-tempered	teacher	looked	like	she	had	murder	on	her	mind.	Can	you	spare	a	moment?	Kendra	ground	her	teeth,	her	face	flushing.	I	can	get
my	bags,	Seth	said	from	behind.	She	had	found	it	on	a	closet	shelf,	left	over	from	the	previous	Christmas.	If	he	tries	to	hop	away,	he'll	just	get	tangled.	The	frazzled	teacher	had	run	off	school	property,	leaving	her	car	in	the	parking	lot,	and	had	not	been	seen	since.	Don't	you	think	he's	a	hottie?	Quality,	mostly,	Vanessa	said.	And	learn	a	trick	or	two
that	may	help	you	in	the	future.	Friend	ofthe	family?	There	was	a	knock	at	the	door.	You	think	you're	going	to	sell	them	to	the	satyrs?	I	don't	want	anyone	learning	how	much	you	know.	We	should	get	on	the	road.	My	apologies,	Kendra,	I	could	have	sworn	I	tossed	that	one	out	long	ago.	Dad	snatched	Kendra's	suitcase	before	Vanessa	could	grab	it	as
well.	If	they	had	been,	I	would	be	dead	right	now.	I	bet	Errol	thought	he	had	us	in	the	bag.	I	followed	the	kobold	out	of	town.	Kendra,	Grandpa	Sorenson	wants	to	speak	with	you.	Oh,	yeah.	His	eyes	were	puckered	slits,	his	nose	a	malformed	cavity,	his	mouth	lipless	and	crusty.	You	think	you	see	one,	and	you	go	to	grab	it,	but	you	only	touch	an	illusion,
because	the	drumant	is	actually	two	or	three	feet	away.	The	area	immediately	around	the	cabin	had	been	cleared,	but	trees	bordered	the	yard	on	all	sides.	But	we	must	continue	with	our	plan,	Grandma	said.	I	know	him	the	best.	Grandpa	nodded.	he	said,	squirming	a	little	in	his	seat.	Alyssa	introduced	herself	and	the	others.	He	turned	to	Errol.	You
know,	with	hair	covering	its	eyes?	What	was	Seth's	problem?	You	sure?	We	start	by	sitting	with	people	we	know,	Trina	said.	he	said	to	Kendra.	Almost	certainly	he	was	up	to	mischief.	Seth	sat	down	on	a	brocaded	armchair.	No	way.11	My	friends	think	he's	cute.	Because	you	will	have	to	go	into	the	house	alone.	Page	11	The	class	was	growing	silent	as
the	exchange	continued.	Coulter	is	an	old	friend.	I'm	so	glad	you	arrived	safely.	And	what	are	we?	You're	not	going	to	do	anything	stupid	this	time,	are	you,	she	said.	He42	had	visited	a	room	not	too	different	from	this	one	when	hisGrandma	and	Grandpa	Larsen	had	died	just	over	a	year	ago.	Seth	shook	his	head.89And	he	did	nothing	to	cajole	that
information	out	ofyou?	It's	okay,	Kendra,	he	said.	Seth	entered	the	elevator	and	shut	the	gate,	preventing	the	dog	from	following.	Seth	pushed	B.	What	are	we	doing	today?	He's	going	to	try,	Grandpa	said.96	Can	he	get	into	Fablehaven?I	don't	think	so,	Grandpa	said.	Why	had	Errol	taken	such	an	interest	in	them?	That	was	incredible,	she	said.	With	a
final	squeal	the	ride	came	to	an	abrupt	halt.	I	can't	imagine	how	they	got	out,	Vanessa	said.	Just	little	ones.	Dale	started	walking	again.	He	pulled	back	his	sleeve,	revealing	a	pair	of	watches.	Despite	her	polished	looks	and	demeanor,	her	fingernails	were	incongruously	short.	A	few	seconds	for	what?	And	the	growling	started.	Be	on	the	lookout.	It	did
not	take	long	to	lose	the	sense	of	how	fast	you	were	going.	Omelets?	Although	Kendra	was	unsure	what	new	hazards	awaited	at70	Fablehaven,	at	least	she	could	take	comfort	knowing	herdeparture	would	ensure	the	safety	of	her	parents.	Better	to	start	at	the	beginning.	What	about	Mom	and	Dad?	We	haven't	confirmed	with	him,	Kendra	said.	She	had
been	brave	when	trying	to	get	rid	of	the	kobold.	It	felt	good	to	lay	out	her	predicament	to	somebody	besides	Seth,	even	if	it	was	just	on	paper.	Maybe	you're	right,	she	said,	approaching	the	window.	He	sniffed	the	leaf,	then	popped	it	into	his	mouth.	So	they	can	watch	TV.	She	seemed	accustomed	to	making	boys	tongue-tied.	Okay,	Trina	agreed.	No
matter,	Grandpa	said.	Alyssa	hovered	near	Sasha	Goethe,	gleaning	information	for	Science.	The	end	of	the	world.	Patton	Burgess,	Lena's	husband,	was	fascinated	by	the	secret	artifacts.	My	dad	lived	to	retirement	and	is	still	with	us.	He	stared	at	Grandma	for	a	moment.	Dad	pulled	into	the	movie	theater	parking	lot.	More	than	three	months,	Grandma
said.	Apparently	a	few	imps	were	not	at	the	chapel	when	the	empowered	fairies	were	curing	the	others,	Grandpa	said.	I	spend	a	fortune	on	insurance.	Neither	did	the	assemblage	of	taxidermic	animals	positioned	on	a	workbench	along	one	wall:	a	possum,	a40	raccoon,	a	fox,	a	beaver,	an	otter,	an	owl,	a	falcon-and,	inthe	corner,	a	huge	black	bear
standing	upright.	Jonathon	smiled	and	laughed.	The	artifacts	have	remained	in	our	possession	for	millennia	precisely	because	we	have	not	sought	to	use	them,	Grandpa	said.	I	don't	feel	so...18	19	she	began,	her	words	slurred,	and	then	she	toppled	to	thefloor.	Looks	can	be	deceiving.16Talking	to	Strangers	Kendra	arrived	at	her	homeroom	several
minutes	early	the	next	day.	Squinting,	she	saw	Errol	behind	the	wheel.	Price	leaned	against	her	desk,	one	hand	rubbing	her	forehead.	Back	in	the	hall,	Seth	tried	the	other	doors.	Katie's	dad	was	just	freaking	out	a	little,	she	said.	You	broke	the	spell	that	bound	it.	It	did	not	taste	like	something	you	were	supposed	to	eat.	Or	it	might	take	many	lifetimes.
How	do	you	know?	Next	thing	I	know,	I	wake	up	in	the	dead	of	night,	during	the	chill	before	dawn.	I	finished	up7	at	my	old	school.	Kendra,	Seth,	and	Grandma	shook	their	heads.	He	switched	off	the	light	and	jumped	into	bed.	Randy	was	quick,	but	short.	They	reached	the	on-ramp	for	the	interstate.	Protective	spells	guarding	the	home	will	prevent
anybody	over	the	age	of	thirteen	from	entering,	Errol	explained.	But	he	also	has	a	lot	to	offer.	Kendra	furrowed	her	brow.	Don't	even	think	about	it,	Kendra	whispered.	As	our	prisoner,	his	powers	are	curtailed,	so	I	did	not	fear	he	would	escape.	Seth	asked	suspiciously.	Seth	asked,	using	his	fork	to	chop	up	his	omelet.	This	is	not	what	I	expected,	Tanu
said.	Yeah.	Maybe,	she	conceded.	When?	Shrieking,	Mrs.	I'll	find	it,	Errol	said.	Seth	moved	down	the	hall	to	a	large	room	with	plush	carpeting	and	heavy	drapes.	The	phone	company	came	out	to	fix	it	a	few	hours	ago.	Kendra	wished	she	could	talk	to	her	Grandpa	Sorenson	about	the	situation.	At	first	Seth	thought	it	was	a	monster.	He	lives	in	Arizona
in	the	winter,Idaho	in	the	summer.	The	emotions	will	pass	quickly.	Price.	Trina	and	Alyssa	scooted	aside	to	make	room	for	him.	Exactly,	Grandpa	confirmed.	The	air	felt	significantly	cooler	at	the	bottom	of	the	long	flight	of	steep	stairs	to	the	basement.	Vanessa	stepped	aside	so	Kendra	could	get	in	the	car.	Advanced	embedding	details,	examples,	and
help!	Chapter	One	The	New	Student	Crowding	into	homeroom	with	the	other	eighth	graders,	Kendra	found	her	way	to	her	desk.	What	makes	you	say	that?	Or	teenagers.	They	taught	me	some	good	tricks	that	help	keep	me	safe.	Her	voice	was	soft	and	lethal.	The	one	I	salted?	I	can	do	courage,	calm,	confidence,	and	joy,	among	others.	Then	he	tucked
the	deck	away	into	an	inner	pocket.	Case	opened	the	door.	And	in	accordance	with	our	top	priority,	we	must	find	the	relic	without	putting	Fablehaven	or	ourselves	at	risk.	He	did	not	sound	fully	satisfied	with	the	plan.	I	wish	I	had,	Tanu	said.	Sometimes	people	need	a	little	dose	of	courage.	What	did	they	steal?	Was	Seth	right?	Tanu	put	another	glop	of
beige	paste	on	a	leaf	and	mixed	in	drops	from	three	bottles.	Nobody	will	be	able	to	catch	us	without	a	helicopter.	Learning	from	them	will	be	a	once-in-a-lifetime	experience.	I	feel	so	stupid	for	letting	Errol	take	advantage	of	us.	I	thought	you	said	he	was	catatonic,	Seth	said.	They	do	not	know	the	extent	of	what	we	have	told	you,	Grandpa	said.	I'll	be
the	perfect	grandchild.	Seth	accused.	Errol	displayed	an	entire	deck	full	of	the	ace	of	hearts.	Get	Mr.	Ford,	Alyssa	shouted.	She's	here?	What	happened	to	you?	Low	and	aerodynamic,	the	glossy	vehicle	had	twin	tailpipes,	a	sunroof,	and	fat	tires	like	a	race	car.	There	has	been	foul	play,	Grandpa	said.	Dale	paused.	I'm	really	sorry.	Isn't	that	a	pretty	long
walk?	Tanu	asked	them	several	standard	questions.	Kendra	verified.	I'm	glad	to	hear	you	say	that,	Seth,	Errol	said.	He	wants	to	meet	Kendra	and	see	if	he	can	discern	why	the	Society	has	become	so	interested	in	her.	The	horrid	imposter	was	reveling	in	his	victory.	I'm	Vanessa	Santoro.	Off	to	one	side	of	the	cabin,	the	ground	had	been	leveled,	and
numerous	vegetables	flourished	in	tidy	rows.	But	they	neglected	to	make	it	childproof.35	Why	not	protect	it	from	everybody?	He	wouldn't	just	lend	it	to	us?	Or	maybe	Coulter	has	already	contacted	him.	Several	are	quite	ancient,	transfers	from	other	preserves.	In	fact,	he	is	not	a	man	at	all.	As	Kendra	started	up	the	stairs,	Tanu	wheeled	Grandpa	in	the
direction	of	the	study.	Seth	nodded	gravely.	Fabulous.	The	bell	rang.	Price	while	she	introduced	him.	Maybe	she	ought	to	start	acting	more	like	an	adult	and	less	like	a	scaredy-cat.	Okay,	well,	what	do	I	do?	Like	it's	on	purpose.	Are	you	serious?	Seth	always	made	friends	so	quickly.	Pyramids	of	firewood	flanked	the	dark	fireplace.	She	wished	she	could
just	disappear.	Can	you	keep	a	secret?	The	body	of	the	car	has	been	reinforced	and	the	windows	are	bulletproof.	He	handed	the	leaf	to	Seth.	Errol	held	up	a	dog	biscuit	shaped	like	a	bone.	Don't	be	mean,	Kendra	muttered.	Her	demeanor	instantly	changed	as	she	tugged	on	a	pair	of	black	driving	gloves.	Kendra	took	advantage	of	the	opportunity	to
change	into	her	nightclothes.	Tanu	glanced	up.	I	wanted	to	talk	to	you	first.	You	really	think	this	is	a	breakthrough?	Kendra	peered	into	one	of	the	windows	and	saw	a	wolflike	face	glaring	back	at	her.	They	drove	past	the	Volkswagen	van.	As	Kendra	entered	the	attic	playroom,	it	felt	familiar	and	safe,	in	spite	of	the	night	when	she	and	her82	brother
were	pinned	inside	a	circle	of	salt	by	ferociousinvaders.	Just	call	me	Case,	the	boy	rasped.	Morning	announcements	were	droning	over	the	loudspeaker.	Seth	turned	to	his	friends.	He	was	shifting	in	his	seat,	rubbing	his	thighs	with	his	palms.	Night	vision,	Vanessa	explained.	I'm	not	sure	I	want	to,	Kendra	said.	he	asked,	bewildered.	It	was	built	to	open
into	the	next	room.	He	wore	a	rugged,	long-sleeved	shirt	and	jeans.	Her	parents	wouldn't	let	her	come,	Trina	said.	Now	you're	on	the	right	track.	If	you	guide	him,	he'll	move	around.	Do	we	have	to	do	this?	We	talked	in	front	of	my	house	for	a	while	after	you	drove	away.	This	is	Fablehaven-type	stuff.	Instead	Vanessa	seized	Seth's	duffel	bag.	But	there
was	the	house,	lights	shining	in	the	windows.	He	never	stays	in	one	place	long.	But	we	might	have	enemies	following	us.	You	never	know	what	skills	you'll	need.	He	poisoned	me!	He	poisoned	me,and	you're	next.	Her	last	bus	ride	from	Roosevelt	Middle	School.	There	were	more	cell	doors	down	both	halls.	In	a	way,	it's	cleansing.	I	will	be	at	the	service
station	tomorrow	night.	Where'd	you	get	those?	You're	just	feeling	the	effects	of	the	potion.	At	an	icy	preserve	in	Greenland,	on	the	coast,	they	get	their	milk	from	a	gigantic	walrus,	nearly	a	thousand	years	old,	one	of	the	eldest	animals	on	the	planet.103	The	derivatives	of	the	walrus	have	different	properties	fromthe	cow's.	Not	wanting	to	spend	more
time	than	necessary	inside	the	funeral	home,	Seth	held	out	the	remaining	half	of	the	dog	biscuit.	And	it	was	true!	Barriers	or	no	barriers,	it	seemed	peculiar	that	Errol	recruited	kids	for	tasks	like	this.	She	looked	Spanish	or	Italian,	with	generous	lips	and	a	playful	arch	to	her	eyebrows.	How	do	you	think	I	reached	your	house	so	soon	after	you	spoke
with	Stan?	Yet	as	Kendra	turned	in	the	exam,	she	did	not	experience	the	euphoria	she	had	earned.	She	related	how	he	had	told	them	the	owner	of	the	mortuary	was	an	evil	viviblix	in	order	to	convince	Seth	to	steal	the	frog.	I	have	never	in	my	life	met	such	an	unruly	group	of	vipers,	she	spat.	See?	You	don't	want	to	support	that	kind	of	barbarity,	so	you
have	to	be	careful	who	you	trade	with,	and	who	you	buy	from.	If	you	put	food	to	his	lips	and	prod	the	corner	of	his	mouth,	he'll	eat.	Price	gasped	and	sat	up,	eyes	wide.	But	I	told	your	grandparents	I	would	let	them	deliver	the	news,	and	I	like	to	be	true	to	my	word.	You've	grown	a	mile.	Many	perils	become	less	dangerous	once	you	understand	their
potential	hazards.	As	they	crunched	over	the	gravel,	a	single	headlight	came	toward	them	from	around	a	bend.	He	put	his	glove	back	on,	and	the	coin	vanished	in	the	process.	Nothing	had	happened	at	the	mortuary;	Seth	had	gone	in	and	out.	I	get	it,	Kendra	said.	The	hall	had	no	cell	doors.	He	thought	it	was	just	a	normal	estate.	The	knob	turned,	and
Seth	eased	the	door	open.	Nearby,	Grandpa	said.	The	last	time	Warren	visited,	he	stayed	for	quite	a	while.	What	we	are	about	to	tell	you	must	not	leave	this	room.	I	thought	you	said	you	were	a	kobold	exterminator,	Kendra	said.	The	study	clusters	re-formed	rapidly.	As	you	may	recall,	under	most	circumstances,	to	kill	on	Fablehaven	property	is	to
destroy	all	protection	afforded	you	by	the	treaty	and	render	yourself	so	vulnerable136	to	retaliation	that	the	only	option	is	to	depart	and	neverreturn.	Or	could	someone	have	escaped	the	dungeon?	You	just	leave	him	out	here	alone?	The	ax	was	fairly	heavy,	but,	choking	up	a	little,	he	gave	it	a	solid	swing,	and	the	bit	crunched	into	the	wood	about	a
foot	away	from	the	doorknob.	Errol	held	the	cards	face	down	and	fanned	them	out	again.	Dale	asked,	apparently	trying	to	change	the	subject.	Show	up	before	ten-thirty,	and	I'll	be	waiting.	But	Kendra	had	learned	at	Fablehaven	that	sometimes	powerful	magic	was	worked	through	simple	means.	He	owns	a	stylized	figurine	in	the	likeness	of	a	toad.	You
will	never	see	him	again.	Seth!	a	voice	exclaimed.	I	want	to	see	how	he	responds.	Price	leaped	forward.	You	could	hardly	even	notice	them.	At	the	moment,	Kendra	was	writing	about	the	time	Brittany	couldn't	stop	laughing	while	trying	to	give	an	oral	report	in	History.	This	is	very	encouraging.	All	the	windows	were	dark	and	shuttered.	You	remember
Maddox,	the	fairy	broker?	Kendra	did	not	have	to	pull	hard	before	Warren	arose.	Kendra	supposed	the	unusual	quantity	could	be	explained	by	the	increased	fairy	population	resulting	from	the	hundreds	of	imps	she	had	helped	restore	to	fairy	form	the	previous	year.	It	would	issue	quite	a	blow	to	their	organization.	How	do	I	know	I	can	trust	you?
Drives	my	folks	crazy.	Archibald	Mangum	is	not	a	kind	man.	A	pair	of	cupolas	crowned	the	mansion,	along	with	several	chimneys.	The	others	were	trying	to	leech	information,	in	hopes	that	some	last-minute	cramming	might	earn	them	a	few	extra	right	answers	on	the	forthcoming	finals.	As	kids	trickled	in,	Kendra	sat	with	her	heart	in	her	throat,
waiting	to	see	Alyssa.	But	we	managed	to	apprehend	the	imp.	Look	in	off-limits	areas.	Dad	once	tried	to	slip	me	a	love	potion	to	make	me	fall	for	some	neighbor	girl	that	he	liked.	Just	a	peck,	Tanu	said.	Assuming	you	would	agree,	I	already	dispatchedsomebody	to	pick	you	up.	That's	just	cruel.	There	are	bad	people	out	there	who	would	capture	a	young
dragon	and	then	murder	its	dear	ones	just	to	collect	the	tears.	Watching	him	chew	made	her	stomach	churn.	He	did	not	ask	Kendra	about	the	fairy	army.	Seth	came	into	the	room	and	stopped	in	his	tracks.	Which	is	why	we	brought	food,	Dale	replied.	I	have	something	to	confess.	Kendra	exclaimed.	She	took	the	phone.	Thanks	for	your	help,	Seth	said.
No	matter	what	the	circumstances,	it	was	always	a	pleasure	to	see	him	have	to	eat	his	words.	The	figurine	looked	like	a	pagan	idol	with	froglike	features.	Very	good,	Kendra,	Grandpa	said.	You're	a	good	boy,	Seth	said	in	his	special	voice	reserved	for	babies	and	animals.	the	substitute	asked.	Grandma	exclaimed.	How	dangerous	was	sneaking	onto	an
empty	houseboat?	Hopefully	I	can	pass	some	of	that	knowledge	along	to	you.	In	the	dungeon,	Grandpa	said.	I	felt	my	arm	snap97	beneath	me,	and	fractured	my	tibia.	Of	course.	I	already	---	Kendra	began,	but	she	hadn't.	I	need	to	run	and	use	the	rest	room	anyhow.	She	was	gritting	her	teeth.	As	she	drove	away,	Kendra	looked	back	at	them.	Morning
will	come	soon	enough,	Grandpa	said.	There	was	a	dog?	Alyssa	had	started	to	act	suspicious	that	Kendra	secretly	wanted	Case	all	to	herself,	and	since	Kendra	could	not	tell	her	friend	the	truth,	she	had	to	drop	it.	Can	I	help	you?	Archibald	must	really	keep	him	hidden.	Seth	got	into	position.	Kendra	and	Seth	climbed	inside.	The	Society	of	the	Evening
Star	is	on	the	move.	Seth	was	practically	jumping	out	of	his	seat.	You're	not	in	a	spy	movie,	Kendra	reminded	him.	The	coat	had	tails,	and	he	wore	a	vest	with	it.	He	never	moves	so	willingly.	But	the	negative	emotions	make	better	demonstrations.	This	is	informationwe	would	prefer	not	to	share	with	anyone,	let	alone	children.	The	details	have	been
deliberately	shrouded	in	mystery,	Grandma	said.	7109	enter,	Seth	echoed.	I	was	totally	grossed	out,	so	I	wasn't	very	nice.	Seth	asked,	wide-eyed.	How	are	we	ever	supposed	to	learn	anything	if	you	only	let	us	do	wimpy	stuff?	Grandpa	sat	in	a	wheelchair	in	the	entry	hall.	Kendra	felt67	embarrassed	for	him-he	was	so	unable	to	disguise	hisamazement	at
Vanessa's	striking	appearance.	What's	that?	For	a	good	result,	you	have	to	temper	the	courage	with	a	little	fear,	a	little	calm.	Sorry	about	the	turbulence,	Vanessa	said.	I	can	tell	he's	a	nice	guy.	Our	last	meal?	didn't	see,	Jonathon	stuttered.	To	cause	trouble?	He	caved	in	theroof.	The	effects	of	the	potion	are	hitting	you.	he	said.	While	we	were	out	here
stressing	about	you?	Seth	edged	over	to	Tanu	and	whispered	something	to	him.	I'd	do	the	fear	again,	Seth	said.	Even	though	he	knew	Kendra	and	Errol	were	close	by,	facing	the	forbidding	mortuary	was	a	lonely	feeling.	He	pulled	a	jumbo	pack	of	size	C	batteries	from	his	suitcase.	Behind	him	stood	a	panting	Tyler	Ward.	He	heard	an	immediate
beeping.	Hold	still,	it	will	only	take	a	second.So	would	branding	my	tongue!	Isn't	the	first	eye	already	feeling	better?	He's	a	vampire?	The	creature	had	not	caused	any	new	commotion	that	day	at	school,	although	he	had	taunted	Kendra	with	several	knowing	looks.	Part	of	her	had	wondered	whether	she	would	ever	return.	They	had	to	get	out	of	there.
He	looked	up.	Seth	hurried	through44	the	narrow	aisles	that	granted	access	to	the	room,	scanningfor	the	statue.	But	your	grandmother	and	I	feel	that	you	have	become	too	deeply	involved	for	us	not	to	reveal	the	whole	story.	The	situation	abruptly	seemed	much	less	tragic.	If	I	have	my	way,	you'll	all	be	expelled.	Now	Grandpa	was	silent.	Kendra
dodged	sideways	and	raced	down	a	different	aisle	toward	the	door	at	the	front	of	the	classroom.	Come	dish	up	before	it86	gets	cold.	Until	she	remembered	that	Case	had	been	standing	near	Mrs.	Their	ultimate	goal	is	hard	to	divine.	Vanessa	clasped	only	her	fingers.	I	take	him	there	from	time	to	time,	like	on	his	birthday.	What	did	those	fairies	do	to
me?	Where	should	we	rendezvous?	Did	he	really	care	this	much	about	getting	rid	of	the	kobold?	After	seeing	the	wolfman,	she	did	not	peek	through	any	of	the	other	barred	windows.	I'll	tell	her	Vanessa	is	a	trusted	neighbor	who	happens	to	be	returning	from	a	trip	to	Canada.	The	beeping	stopped.	Lena	had	not	seemed	eager	to	go	back,	but	then	the
last	time	Kendra	had	seen	her,	Lena	had	tried	to	pull	her	into	the	pond.	As	the	screaming	tires72	gained	traction,	the	car	picked	up	speed,	but	with	the	dullionrapidly	drawing	closer,	there	was	not	enough	space	to	get	going	really	fast.	I've	only	been	there	as	a	visitor,	though.	But	your	sister	can	see	them	all	the	time.	Come	in,	she	said.	Kendra
watched	Warren	performing	his	awkward	jumping	jacks	in	the	absurd	sombrero.	Any	other	mortals	would	have	to	get	past	the	gate	before	they	could	get	to	the	house,	and	getting	past	the	gate	is	nearly	impossible.	The	satyrs	they	had	met	in	the	woods	after	stealing	soup	from	the	ogress	had	promised	Seth	gold	if	he	would	bring	them	batteries	for
their	portable	television.	A	lesser	vehicle	would	no	longer	be	running.	Do	any	of	the	prisoners	ever	get	released?	When	the	emotionhits,	it	will	be	distressing,	much	more	real	than	you	probably	expect.	If	all	else	fails,	Vanessa	has	agreed	to	take	up	the	slack.	he	asked.101	They	weren't	very	specific,	Kendra	said.	A	jinn.137	Like	a	genie?	Or	I'll	catch	a
ride	with	somebody.	He'll	be	here.	Seth	restated.	Well,	see,	the	thing	is,	I'm	going	to	need	your	help	to	do	it,	so	we're	going	to	need	to	trust	one	another.	He	remains	in	a	petrified	state,	inert,	until	somebody	feeds	him.	Trina	said	a	terse	good-bye	and	stalked	away.	What	was	their	deal?	Surely	he	is	more	than	mortal.	Sweet	dreams,	Vanessa	said,
exiting	the	room	with	Dale.	I	got	that	information	directly	from	Coulter.	Where	could	she	hide?	He	showed	up	after	we	skipped	out	on	meeting	him	at	the	service	station.	After	a	while	he	was	doing	it	on	his	own.	Are	those	firecrackers?	Tanu	raised	a	calming	hand.	He	realized	that	if	zombies	came	at	him	from	behind,	he	could	become	pinned	in	the
basement,	so	he	listened	very	carefully.	They	used	Seth	to	free	a	captive	demon.	It	appeared	to	be	the	room	where	the	bodies	were	prepared.	They're	the	people	trying	to	destroy	all	the	magical	preserves	like	Fablehaven,	Seth	said.	You	think	it	might	help	him?	She	wore	a	U.S.	Army	T-shirt	and	black	canvas	pants,	and	had	her	hair	tied	back.	I	haven't
told	you	my	name,	Kendra	said,	suddenly	on	guard.	She	patted	her	skirt	and	checked	her	chair	and	the	floor.	The	knowledge	made	her	nervous,	but	it	would	help	her	prepare	to	counter	any	threat	he	might	pose.	She	was	right	to	tell	me,	Grandma	said.	Errol	looked	a	little	concerned.	Whether	he	is	actually	a	sphinx,	we	do	not	know,	Grandpa	said.	The
figurine	would	not	budge.	I	wish	I	could	see	his	face	when	we	don't	show	up	tonight.	Come	on,	he	said,	hushed	and	excited.	Third	and	goal,	Spencer	declared,	jogging	down	the	field.	This	wasn't	your	fault,	Kendra	said.	Kendra	hesitated.	You	just	met	him	today.	If	you're	scared,	I	can	go	ask	for	his	phone	number.	This	might	be	the	coolest	day	of	my
life,	Seth	said.	Everybody	wants	me	to	settle	down.	I	want	to	try	fear,	Seth	said,	coming	to	stand	near.	Yet	we	know	the	Society	colluded	with	Muriel	and	nearly	managed	to	overthrow	Fablehaven	last	summer.	What	if	Mom	and	Dad	notice	we're	missing?	But	I've	been	chased.	Look	at	you,	she	said.	Did	I	say	something	funny?	How	should	I	confirm?	But
don't	take	any	chances.	Seth	tried	to	pick	it	up.	Same	with	a	good	cry.	In	connection	with	the	other	four,	the	key	to	Zzyzx,	the	great	prison	where	literally	thousands	of	the	most	powerful	demons	from	every	age	of	this	world	are	incarcerated.	She	had	the	faint	remnant	of	an	accent.	In	large	doses	the	emotions	can	be	overpowering.	Page	10	The	dog
padding	toward	him	made	him	jump,	and	he	almost	dropped	the	statue	again.	Don't	worry,	we	won't	let	Olloch	devour	you.	Why	are	you	wearing	gloves?	Errol	had	already	helped	them	dispose	of	the	kobold.	I'm	going	to	die!	We're	all	going	to	die!	He	was	curling	up	on	the	chair,	quivering	and	hugging	his	knees.	They	cannot	fake	the	tears.	It	will	just
take	a	quick	review.	He	had	a	laid-back	air	and	did	not	look	accustomed	to	having	students	behave	with	such	insolence.	The	most	powerful	ingredients	are	usually	by-products	of	magical	creatures,	Tanu	explained.	You	see,	tonight	is	the	last	night	the	houseboat	will	be	unoccupied,	and	that	amulet	could	cause	great	harm	to	your	grandparents	and
their	preserve.	He	sat	in	the	front	row	because	of	repeated	discipline	issues.	She	briefly	related	the	incident	with	Errol	and	the	dullion,	then	snapped	the	phone	shut.	The	knob	had	a	keyhole.	Leaving	Tanu	with	Warren,	Dale	led	Kendra	and	Seth	back	into	the	cabin	and	up	the	ladder	to	the	loft.	You've	had	an	eventful	day.	Red	and	black	shirt?	The
bedroom!	She	raced	to	the	stairs	and	started	charging	up	them	two	at	a	time.	I	don't	think	I	could	sleep	now,	Kendra	said.	My	predicament	is	dire.	Kendra	checked	the	speedometer.	The	substitute	gave	a	couple	of	announcements	and	then	welcomed	the	class	to	use	the	remainder	of	homeroom	as	a	review	session.	Once	again,	she	was	the	outcast.
Eventually	the	corridor	elbowed	to	the	left.	When	the	automatic	light	came	on,	he	switched	off	the	flashlight.	I	can	kill	the	lights	and	go	as	fast	as	I	like.	He	glanced	at	the	card	and,	with	a	look	of	chagrin,	flipped	it	over	again.	They	always	left	in	a	caravan	of	five.	Errol	winked.	We	keep	it	safely	hidden.	He	already	has	seventeen	grandkids,	but	he	says
he	wants	some	from	his	eldest.	Keep	hold	of	his	hand.	Gloves	serve	that	purpose.	He	looked	so	excited	that	he	could	hardly	contain	himself.	No	problem,	Seth	said.	Coulter	eyed	Grandpa	suspiciously.	The	rest	scattered.	We	can	exert	a	lot	of	control	over	our	emotions.	He's	a	purist.	We	plan	to	bring	you	as	well,	Grandpa	said,	to	see	if	something	can	be
done	about	that	bite.	We'll	get	to	Stan's	in	one	piece.	Without	opening	the	gate,	and	keeping	one	hand	near	the	elevator	buttons,	Seth	shone	the	flashlight	around	the	room.	Hi,	Case.	You'll	be	looking	for	a	toadlike	statue	not	much	bigger	than	my	fist.	You're	sure	that	you're	ready	for	finals?	I	might	have	been	eaten	alive	without	one.	Immediately,
Grandpa	answered.100Tanu	When	Kendra	and	Seth	exited	the	study,	Dale	was	waiting	on	the	other	side	of	the	door.	Sorry	about	pretending	to	be	the	parent	of	a	schoolmate.	I	became	convinced	he	could	cure	Warren.	Tell	me	who	did	it!	the	crazed	teacher	demanded,	spittle	flying	from	her	lips.	I	thought	I	would	make	a	peace	offering.	He	clapped	his
hands	togetherand	rubbed	them.	Kendra	felt	confident	about	the	upcoming	exams.	I	didn't	know	the	phone	was	down	until	yesterday.	Fablehaven	is	one	of	five	secret	preserves,	Kendra	said.	And	of	course	the	two	of	you	have	met	Vanessa	Santoro,	Grandpa	said.	Once	she	had	noticed	a	bearded	man	barely	a	foot	tall	pulling	a	length	of	pipe	out	of	a	pile
of	rubble	behind	the	movie	theater.	But	with	time	running	out,	she	decided	that	she	could	always	rewrap	it	and	have	somebody	less	suspect	give	the	figurine	to	him	later	if	this	attempt	failed.	The	canine	caught	the	biscuit	on	the	fly.	Your	grandparents	want	you	to	join	them	in	the	study	for	a	private	breakfast,	Vanessa	said.	He	said	Warren	vanished
into	the	woods.	It	is	one	of	several	possible	places,	Tanu	said.	No,	I	said	you	have	a	phone	call.	Imagine	if	I	made	that	emotion	much	more	intense	and	longer	lasting.	A	hybrid	of	embarrassment	and	sorrow.	Walking	out	to	catch	her	bus,	Kendra	brooded	over	the	unjust	situation.	No,	Grandpa	said.	They	think	we	informed	you	that	they	are	hunting	for	a
hidden	relic,	and	they	understand	that	you	are	to	accompany	them	when	prudence	will	allow	it.	Dale	had	a	fist	in	his	mouth.	Nine	would	be	nearly	perfect,	Errol	said.	Pick	a	card.	At	this	point,	sitting	still	would	be	a	mistake.	Price	suddenly	whipped	her	headback,	slamming	Mr.	Ford	square	in	the	face.	And	offering	you	two	world-class	training	from
some	of	the	most	skilled	adventurers	anywhere,	Grandma	said.	What	is	it?	All	he	found	was	more	boxes.	she	asked.	You	must	be	Kendra,	the	woman	said	warmly.	It's	alarming	in	the	moment,	but	you'll	feel	fine	afterwards.	Up	ahead,	a	picturesque	log	cabin	rested	on	the	side	of	a	slope,	not	far	from	the	rounded	crest	of	a	gentle	hill.	This	was	not	your



fault,	Grandma	said.	Grandpa	took	a	sip	from	a	tall	glass	of	orange	juice.	He	began	removing	small	bottles	with	narrow	necks105	and	arranging	them	in	a	single	row	on	the	coffee	table.What	are	those?	He	flipped	them	over	again.	Okay.	Vanessa	winked	in	a	way	that	suggested	she	was	aware	of	the	threat.	I	was	getting	off	the	phone	with	him	when
Vanessa	pulled	up.	But	you	can	sometimes	read	reactions	in	his	eyes.	In	spite	of	the	dead	insects	plastered	to	the	front,	it	looked	like	the	sort	of	vehicle	you	would	expect	to	see	in	a	showroom	or	at	a	car	expo-not	something	that	anybody	would	actually	drive.	We	have	a	rough	idea	of	what	the	artifacts	are,	but	no	clue	which	is	hidden	where.	Sit,	Seth
commanded,	calmly	but	firmly,	extending	his	hand	palm	outward.41	The	dog	grew	silent	and	stopped	advancing.That's	a	good	dog,	Seth	said,	trying	to	exude	confidence.	But	do	not	fret,	I'll	deliver	you	safe	and	sound	to	your	home	before	long.32	Errol	turned	onto	a	different	street.	What	was	that	thing?	Casey	Hancock,	Alyssa	reported.	Vanessa	said.
More	than	twenty	bites,	all	over	my	body.128How	are	you	still	alive?	I	slept	in	late.	Not	that	I	love	getting	pimples,	but	it	was	suddenly	blown	all	out	of	proportion.	Chapter	Four	Kendra	met	her	eyes	and	glanced	at	the	Volkswagen	van	parked	down	the	road.	We	need	to	oil	those	hinges,	Grandma	said	in	a	hushed	voice,	shining	the	beam	of	her
flashlight	down	a	long	corridor.	Who	knew	what	his	next	act	of	sabotage	might	be?	Right,	Seth	said.	A	magical	relic	that	will	help	us	in	our	fight	against	the	Society,	Grandma	said.	Because	of	the	treaty,	we	have	no	death	penalty	for	captured	enemies.	They	infiltratedyour	school	and	tried	to	win	your	trust.	He	froze,	staring.	I'm	sure	they	also	cut	off
your	communication	with	Stan.	Please	tell	me	now,	Seth	said.	This	is	the	real	thing.	None,	Vanessa	said.	It	was	8:11	P.M.	In	less	than	two	hours	they	were	supposed	to	meet	Errol	at	the	service	station.	Grandma	shone	the	flashlight	into	a	doorless	room	where	a	cauldron	bubbled	over	a	low	fire.	The	instant	popularity	Case	had	initially	enjoyed	was
fading	as	his	rancid	breath	became53	legendary.	Had	the	goblin	pricked	her	with	a	poisonous	needle?	You're	not	going	to	eat	me,	right?	But	the	day	will	soon	come	when	he	will	prowl	our	borders,	searching	for	an	opportunity	to	strike,	gaining	more	power	every	day	as	he	continues	to	gorge	himself.	Is	it	safe	for	him	to	be	here?	Seth	added.	Why
would	I	warn	you	about	the	undead,	yet	not	mention	a	dog?	Grandma	asked.	Kendra	focused	on	remaining	aware	that	a	phony	emotion	was	about	to	surface.	I'm	mixing	this	so	the	effect	will	come	and	go	very	quickly,	just	giving	you	a	brief	sample	of	the	emotion.	Maybe	after	your	nerves	die,	Seth	said,	brushing	more	tears	away.	Grandpa	exclaimed.
Seth	didn't	even	bother	chasing	Derek.	Awesome!	Seth	said.	*	*	*	*	Kendra	sat	in	silence	as	Dad	chauffeured	her	to	the	movie	theater.	So	that's	how	they	did	it,	Grandpa	said.	The	prisoners	never	leave	their	cells?	Trina's	mom	was	waiting	in	the	parking	lot.	It	came	out	a	little	harsher	than	she	intended,	but	they	were	being	so109	secretive	all	of	a
sudden.	The	other	grimaced	and	cringed.	The	same	way	I	know	Archibald	is	gone,	Errol	replied.	He	was	away	at	his	eightieth	birthday	party	in	Buffalo	the	night	Seth	stole	the	statue	from	his	house.	And	all	the	others!	They'd	laugh	behind	her	back.	This	hallway	is	part	of	a	large	square.	Kendra	pointed	at	it.	How	would	she	have	felt	about	kissing	Mr.
Powell,	had	circumstances	ever	called	for	it?	Grandma's	not	a	chicken	again	or	anything.	But	beneath	the	June	sun,	Kendra	found	herself	seated	outside	for	lunch	with	three	friends	at	a	circular	table	connected	to	curved	benches.	The	little	masterminds	invented	the	treat.	The	bravado	had	faded.	Dale	entered	with	two	mugs	of	warm	milk	on	a	tray.
Where	do	you	think	brownies	got	their	name?	She	didn't	deserve	to	have	a	goblin	play	hurtful	pranks	on	her.	I	was	hoping	something	might	pierce	the	fog.	I	feel	fine	so	far,	Seth	announced.	Your	sister	can	help	with	this	one.	In	the	end,	Kendra	had	decided	to	join	them,	concluding	that	she	could	not	leave	her	friends	alone	with	a	scheming	goblin.	That
would	take	us	into	the	middle	of	the	story,	Grandpa	said,	regaining	his	composure.	Good,	Vanessa	said,	because	we'll	have	to	slide	her	seat	forward	to	fit	the	two	of	you.	Who	did	it?	We	need	to	get	something	that	will	enable	us	to	drive	the	interloper	away	permanently.	What	are	they?	Kendra	asked.121	Nobody	has	been	fairystruck	in	a	long	time,
Kendra,Tanu	said.	Kendra	climbed	up	front.	If	you're	going	to	kidnap	us,	tell	me	now.	I	didn't	want	to	startle	your	parents.	We	could	not	catch	the	person	he	was	informing-the	stranger	made	a	hasty	retreat.	Which	made	sense,	considering	he	didn't	have	to	take	them.	I'm	just	here	to	hang	out	and	meetpeople.	Standing	beside	the	sports	car,	Kendra
could	not	believe	she	was	going	to	get	to	ride	in	it	all	the	way	to	Fablehaven.	Every	now	and	again	I	barter	with	reputable	dealers.	All	varieties	of	blixes	are	highly	uncommon,	and	here	you	are,	with	one	just	a	few	miles	from	your	home!	And	you	want	us	to	break	into	his	mortuary!	Kendra	said.34	My	dear,	Errol	said.	But	people	were	watching,
expecting	him	to	do	this,	and	pride	would	not	allow	him	to	wimp	out.	If	you	spot	a	drumant	...	Enduring	their	pity	was	much	worse	than	suffering	their	scorn.	She	was	a	fairly	nice	teacher-a	middle-aged	woman	with	curly	black	hair.	Seth	asked.106	Eat	it	all,	Tanu	said.	Seth	wasapproaching	her.	Here's	your	things,	Dale	said,	indicating	the	bags	beside
the	beds.	That	was	a	weak	pass.	If	the	garage	door	and	elevator	had	not	alerted	the	zombies,	this	should	do	the	job.	Seth	pleaded.	Half	of	a	large	geode	glittered	in	a	corner.	Is	it	a	vampire	again?	He	inspected	the	slingshot	he	had	received	for	Christmas.	Cool,	Seth	said.	Not	for	long,	Vanessa	promised.	Only	a	few	steps	away	from	Kendra,	Mrs.	Like
the	vampires	of	legend,	blixes	connect	with	their	victims	through	a	bite.	In	order	to	open	negotiations,	you	must	make	yourself	vulnerable.	They'll	be	a	nuisance,	but	they	won't	cause	any	lasting	harm.	But	certain	offenders	cannot	be	permitted	to	roam	free.	Seth	held	up	his	thumb.	Tracy	Edmunds	screamed.	Kendra	could	not	imagine	anybody	doing
something	so	hurtful,	not	even	Jonathon	White.	Price	paused,	staring	at	Kendra	through	narrow	eyes.	A	few	more	strokes	and	he	had	chopped	a	hole	in	the	door	large	enough	to	reach	his	hand	through.	My	omelets?	Tanu	stood	up.	You	must	keep	those	details	to	yourselves.	To	take	us	to	steal	an	amulet	from	a	houseboat.	Like	the	riddle.108	Why	do
you	hit	yourself	in	the	head	fifty	times	with	a	hammer?Why?	But	he	was	cute.	Yelling	in	surprise,	Seth	dropped	the	figurine	and	the	flashlight	onto	the	carpeted	floor.	You	could	have	given	me	any	food	for	the	statue.	One	led	to	a	bathroom.	You'll	have	to	introduce	me,	Dad	said.	No	kidding,	Kendra	whispered	back.	I	have	already	related	part	of	the
story,	Grandma	said.	Dragon	tears,	for	example.	You	don't	know	where	it	is?	Seth	whipped	around.	And	if	we'd	gone	with	him	tonight...	One	object	among	the	mops	and	brooms	and	hammers	caught	his	attention:	an	ax.	Even	with	the	key,	avoiding	the	many	traps	guarding	the	artifact	promises	to	be	no	small	task,	Grandpa	said.	What'll	you	do	if	you
can't	find	a	way	to	cure	him?	He	squeezed	my	hand,	Kendra	reported.	The	Sphinx	should	be	able	to	tell	you	more.	Of	course,	I	realized	that	any	action	taken	against	him	could	also	involve	you,	but	I	did	not	expect	this.	A	bed	stood	against	the	wall,	and	a	man	was	curled	up	under	the	covers,	eyes	staring	flatly	toward	the	door.	Is	that	all	right,	Case?	At
the	center	of	the	clusters	were	the	smartest	kids,	leafing	through	their	notes.	No,	Vanessa	said.	Today	you're	going	to	stay	here	at	the	house	with	me	and	your	grandmother,	said	Grandpa.	She	hoped	desperately	that	she	wasn't	blushing.	I	got	a	deal	through	a	friend.	Tanu	came	and	stood	beside	Kendra.	Looks	like	you	have	a	visitor,	Errol	said,	a	trace
of66	suspicion	entering	his	voice.	Blinking	wildly,	Seth	recoiled.	Maybe	he	had	switched	telephone	numbers?	The	floor	buttons	were	marked	B,	1,	and	2.	And	much	thicker.	I	thought	all	the	imps	changed	back	into	fairies,	Kendra	said.	Price	lunged	at	Kendra.	Right	now,	as	dangerous	as	Fablehaven	can	be,	it	is	the	safest	place	for	you.	Across	all	the
earth.	He	could	probably	get	a	part	on	a	soap	opera.	If	we	use	them,	it	will	be	only	a	matter	of	time	before	we	misuse	them,	and	they	fall	into	the	wrong	hands.	They	thwarted	an	infiltration	there	two	years	ago.	Left	to	himself,	he'd	starve.	The	paper	had	a	pattern	of	reindeer	and	snowflakes.	Do	you	collect	your	own	ingredients?	Most	of	the	best	potion
makers	prefer	to	find	their	own	ingredients.	I'll	be	jiggered,	Dale	said.	Smart	ones	might.	For	my	blowgun,	Vanessa	said.	Alyssa	gave	her	an	incredulous	look.	What	do	they	think	we	believe	the	artifact	is?	Grandma	turned	and	continued	down	the	corridor.	Why	don't	you	let	the	brownies	do	all	your	cooking?	The	rogue	would	have	gotten	away	if	not	for
your	grandpa,	Grandma	said.	How	could	something	made	of	hay	hit	us	so	hard?	The	kid	feeling	for	a	pulse,	Clint	Harris,	declared	that	her	heart	was	beating.	You	won't	have	trouble	staying	ahead	of	them.	We	could	make	up	the	spare	bed.	Chapter	Three	Seth	shone	his	flashlight	through	the	hole	in	the	door.	Seth	trotted	over	to	Kendra.	I've	learned
my	lesson.84	Because	it	sounds	like	something	bad	is	going	on,Kendra	said.	They	turned	a	corner,	heading	toward	the	interstate.	Just	hearing	him	speak	made	Kendra's	throat	sore.	What	happened	here	today	is	a	big	step	in	the	right	direction.	Name	a	card,	he	said.	It	was	this	way	every	Christmas-Seth	awakening	the	whole	house	at	the	crack	of
dawn,	anxious	and	impatient.	That's	quite	a	car.	Seth	entered	the	garage	and	tapped	the	button	again.	Like	he	had	never	brushed	his	teeth	since	birth.	He	finally	relented	on	watching	his	action	movie	when	Trina	promised	to	buy	him	popcorn.	That's	the	lamest	trick	ever!	Seth	protested.	Aggressive	biters.	Look,	I	need	to	go.	The	pass	was	a	little	short,
but	coming	back	for	it,	Seth	out	jumped	Randy	and	hauled	it	in.	Twisting	the	knob,	he	pushed	the	door	open.	Seth	lined	up	against	Randy	Sawyer.	She	had	short	blonde	hair	and	a	slender	build.	Case	said	he	would	walk	me.	She	wore	trendy	jeans,	brown	boots,	and	a	snug,	stylish	leather	jacket.	Kendra	returned	to	her	desk	as	Case	unwrapped	the	gift.
Looks	like	Alyssa	has	a	boyfriend,	Dad	remarked.	Tanu	picked	up	a	pouch	that	was	sitting	next	to	his	chair.	He	paused	at	the	keypad	and	reset	the	alarm	by	pressing	the	Away	button.	Very	well.	I'm	tough	to	catch,	especially	outside	of	metropolitan	areas.	I	have	an	appointment	tomorrow,	she	said.	She	probably	just	fainted	because	of	the	tack,	he
speculated.	Vanessa	smiled	tenderly.	It	was	dim,	but	not	black.	No!	She	had	jumped	to	that	conclusionon	her	own,	with	very	little	evidence.	Put	your	other	hand	on	his	shoulder.	Kendra	took	the	wrapped	shoebox	to	his	desk.	He	knew	they	could	see	him,	though,	so	he	tried	to	look	relaxed.	I've	been	keeping	up	with	my	assignments	all	year.	He'll	just
keep	doing	jumping	jacks	forever?	Was	he	big?	Kendra	whispered.	Did	somebody	put	a	tack	on	my	chair?	One	evening	I	started	him	hoeing	out	in	the	garden.	Six	of	nineteen	is	less	than	a	third,	Coulter	pointed	out	while	chewing.	Kendra	asked.Yes,	Grandma	said.	It	happened	almost	two	years	ago.	Oh,	Seth	said,	sizing	up	Errol	anew.	Ignorance	is	no
longer	a	protection	for	either	of	you.	Warren	did	not	follow	her	with	his	eyes.	To	be	plain,	if	I	were	anywhere	else,	I	would	suspect	foul	play.	The	crusty	goblin	took	a	final	bite	of	lasagna.	Kendra	gently	patted	his	shoulder.	But	he	never	seems	comfortable.	How	long	ago?	He	kept	hanging	around	with	her	friends,	and	there	was	nothing	she	could	do
about	it.	It	felt	welded	to	the	block47	of	marble,	which	in	turn	felt	firmly	anchored	to	the	base	ofthe	niche.	He	had	won	Alyssa	at	first	sight.	He's	really	a	monster?	We	have	a	theory.	She	settled	into	the	other	leather	armchair.	She	looked	at	her	digital	clock.	They	all	crowded	around	as	Kendra	gave	Warren	a	quick	peck	on	the	lips.	Good	point,	Seth
admitted.	Errol	said.	Let's	pick	a	movie,	Trina	said.	If	he	had	wanted	to	harm	them,	he'd	had	his	chance	when	he	took	them	to	the	mortuary.	Oh,	Kendra,	he	finally	muttered.	Kendra	asked.That	the	fairies	shared	their	magic	with	you.	I'm	Case.	That	really	hurt	and	was	far	from	funny.	I	don't	know.	So,	just	in	case	the	phone	was	out	for	a	while,	she	had
written	Grandpa	a	letter	describing	the	situation,	which	she	planned	to	mail	the	next	day.	A	very	potent	ingredient,	but	hard	to	come	by.	Case	smirked.	Grandpa	waved	his	hand.	She	had	seen	this	house	in	ruins	after	Seth	had	foolishly	opened	the	attic	window	on	Midsummer	Eve.	The	only	places	to	hide	are	those	he	cannot	access.	What	if	Errol	Fisk
goes	after	them?	He	lifted	a	hand	and	placed	it	over	Kendra's.118	In	all	this	time,	this	is	the	biggest	reaction	I've	seen,Dale	marveled.	Good	thing	for	us.	You	must	be	the	pickiest	girl	on	the	planet.	She	didn't	have	to	move	his	legs	to	get	him	walking,	Dale	murmured	to	Tanu.	I	have	no	idea	if	it	had	anything	to	do	with	what	turned	him	white.	Some
warm	milk?	Vanessa	nodded	and	exited.	The	natural	immunity	diminishes	as	they	age.	Page	14	Kendra	got	into	the	car	and	Vanessa	shut	the	door.	See	if	you	can	pull	him	to	his	feet,	Tanu	said.	Whisper	hound?	Casey,	you	say?	Then	he	placed	a	hand	behind	Warren's	head	and	guided	him	into	a	sitting	position.	More	than	my	fair	share,	he	admitted.	His
left80	leg	was	in	a	cast	that	went	from	his	toes	to	the	top	of	hisshin.	Price	isn't	herself,	Kendra	explained.	Not	yet.	Seth	rushed	to	the	recess	in	the	wall.	Sort	of,	Kendra	said,	but	bigger	and	sloppier.73	The	thing	bashed	us	hard,	Seth	said.	Although	she	was	also	curious,	she	dreaded	to	hear	the	specifics	of	any	threat	so	somber	and	secretive.	So	you
know	our	grandpa?	But	first	we	need	to	get	acquainted.	She	had	never	been	so	grateful	to	see	Trina	giving	somebody	a	hard	time.	Nothing	seemed	to	have	changed,	except	that	when	Seth	tried	to	pick	up	the	statuette,	it	lifted	off	the	marble	block	easily.	What	imp?	Never	hesitated	to	help	me	out.	Kendra,	come	stand	by	me.	Allow	me	to	introduce
myself.	Kendra	shook	her	head.	Where's	everybody	going?	I	want	to	keep	this	preserve	safe	from	any	dangers	without	or	within.	I	realize	you're	not	a	fairy,	but	they	did	work	a	change	in	you.	How	long	has	he	been	there?	I'll	talk	it	over	with	her.	In	your	dreams,	Mom	muttered.	I'm	kidding,	Seth	said.	Being	fairystruck	is	when	fairies	mark	you	as	one
of	their	own	and	share	their	power	with	you.	In	your	shoes,	regardless	of	where	I	was,	I	would	suspect	sabotage.	Got	it.	Enter	through	the	garage,	Errol	said.	If	she	played	it	cool,	Case	would	have	no	idea	shecould	see	his	true	form.	She	was	certain	it	was	some	strange	goblin	magic	that	had	led	to	the	outburst,	but	that	was	an	impossible	theory	to
present	to	the	principal.	Get	some	sleep,	and	we'll	make	sense	of	the	situation	in	the	morning.	Tears	stung	Kendra's	eyes.	I've	climbed	mountains,	picked	locks,	ventured	deep	underwater,	and	learned	foreign	languages.	Which	means	we	use	sense	and	caution.	It's	just	legerdemain.	Be	glad	that	I	know	where	to	get	what	we	need.	Brightening,	Kendra
jumped	off	the	bed.	He	reached	for	the	present,	and	she	let	him	take	it.	Just	the	potion!	He	chuckled107	bitterly.	Seth	questioned	doubtfully.	Together	they	walked	to	the	front	door	and	entered	the	house.	Looking	at	Dale,	she	would	not	picture	his	brother	handsome.	Seth	jerked	like	he	was	going	to	cut	across	the	field,	then	raced	straight	for	the	end
zone.	Kendra	found	her	mom	and	handed	her	the	telephone.	Did	she	have	a	piece	of	the	leaf	caught	in	her	teeth?	Seth	jogged	across	the	street	and	walked	toward	the	lighted	sign.	The	door	opened	loudly.	Only	a58	few	kids	were	on	them.	Case	put	an	arm	around	her	shoulders,	leering.	Kendra	could	tell	he	was	trying	to	give	her	an	opening	to	get	away
from	the	stranger.	He's	not	a	little	guy.	We	worry	that	they	may	know	something	more	than	we	do	about	the	change	the	fairies	wrought	in	Kendra,	something	that	makes95	them	believe	she	could	be	of	use	to	them.	Seth	laughed	harder.	Good	choice,	Tanu	responded.	Cogent	question,	Errol	said.	Trina	can	have	him.	I	can't	handle	the	suspense.	Kendra
leaned	back	with	her	arms	folded.	I	know	I	shut	and	locked	the	cage,	Vanessa	said	firmly.	He	blinked	three	times.	Fairystruck?	Seth	hurried	over	to	help.	I'm	glad	you're	enjoying	it,	my	dear,	Grandpa	replied126	with	dignity,	shooting	a	glance	at	Grandma,	who	pretendednot	to	notice.	The	large	room	at	the	end	of	the	hall	was	crammed	almost	from
floor	to	ceiling	with	cardboard	boxes.	Have	you	moved	it	yet?	He101	102	retired	a	few	years	back.	Again,	he	came	half	to	life-glancing	down	at	her	hand,	the	dazed	smile	returning.	So	they	got	one	of	the	artifacts?	Warren	used	to	like	to	come	up	here	and	watch	the	sunset,	Dale	said.	I	thought,	Kendra	said,	hesitating	for	a	moment	to	divulge	her
ridiculous	assumption,	I	thought	that	Seth	was	pointing	out	the	pimple	on	my	chin.	So	Errol	was	using	us,	Seth	said.	He	saw	a	worktable,	and	a	table	with	wheels	that	had	a	casket	on	it.	Kendra	frowned.	He	followed	wherever	she	went,	taking	shuffling	steps.	An	endorsement	from	the	Sphinx	virtually	clears	them	of	suspicion,	but	the	Sphinx	himself
cautioned	that	we	should	remain	mindful	of	the	possibility.92	93	Which	is	part	of	the	reason	we	selected	three	instead	ofone,	Grandpa	said,	along	with	the	desire	for	extra	help.	Hoping	somebody	besides	a	teacher	would	notice	and	include	her.	A	polished	dark	green,	it	appeared	to	be	carved	out	of	speckled	jade,	and	stood	about	six	or	seven	inches
tall.	Once	inside,	to	the	left	of	the	door,	on	the	wall	you	will	see	a	keypad.	I'll	have	you	to	Fablehaven	in	a	little	over	two	hours.	I	know	a	friend	of	your	grandpa's.	she	asked,	switching	on	the	lights,	throwing	the	manual	transmission	into	gear,	and	pulling	forward.	He	gave	the	leaf	to	Kendra,	and	she	popped	it	into	her	mouth	and	chewed	it	up,	sitting
down	on	the	carpet	in	the	middle	of	the	room.	For	example,	there	are	ways	to	get	from	one	place	to	another	besides	walking,	but	the	artifact	that	grants	power	over	space	does	so	in	ways	superior	to	any	known	spell	or	relic	or	creature.	I'm	quite	capable,	Vanessa	assured	him,	striding	easily	toward	her	car.	The	room	was	silent.	The	vault	housing	the
artifact	was	transported	here,	and	Fablehaven	was	kept	a	secret	thereafter.	What	now?	Price	was	blinking	and	swaying.	They	are	powerful,	and	some,	like	our	prisoner,	are	cunning	and	evil.	Late	at	night,	with	our	lights	off,74	anybody	holding	a	radar	gun	will	think	they	clocked	aUFO.	Why	send	me	in	with	a	dog	biscuit?	Kendra	asked	as	she
dialed.I'm	not	that	far,	Alyssa	said.	You	have	not	met	her,	Grandpa	said.	Nothing	life-threatening,	but	yes,	I'm	rather	banged	up.	He	must	be	thinking	the	most	beautiful	thoughts.	Seth's	eyes	widened.	The	goblin	who	kissed	Alyssa	and	framed	Mrs.	We	expect	to	find	the	relic	in	one	of	the	less	hospitable	areas	of	the	preserve.	Fifty	years.	Seth	supposed
he	could	use	the	wheeled	table	to	ram	the	door	with	the	casket.	He	had	been	well	received	each	time	he	had	stood	up	front	for	an	introduction,	particularly	by	the	girls.	You're	not	yet	fourteen,	correct?	Seth	picked	up	the	candy	bar,	closed	his	eyes,	and	smelled	it	from	end	to	end.	Welcome	back.	Seth	approached	the	dog	and	let	it	sniff	his	hand.	This	is
where	he	stayed	before	it	happened.	Kendraasked.	The	automatic	light	in	the	garage	switched	off,	plunging	the	hall	into	darkness.	Kendra	said.	Finding	and	moving	the	artifact.	Not	very	likely,	Kendra	thought	as	she	stepped	out	of	the	SUV.	She	rewarded	Seth's	persistence	by	relinquishing	his	suitcase.	The	sun	was	shining.	Not	like	you	see	in	the
movies,	turning	into	bats	and	hiding	from	the	sun.	The	lights	flashed	again.	I'm	not	okay	with	being	left	behind,	Seth	reminded	everyone.	I	Page	21	thought	you	had	tricked	me	into	drinking	poison	or	something.	Seth	asked,	pointing	to	a	lower	hill	not	far	away,	brilliant	with	flowers	and	blossoming	shrubs	and	fruit	trees.	There	is	a	cell	at	the	bottom	for
a	most	dangerous	prisoner.	It	was	Errol.	I'll	never	know	that	day	has	come,	because	I'll	never	stop	trying.125The	Dungeon	The	next	morning,	Kendra,	Seth,	Grandpa,	Grandma,	and	Tanu	sat	around	the	kitchen	table	eating	breakfast.	It	sounded	like	they	had	been	struck	by	a	rocket.	No,	Seth	said.	I	need	to	recover	an	amulet	from	a	member	of	the
Society	of	the	Evening	Star.	Then	this	past	February...	Dale	crossed	to	Warren.	Errol	had	me	fooled	too.	Almost	certainly	they	meant	to	abduct	you.	Warren	was	still	hoeing.	Very	few	indeed,	Grandma	said.	The	substitute	stood	up.	You're	saving	us	a	long	drive,	Dad	persisted.	It	would	be	far	too	perilous.	The	rest	would	take	care	of	itself.	That	you	can
see	whimsical	creatures	without	assistance.	She	began	to	weep.	Kendra	started	backing	away.	We've	already	talked	about	it.	,	Leger-what?	It	sounded	almost	too	easy	to	be	true.	All	nineteen	escaped.	Then	she	pointed	toward	the	desks.	The	rest	room,	Case	replied.	Dale	looked	at	him	as	if	the	question	were	perplexing.	Kendra	felt	a	vast	sense	of	relief
to	be	back	at	Fablehaven.	Kendra	asked	Grandpa.	Who	knew	what	he	might	try	during	the	night?	Price	entered	the	room	accompanied	by	the	most	disfigured	student	Kendra	had	ever	seen.	Errol	said	Coulter	found	out	about	the	kobold	and	recruited	him	to	help	us	get	rid	of	it.	Kaleidoscope,	Vanessa	murmured.	My	father	made	potions,	and	his	father
before	him,	going	back	many	generations.	Kendra	had	been	toying	with	having	somebody	else	deliver	the	gift,	in	case	the	kobold	knew	to	distrust	her.	They	worked	to	combat	the	Society	of	the	Evening	Star.	They	found	where	the	line	had	been	damaged,	not	far	beyond	the	front	gates.	Among	other	things,	Grandpa	said.	Kendra	guessed.	They're	all
the	same.	I'm	not	sure	I	want	to	see	what's	down	here,	Kendra	said.	Spencer	McCain	hiked	the	football	to	himself	and	dropped	back.	Price	stood	at	the	front	of	the	classroom,	arms	folded,	eyeing	the	students	as	if	trying	to	read	their	minds.	The	kobold,	actually,	though	the	two	are	often	confused.	I	managed	to	catch	six.	For	the	sake	of	variety.	There
was	a61	spell	on	the	mortuary	that	would	have	prevented	all	butchildren	from	entering.	Kendra	and	Seth	waited	quietly.	Kendra	yanked	open	the	door	and	found	herself	face-to-face	with	Mr.	Ford,	the	principal.	There's	lots	of	fairies	out	tonight.	It	put	her	in	mind	of	the	crush	she'd	had	on	a	teacher,	Mr.	Powell,	a	couple	of	years	ago.	I'm	right	on	time,
Kendra	insisted.	Can	you	see	the	power	emotion	has	to	distort	our	outlook?	Dad	showed	up	in	the	SUV	a	few	minutes	later,	and	agreed	to	give	Alyssa	and	Case	a	ride.	Errol	could	not	possibly	know	she	and	Seth	planned	to	escape	to	Fablehaven	tonight.	It	had	short	legs	with	large	feet,	a	massive	torso,	and	long,	thick	arms.	I	do	not	envy	their	task.	But
you	just	passed-	Clint	began.	I	want	each	of	you	to	choose	an	emotion	to	sample.	Warren	doesn't	do	well	around	people,	Dale	explained.115	He	doesn't	respond	well	to	commotion.	Vanessa	strolled	into	the	room.	What's	starting?	It	was	sort	of	like	a	roller	coaster.	Let	them	foot	the	bill.	They	were	all	the	jack	of	clubs.	Why	does	everything	I	do	go
wrong?	He	must	love	you	kids,	Coulter	finally	said.	She	looked	back	at	her	brother.	Vanessa	thumbed	her	key	chain	again	and	the	driver's	door	opened.	Less	than	two	minutes	before	the	bell,	Alyssa	entered	the	room.	Errol	said,	reversing	the	cards	and	thumbing	through	them.	You	weren't	kidding!	That	felt	so	real.	Can	you	live	with	that?	Really?	I
take	it	you've	noticed	an	unwanted	visitor	in	your	school	recently?25	Now	he	had	her	full	attention.	Kendra	resolved	immediately	not	to	let	him	lure	her	into	a	windowless	van.	He	tugged	off	a	glove	and	flexed	his	fingers,	revealing	a	normal	hand	with	black	hairs	on	the	knuckles.	He	tried	not	to	dwell	upon	what	was	kept	in	there.43	He	saw	no	statues,
toadlike	or	otherwise.	Ten	minutes	remained	before	schoolwould	officially	let	out.	Running	toward	danger	is	foolhardy.	I	studied	all	I	could	on	the	subject	of	bargaining	with	jinn.	Ignorance	is	no	longer	a	shield,	and	all	that.	Especially	from	a	distance.	Linda,	calm	down.	You	guys	were	early.	Then	the	wall	of	the	shaft	disappeared.	Very	furry.	Choosing
between	me	and	Tanu,	the	imp	tried	to	get	past	me,	Grandpa	said.	The	creatures	down	here	are	imprisoned	for	a	reason.	Warren	was	wearing	the	sombrero.	Dragons	cry	only	when	they	are	in	the	deepest	mourning	or	when	they	have	committed	a	terrible	betrayal.	Price	repeated	more	forcefully.	Price	crossed	to	her	desk	and	sat	down.	You	remember
Tanu.	The	mighty	fiends	inside	of	Zzyzx	would	make	Bahumat	look90	like	an	infant.	Anything	is	possible,	Vanessa	said.	I	want	to	know	what	bit	me,	Seth	said.	Was	she	sure	Seth	had	pointed	out	the	pimple	to	Tanu?	Some	lesser	offenders	are	kept	here	for	prescribed	periods	of	time	and	then	released.	Depends	on	how	badly	you	want	to	get	rid	of	the
kobold,	Seth	replied.	Her	grip	tightened	on	the	phone.	Then	he	realized	it	was	a	huge	dog	with	such	thick	cords	of	fur	that	one	of	its	ancestors	must	have	been	a	mop.	Then	Errol	pulled	off	to	the	side	of	the	road	and	switched	off	his	lights.	When	Dale	let	go,	Kendra	half-expected	Warren	to	topple	over,	but	he	remained	seated	upright,	eyes	vacant.	Dad
asked.	Vanessa	shook	her	head	with	a	regretful	smile.	We'll	proceed	as	if	the	secret	is	out.	These	bottled-up	emotions	hit	you	with	a	lot	of112	force.	You're	a	magician.	That's	where	he	lives?	Enormous	efforts	have	been	taken	to	maintain	our	anonymity.	Let	my	dad	give	both	of	you	a	ride.	The	winning	movie	was	Switching	Places,	the	story	of	a	nerdy
girl	who	gets	to	date	the	guy	of	her	dreams	after	her	mind	gets	swapped	into	the	body	of	the	most	popular	girl	in	school.	Case	hadn't	poisoned	Mrs.	I	guess	so.	Will	you	commit	to	help	me	do	that?	You	know	how	to	make	love	potions?	From	the	loft,	he	led	them	up	a	second	ladder	through	a	hatch	in	the	ceiling.	He	lived	out	here	even	before	he	became
albino?	Kendra	walked	over	to	Tanu.	Their	potency	wears	thin	if	they're	overused,	plus	you	can	put	your	natural	emotions	out	of	balance.	I	couldn't	think	straight.	When	Coulter	caught	wind	of	the	kobold,	he	called	me.	I	want	to	try	it!'	All	in	due	time,	Vanessa	said.	Dad	whistled.	You	were	trying	to	do	the	right	thing.	Just	the	potion?	Now	that	I've	let
you	glimpse	what	I	can	do,	I	want113	to	establish	some	common	goals.	Those	watching	over	them	have	not	even	known	where	they	are	hidden.	That	is	the	whisper	hound.	A	second	car,	an	older-model	Cadillac,	pulled	up	beside	it,	completing	the	barricade.	Not	a	bad	guess,	he	said.	Do	you	know	anything	about	Errol?	I've	been	trying	to	call	you	all
week,	Kendra	said.	Kendra	climbed	out	and	pulled	the	seat	forward	to	release	Seth	from	his	confinement.	Depends,	Tanu	said.	He	raised	his	voice	more,	sounding	hysterical.	Pulling	back	her	sheets,	Kendra	climbed	into	bed	and	began	sipping	at	her	milk.	Were	his	eyes	bad?	Your	grandfather	filled	me	in,	Vanessa	said.	I	want	to	see	some	prisoners,
Seth	said.	Besides,	they	have	no	keys.	Kendra	hesitated	for	another	moment.	We	have	treated	you	as	adults,	and	expect	you	to	behave	accordingly.	He	sat	at	his	desk	with	his	hands	folded.	Kendra	pressed.	Now	that	she	thought	about	it,	was	it	even	likely	that	Seth	had	mentioned	anything111	about	the	pimple?	He	examined	an	assortment	of
firecrackers.	But	he	was	grinning.	Sheshone	the	beam	on	some	naked	lightbulbs	dangling	from	the	ceiling.	Grandma	pointed	to	a	slot	near	the	base	of	the	door.	All	the	same?	I	don't	give	autographs,	Case	replied	offhandedly.	When	will	we	see	the	Sphinx?	Oh,	you	mean	the	outhouse.	He's	amazing!	Alyssa	sounded	genuinely	offended	that	Kendra
didn't	agree.	Kendra	returned	to	the	parlor,	wiping	away	the	tears.	He	phoned	me	a	few	minutes	ago.	Many	nights	I	stay	with	him,	Dale	said.	Hi,	Warren.	My	stuffed	mushrooms?	Wait	and	see,	Tanu	said,	suppressing	a	grin.	Grandpa	cleared	his	throat.	Am	I	on	a	hidden	camera	show?	My	grandfather	lived	to	retirement	and	died	in	his	sleep.	Vanessa
scooted	behind	the	wheel	and	closed	the	door.	Lead	him	around	the	room,	Tanu	said.	You	think	they	know?	I	don't	mean	to	be	shallow,	but	yes.	Dale	skidded	to	a	stop	on	the	four-wheeler,	leapt	off,	and	helped	Vanessa	take	the	suitcases	out	of	the	trunk.	The	other	man	was	an	older	fellow	a	few	inches	shorter	than	Kendra,	thin	and	wiry.	Well,	if	he
does,	he	has	never	let	on,	Grandma	replied.	Would	you	mind	giving	Warren	a	kiss?	Who	said	anything	about	hiding?	I	was	watching	close.	Can	I	offer	you	anything?	Seth	exclaimed.	Yeah,	or	we	mightneed	a	diversion.	If	you	obey	certain	rules,	you	can	negotiate	with	a	captured	jinn,	but	you	have	to	take	care	what	you	say.	Price	was	closing	in.	She	tried
to120	think	of	Warren	as	a	catatonic	patient	who	needed	a	strangecure,	tried	to	make	the	kiss	something	detached	and	clinical.	If	you	turn	right	after	entering,	you	can't	miss	it.	She	handed	the	phone	back	to	Alyssa.	She	sat	on	the	floor,	closed	her	eyes,	and	leaned	against	the	bed.	What's	his	name?	I	told	you	no	good	would	come	from	bringing	that
menagerie	indoors.	What	did	you	give	me?	Close,	Tanu	said.	Once	a	kobold	took	possession	of	it,	he	would	be	compelled	to	return	it	to	the	shrine	where	it	belonged,	hidden	deep	in	the	Himalayas.	A	brass	gate	blocked	access	to	an	elevator.	Seth	sounded	exasperated.	It	was	an	old	style	mansion	with	a	covered	porch,	a	circular	driveway,	and	a	large
garage.	Parting	the	blinds,	she	saw	a	woman	climbing	out	of	a	sleek	sports	car.	This	was	all	very	uncommon.	Dale	nodded.	Now	that	Seth	had	set	the	tone	of	mocking	her,	things	would	never	be	the	same.	Price	is	a	kobold.	Why'd	you	wink	at	her?	I	know	my	trade,	Tanu	said,	vials	and	jars	clinking	as	he	collected	them	into	his	pouch.	If	you	sprinkle
sawdust	and	garlic	on	your	sheets,	it	should	help	keep	them	away.	Can	I	try	some	courage?
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